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First Guanyin Session in 2023 at the City of Ten

Thousand Buddhas
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Written and translated by Ren Qi
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A seven-day Guanyin session was held at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) from March 5 to 11, 2023. This is the
first Guanyin session since November 2022, when the Buddha Hall
has been open to the public every afternoon. It was also the very
last session before the training period started for the preceptees who
will be fully ordained later this year. Everyone who participated in
this Guanyin session cherished the opportunity.

This session, we recited “the Universal Door Chapter” every
morning and afternoon. The rest of the time we chanted while
circumambulating, chanted while sitting, and silently in meditation,
until 3:00 p.m. when dedication ceremony took place. “Namo
Guanyin Bodhisattva” was recited, and in the front of the Buddha
Hall is a standing statue of Guanyin Bodhisattva with a thousand

hands and eyes. Participating in the Guanyin session at Guanyin
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Bodhisattva’s way-place of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
made people feel especially lucky.

Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, the founding master of
CTTB, once said, “If we sincerely recite the great name
of Guanyin Bodhisattva, he will save us with his limitless
Dharma-power, and enable us to leave suffering and attain
bliss—this kind of bliss is the ultimate bliss of the Western
Land.” Venerable Master has also said that reciting the
Bodhisattva’s name will enable us to know our mind and see
our nature as well as to help purify the planet.

There are countless deeds of Guanyin Bodhisattva
responding to sounds of living beings, asking for help and
saving them from suffering. With the introduction of
Buddhism to Western countries, more and more Westerners
know how to recite “Guanyin Bodhisattva.” Ms. Zephyr is
one of them. Her home is a 20-minute drive from the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas. More than 20 years ago, she came to
teach at Instilling Goodness Elementary School. She was once
trapped in a fire and it was extremely smoky. In an emergency,
she suddenly had an inspiration and chanted “Guanyin
Bodhisattva” non-stop. Sure enough, she was lucky to be
rescued. Later, whenever the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
held a Guanyin session, she always found time to attend part of
it. Many times when she was sick she would attend a Guanyin
session, and then her sickness would disappear miraculously,
which made her feel that she has affinities with Guanyin
Bodhisattva. After attending the Guanyin session this time,
she said, “I wish I lived in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
then I would be there and be able to fully participate all the
time.”

Bhikshuni Heng Fu still remembers meeting an African-
American visitor in CTTB. The visitor paid respect to Dharma
Master Heng Fu with joined palms. Dharma Master returned
his politeness by saying, “Amitabha.” Unexpectedly, the
African-American visitor replied, “Guanshiyin Pusa (Guanyin
Bodhisattva).” She felt that it was very good to hear the names
of two among the three sages of the Western Pureland. Since
then, whenever people say to her, “Amitabha,” Master Heng
Fu would reply, “Namo Guanshiyin Bodhisattva.” And when
people say to her, “Guanshiyin Pusa,” she would reply, “Namo
Amitabha.”

Yuan Huali, who made a special trip from Washington State
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to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to participate in this Guanyin
session, was filled with joy and gratitude after the session was over.
She said, “ This has been my first time that I have returned to CTTB
in three years to attend the Guanyin Session during the pandemic.
Each day, I had the opportunity to bow before the Buddhas and
the Thousand-Hands and Thousand-Eyes Guanyin Bodhisattva
in the Buddha Hall. Surrounded by familiar and majestic statues
of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, in the presence of the Sangha,
and reciting the holy name in unison with the assembly, I felt my
Bodhi resolve was nurtured and my reverence for the Three Jewels
deepened. I was filled with joy and gratitude in my heart.”

Since the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas has not yet fully opened,
residents outside the city can only participate in the afternoon session.
Many followers chose to participate in the online Guanyin session.
A layperson who lives in the San Francisco Bay Area and did not
disclose her name said that during the pandemic, she faced various
challenges and pressures in life and work. Dharma Masters lead us
to pray and bless us online, like a bright light to help us get rid of
troubles and all kinds of pain. Dharma power gives us wisdom and
confidence to face different problems in life. Although we cannot
visit the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas in person, the Dharma
sounds of the masters nourish our hearts, eliminate our karma and
troubles, and increase our blessings and wisdom. Let us be full of
positive energy and cheer for the new week of life and work. I am
very grateful to the masters for their hard work and compassion for
us to pray for blessings, bless us, and let us have blessings. No matter
where we are, we have the loving care from the Buddha, Dharma,
and Sangha! After we have practiced together, our blessings and
wisdom increase, and our hearts are filled with joy. Bringing joyful
energy to our family, relatives, friends, colleagues, people and things
we meet everywhere. Venerable Master Hua established Way-places,
so that we can feel at home and not become lost in the worldly
dharmas. On behalf of all sentient beings, the disciples sincerely bow
to the Dharma Masters and thank them for their compassion, and
the masters’ Dharma voice is always in our hearts.

California has ofhcially ended the COVID-19 emergency at
midnight on February 28, 2023. Many people are looking forward
to the reopening of CT'TB as soon as possible, so that everyone can
go to the city to practice together. CTTB will reopen on May 27
this year and resume the regular daily schedule before the pandemic
except for the “Great Compassion Repentance” which will still start
at 1:00 pm. &
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