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The Sutra of the Past Vows of
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CHAPTER THREE:
CoNTEMPLATING THE Karmic ConbprTions OF BeINGs

FAb b A HAE
MRIE R 2R ie 4h803E
i EER B & 1537

IR &R - BRI
BEON - Asth 7w 2
— o TN\ EE ? 25/
HIPREE - JLEREMEH T —
Br—— 2 HME - TIhEE
[l ~ RESCHBL : s AR
HEIRAER  REARL
il > REILAERE M - EH
HhE o BEIZHERE o fEIRER
MRS - BRI AR RS
HY 5 B IR AT SRR
BEABEEE - FTiEEH
BEEE > BCEIRARED
0 BCE ARSI > B
RHERE S My - TR
Rl WEgEEMEY o TIE
{HHbERTEAR—F 1 ¢ REHhRR
HIFRHRHAE BT 5E - MRS
aff - SRS R - NS
WA 2R — B R
Lo B P PEAY

PEHR R N EH 1 E b - HoRLH
2 RV TR P SR o b
5 o R MERRNEZ o HOM

8 | &MERE —0_=F0A

Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Buddhist Text Translation Society

The Buddhistsutrassay that the northern continentof Uttarakuru
is such a place; it is said to have one of the eight difficulties, namely,
the difficulty of not having any Buddhadharma.

And so forth up to having or not having Sravakas and
Pratyekabuddhas. There may or may not be any Sravakas,
Pratyekabuddhas, or Bodhisattvas in these worlds. From the point
of view of ordinary people, Sravakas are very happy. In the eyes
of the Bodhisattvas, however, Sravakas also have their suffering.
So these worlds may or may not have the suffering of Sravakas or
Pratyekabuddhas. All beings with offenses in these worlds equally
receive retribution, including but not limited to retribution in
the hells. Regardless of who you are, you will face the retribution
for whatever karma you create, whether it involves falling into the
hells or some other retribution; you can only avoid retribution by
not creating karma. This principle is impartial and applies equally
to all.

Sutra:

Lady Maya spoke again to the Bodhisattva, “Could you please
tell us about the offenses committed by those in Jambudvipa
that result in retributions in the lower destinies?”

Earth Store replied, “Worthy Mother, please listen as I speak
briefly about that.”

The Buddha’s mother answered, “Great Sage, please do tell
us about it.”
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Earth Store Bodhisattva said to the worthy mother,

“Retributions that result from offenses committed in
Jambudvipa are described like this: Beings who are not filial
to their parents, even to the point of harming or killing them,
will fall into the Relentless Hell where for tens of trillions of

eons they will seek escape in vain.”

Commentary:

Lady Maya spoke again to the Bodhisattva. The Buddha’s
mother repeated her question to Earth Store Bodhisattva: “Could
you please tell us about the offenses committed by those in
Jambudvipa that result in retributions in the lower destinies?
The other worlds are too far away and I have not been to them, or
even if I have I do not remember. Therefore I ask not about the
other worlds but only of Jambudvipa. I wish to know the offenses
of those in Jambudvipa, the lower destinies that they experience
as a result, and the retribution from different offenses. I would
like to listen; will the Sagely One please tell me?”

When Earth Store Bodhisattva heard the Buddha’s mother
inquire in this manner, he replied, “Worthy Mother, please
listen to what I have to say as I speak briefly about that type
of principle. I will not explain it in detail because I may not
even finish in several great eons. I will just give a general idea.
The Buddha’s mother answered, “Great Sage, please do tell
us about it.” The Buddhas mother heard what Earth Store
Bodhisattva said and responded, “I am most delighted and wish
for the Bodhisattva to speak.”

Earth Store Bodhisattva said to the worthy mother,
“Retributions that result
Jambudvipa are described like this...

from offenses committed in
” At that time, Earth
Store Bodhisattva told the Buddha’s mother that as beings in this
world of Jambudvipa commit offenses and undergo retributions,
the names of the hells that are created in response are as many
as the ones he shall describe. Beings who are not filial to their
parents, even to the point of harming or killing them... We
living beings should be filial to our parents, for those who are
not filial commit offenses, even going as far as murdering their
parents. All these are offenses. Filial respect is important because
it is the basis of humanity; if people are not filial, they forget their

very origin.

s To be continued
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