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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua in 1971
English Translation by Su-Zhen Zeng

Commentary:

Now we are explaining the first part, which is to explain in detail
the repentance ritual during the day. This part is further divided into
nine definitions. First, to explain the adorning of the Way place.
Second is to explain making offerings of flowers. Third is to explain
purifying the three karmas. Fourth is to explain honoring the name
and making obeisance. Fifth is to explain the confession of offenses
and repent. Sixth is to explain making vows. Seventh is to explain
making vows that rejoice with others. Eighth is to explain making
transference. Ninth is to explain praising and reciting the names.

Good men, exhorted Earth Store Bodhisattva. Those who wish
to practice repentance should go to a quiet and serene place,
according to their ability they should adorn a room. The Way
place which we make offerings to and revere, should be as adorned
as best possible. However, this should be done according to the
individuals’ ability. If it cannot be done then it should not be done
forcefully. You should decorate the room according to your abilities.
By placing Buddhist images, Buddhist scriptures and decorating
it with banners and canopies. The room should be revered with
images of the Buddha, Buddhist scriptures or other Buddhadharma.
It should also be decorated with banners or canopies that are made
of exquisite silk or satin.

Sutra:
Seek out and gather incense and flowers to practice
making offerings.
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Commentary:
This is the second part, to explain making offerings of flowers.
Seek out and gather incense and flowers to practice making
offerings. Seck out means to look everywhere. If one does not
possess it already, one should seek out some incense and flowers to
practice making offerings to the three jewels of the ten directions
and to Earth Store Bodhisattva.

Sutra:
Bathe the body and wash the clothes to prevent them
from being odorous and soiled.

Commentary:

Thoroughly bathe the entire body and wash the clothes
to prevent them from being odorous and soiled. As the
Chinese saying goes,“Fasting, abstaining and bathing the body,
one can serve the Lord of Heavens.”So they have similar principles
in Confucianism. Confucius and Mencius talked about fasting
and abstaining, so what kind of fasting is this? From what does
one abstain? Desires are “fasted” and one abstains from impure
thoughts are abstained. When you bathe your body, you should
also bathe your mind and purify it. We should also wash our clothes
and make them clean. Do not let anything dirty to become stuck
on your clothes or body or allow it to reek.

This is the third part, to explain purifying the three karmas. It
points out clearly that you should purify the three karmas. Your
body should be pure, your thoughts should be pure and your mouth
should also be pure. When the body is pure, it means it does not
conduct any acts of killing, stealing or sexual misconduct. When
the thoughts are pure, it does not harbor any greed, anger and
delusion. When the mouth is pure, it does not engage in frivolous

speech, lies, harsh words, or divisive words.

Sutra:

Recite the names in this room during the three time
periods of the day and reverently make obeisance to the
seven Buddhas of the past and the fifty three Buddhas.
Subsequently follow along the ten directions and take refuge
from each direction in summation. Gather in the mind to
universally make obeisance to all the form bodies, shariras,
images, stupas, temples, and of all Buddhist matters.

sdTo be continued
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