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Venerable Kang Seng Hui
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A Lecture by the Venerable Master Hua in 1985
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
and the Early Bird Translation Group
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Quan said, “If you can obtain a sharira, I will build
a stupa to house it.” Then, Sun Quan said to Seng Hui,

“You say that sharira are so valuable and that the Buddha
had sharira. If you can obtain one of those sharira, 1 will
construct a stupa to house it so that people can make
offering to it.”

“But if your efforts fail, our government has
appropriate punishments.” “If you seck sharira, but no
sharira appear, then you have cheated me, and my nation
has its laws! If you cheat me, you have broken the law.”

Master Hui requested a platform be erected upon
which he could seek the sharira. Venerable Seng Hui
asked Sun Quan to set up a platform where he could
request the sharira. The platform had to be very clean, and
no one else could ascend it. Only he alone would seek
sharira there.

Seven days passed, but nothing appeared. The first
time he told Sun Quan he would get sharira within seven
days, but nothing happened. He didnt pass the test. Sun
Quan said, “I should have you executed now!”

Venerable Seng Hui said, “Give me another seven days,
if there’s no response, then I will accept the punishment.”

A second week passed, and still nothing happened.
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During the subsequent week there was also no
response. Sun Quan asked him, “What are you
doing? You certainly deserve punishment now!”

Venerable Seng Hui said, “Please! Give me one
more week.”

During the next week, one morning, he heard
aloud pinging sound, and brilliant light filled the
vessel. Venerable Seng Hui asked for another seven
days. Then, in the morning of the seventh day of that
week, he heard a sudden pinging sound in the vessel,
which glowed with light that “filled the vessel.” Rays
of light intercepted each other.

He presented it. He gave the sharira to Sun Quan.
Quan, along with his ministers, uttered praises
saying, “This is an omen rare in the world!” Sun
Quan and his ministers and high officials gathered
to behold the sharira, and praised it saying: “The
appearance of this relic is an exceptionally auspicious
and rare omen indeed!”

Venerable Hui said, “A sharira has awesome
spiritual power. It cannot be destroyed.” Seng Hui
declared, “Sharira are endowed with spiritual power.
Nothing can damage it.”

Quan then commanded a mighty warrior to
smash them. Sun Quan, an uncouth old fellow, did
not fear that his action might be disrespectful. He
called upon one of his warriors who possessed great
strength and told him to use an iron hammer to
bludgeon the sharira.

The anvil broke, but the bright relic remained
just as it had been. The iron anvil was destroyed,
but the sharira shone just as brightly as before.

Quan thereupon built a stupa and a monastery,
which is now Repaying Great Kindness Monastery.
The emperor Sun Quan built not only a stupa to
house and make offerings to the sharira, he also built
a monastery in honor of the sharira. Today, that

monastery is called Repaying Great Kindness.
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