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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

So how does a world come into being? It comes
from the false thoughts of living beings. Based on
the true, they give rise to the false. From a single false
thought, the mountains and rivers, the great earth,
and all the buildings and vegetation come forth.

The second aspect of the infinite is described in
the line “Living beings are unending, their vast karma
boundless.” Worlds are boundless, and living beings
are endlessly created out of these boundless worlds.
Living beings are born from myriad combinations of
conditions. Some are born from wombs, others from
eggs, moisture, or metamorphosis. At the general
level, there are four kinds of living beings; at the
specific level, there are twelve. These are discussed in
detail in the Sararigama Satra. Why are living beings
born from the womb? Birth from the womb occurs
because of emotion, which brings about a new
life. Birth from an egg arises from mental activity.
Living beings are also born from moisture and via
metamorphosis.

Where do living beings come from? They come
from the Buddha nature. Therefore, the Buddha
said, “All living beings have the Buddha nature and
can become Buddhas.” But this is not the same as
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saying, “Living beings are Buddhas.” You can’t become a
Buddha without cultivating. You have to cultivate, meditate,
and study the Buddhadharma. Then you can return to the
origin and recover your original essence, becoming a Buddha.
You can't just say, “Living beings are Buddhas. We don’t need
to cultivate.” That’s wrong. You must cultivate to become a
Buddha. Even though living beings come from the Buddha
nature, you still have to study and follow the Buddha’s
teaching before you can realize Buddhahood.

The third aspect of the infinite is represented by the line
“Love is a bottomless river, its waves rolling and surging.”
This refers to the love between a man and a woman. Not
only people but also other beings like animals are attached
to love. Because they do not understand this principle, their
sexual desire is very strong; some beings spend a great deal of
time thinking about sex. You should lessen your desire and
purify your mind. Pare away your thoughts of desire until
you no longer think about sex. Then you won’t be far from
Buddhahood.

The river of love is bottomless. The more you fall, the
more you tend to fall; the deeper you sink, the deeper you get
mired. Thoughts of desire are like waves that never stop. Why
are there waves on the sea? Because there are waves in our
minds. The waves in our minds come from the river of love,
which flows without stopping. Emotional love cannot be torn
apart or severed. No matter how sharp a knife you use to cut
off your emotional love, it still cannot be severed easily.

But as the saying goes, “The sword of wisdom can slice
through emotional love.” With genuine wisdom, you can
overcome your emotional love. Without wisdom, you’ll fall
deeper and deeper into the bottomless river of love. How
far will you fall? Since it’s a bottomless river, where do you
think you're going to stop? You'll only sink deeper and deeper.
There’s no end to it.

Infinite Resolve Bodhisattva wishes to turn countless
worlds into the Land of Ultimate Bliss, to teach countless
living beings to become Buddhas, and to fill up the bottomless
river of love. For these three reasons, he is called Infinite

Resolve.
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