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CHAPTER NINE:
LumMINOUS AWAKENING
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
English Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshuni Jin Jing

Because of the spiritual power of the Buddha, in each of
the ten directions, there was a great Bodhisattva. In every one
of the worlds of the ten directions, there was a great Bodhisattva,
who was accompanied by Bodhisattvas to the number of
particles of dust in ten Buddha lands. Each of the great
Bodhisattva leaders had with him other great Bodhisattvas to the
number of fine motes of dust who came to the Buddha’s place,
where Shakyamuni Buddha’s Bodhimanda is.

Their names were Manjushri and others. They came
from countries called Golden Colored World and others.The
Bodhisattvas came from those countries to help the Buddhas turn
the Dharma Wheel. What were the Buddhas called? The Buddhas
they served were called Unmoving Wisdom Thus Come One
and others. In each land every one of these Bodhisattvas came
from, a Buddha was there, turning the Dharma Wheel. This is
referring to the ten Buddhas, Unmoving Wisdom Buddha, and

others.

Sutra:

At that time, in the presence of all those Buddhas, the
voices of the Manjushri Bodhisattvas in all those places, rang
out in unison to speak the verses:
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Commentary:

At that time, in the presence of all those Buddhas, the
voices of the Manjushri Bodhisattvas in all those places.
There was a Manjushri Bodhisattva in each of the Buddha’s
Way Places, they rang out in unison to speak the verses.
What comes next will be the verses that they speak.

Sutra:

Living beings without wisdom are harmed and poisoned by
the thorn of love.

Seeking Bodhi for them is what the Buddhadharma is for.

Commentary:

What are the causes and conditions that bring us living
beings to this Saha World? It’s all because of love. For this
reason, it’s said:

If your love weren’t heavy, then you wouldn’t be born in the Saha.

If your karma isnt emptied, then you wont be born in the Pure
Land.

All afflictions stem from love. All living beings are fond
of “love” and no one opposes it. When we lecture on sutras,
we are not one-sidely criticizing how terrible love is. We are
investigating the nature of love so you know the negative side
of love which brings harm.

In this verse, Manjushri Bodhisattva uses his great
compassionate mind to let flow forth the unsurpassed wonderful
flavor of sweet dew and ghee. He uses straightforward wisdom
to tell us about this.

The first line of the verse refers to living beings without
wisdom. Why are living beings so upside down? Why do they
do so many confusing things? It’'s because their ignorance is
severe. From ignorance, we give rise to activity. Then activity
conditions consciousness; consciousness conditions name
and form; name and form condition the six entrances; the six
entrances condition contact; contact conditions feelings; feeling
condition love; love conditions grasping; grasping conditions
becoming; becoming conditions birth; birth conditions old age
and death. These are the twelve links for conditioned arising.
They are mutually dependent and arising.
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Are harmed and poisoned by the thorn of love:
Regarding the thorn of love, there is an analogy in the
Sutra of Forty-two Sections saying love and lustful desires are
likened the tiny bit of honey on the blade of an extremely
sharp knife. If one wishes to lick the honey on the edge, one
risks cutting his own tongue in the process.

This is just one of many analogies that can be used in
talking about love.

1. Remaining balance of debt: Love is like debt that is not
entirely paid off yet. You owe somebody some money
and you haven’t paid it back entirely. What is this analogy
like? It illustrates how those of the Two Vehicles, the
Shravakas and Those Enlightened to Conditions, have
remaining habits that have not been severed entirely.
They are likened to a person who has not paid off his
debt. Those who cultivate the Way must understand
how fierce the thorn of love is.

2. Like a rakshasi (a female rakshasa) : Love is likened to
a rakshasi who are really vicious. When a child is born
to her, the rakshasi devours her own child. When she
finishes eating the rakshasa child, then she eats her own
husband. This is an example of how love causes people
to be born and die. From birth and death, you fall into
the three evil paths of hells, hungry ghosts, and animals.

3. Like a venomous serpent at the stem of a wonderful
lotus flower: This is referring to a poisonous snake
hidden underneath the stem of a lotus. As someone is
fond of the wonderful lotus and wishes to pick it, the
snake comes out and could give a lethal bite. That’s how
serious it is. This is to say that love is analogous to the
venomous snake that no one can escape from but falling
into the three evil paths instead.

4. Like disagreeable food: When one cannot eat certain
food, but forces oneself to eat it anyway, one will easily
get sick, and even die from it.

5. Like a courtesan: Love is likened to men or women who
prostitute. They can destroy your wholesome dharmas.
You are captured by the ghost of impermanence, and
carried off to death.

6. Like the seed of Malika. A Malika can entangle ordinary
people so that they are confused and eventually die.

53 To be continued
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