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The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB)
Lunar New Year Celebrations
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During the Lunar New Year in 2023, branch monasteries of Dharma
Realm Buddhist Association (DRBA) held various Dharma sessions in
Asia, North America and Australia. These Dharma sessions included
the Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Liang, the One Thousand Buddhas
Repentance, the Medicine Master Dharma Assembly, and Dharma

Assembly for the Welfare of the Nation in which the participants sincerely
bowed to the Buddhas and repented, recited sutras and mantras, and
dedicated the merit to world peace, prosperity of the country and people,
good weather and an appropriate amount of rain.

The Lunar New Year is a national holiday for many countries in Asia.
In European and American countries, more and more non-governmental
organizations have enthusiastically held activities to celebrate the Lunar
New Year in recent years. The White House of the United States even held
a celebration on January 26, 2023, on the fifth day of the Lunar New
Year, which was hosted by President Joe Biden and his wife Jill. This is the
first time since the founding of the United States more than two hundred
years ago that the LunarNew Year has been celebrated in the White House.

In 2022, California passed a bill “AB 2596” which has come into
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effect in 2023. The bill stipulates that the
public service system and public schools
under the California government can
have an 8-hour holiday on the Lunar New
Year day, making California the first state
in the United States to declare a holiday
for the Lunar New Year.

On January 22, the first day of the
lunar new year in 2023, the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas held a Dharma
Assembly for the Welfare of the Nation.
In the morning, the Disaster Eradicating
Auspicious Spirit Mantra was recited
and Great Compassion Repentance was
held in the afternoon. The opening hours of the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas remained from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the time being. But
around noon, many people had already lined up in front of the big
incense burner outside the Buddha Hall, preparing to offer incense.
Many of them were from the San Francisco Bay Area and came all the
way to CTTB, hoping to offer incense at the monastery on the first day
of the Lunar New Year, praying for auspiciousness, good luck, safety and
health throughout the year. This long line of people did not dissipate
until about three o’clock in the afternoon.

Lisa Yu, who lives in Ukiah, said that it has been a long time since
she saw so many people gathered in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.
Her New Year’s wish was to hope that the pandemic will end soon and
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas will resume its previous opening
hours so that everyone can participate in more Dharma activities. She

also hoped the book store and the Junkang Vegetarian Restaurant will
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also be able to reopen as soon as possible.

Students from Instilling Goodness Elementary School and Developing
Virtue Secondary School (IGDVYS) at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
were invited to hold the Lantern Festival celebration at the Alex Thomas
Square in downtown Ukiah on February 15th (the fifteenth day of the
first lunar month). Before the epidemic, this celebration had already been
the annual Lunar New Year performance by students. It was canceled for
three years due to the pandemic, and it was not resumed until this year.

The boys’ school’s lion dance was the opening performance. In an
interview with the local radio station KZYX, Dharma Master Heng
Tsung, the instructor, told the local American audience the legend of the
Chinese New Year, and said, “I am excited for the kids, because they have
got something to do. The last three years have been hard, but seeing the
first-year students take their places for their performance, I think we will
be able to get them back. You see how they are working slowly up. And
I’'m hoping next year and the following year, we will get better and better.”

Dale Ding, who teaches Chinese at the elementary and secondary
schools, was guiding children through what she calls “a dance on the
paper.” She pointed out that Chinese calligraphy needs a lot of practice.
But the process is very attractive to her. “It’s a different kind of cultivation...
It’s good training, to train your focus.”

On the same day, there was also a performance by the Chinese
Orchestra and an elegant folk dance by the girls’ school; the delicious
Chinese vegetarian snacks met the health needs and taste buds of the
audience. In this Lantern Festival celebration, the teachers and students
of IGDVS acted as cultural ambassadors, sharing the festive atmosphere
of the Lunar New Year with local people and enhancing mutual

understanding among diverse cultures. &
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Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108

Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001
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Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
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