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From what Venerable Ananda said, we know that no matter how
much money we earn it is not as valuable as reciting Shurangama
Mantra. Although you might be poor right now, by reciting the mantra,
you will have already built a good foundation for the future. If you recite
the Shurangama Mantra every day, for your next seven lives you will be
a wealthy elder with great awe-inspiring virtue and authority. You can
summon people who will support you and listen to you. These are the
great benefits you will have from reciting the Shurangama Mantra.

Therefore, in the Buddhist Book Distribution Society in Taiwan,
there are some illiterate people who learned to recite the Shurangama
Mantra, and some have even memorized it. But I tell you, don't owe
people money. If you owe people money, they might become wealthy
people in the future, and you will become their laborer. Therefore, don't
make mistakes in the law of cause and effect. No one can borrow money
for no reason without paying back. Otherwise, in future you may
become a horse or an ox to pay back your debts.

You can't say, “I am a monastic now, so I can accept others’ offerings.”
You cannot receive offerings when don’t have virtuous conduct. As it is
said, “At the entrance to the hells, there are many Sanghans and Taoists.”
If you don’t cultivate, you will certainly fall into the hells. The hells

are waiting for you. Once you get there, those in the hells will say,
“Amitabha Buddha! You have come back!” &

The Venerable Vakkula

Vakkula in Sanskrit means fine appearance: kind, handsome, congenial
and inspiring reverence. Countless kalpas ago, Vakkula offered a fruit to a
sick monk. Consequently, his karmic reward was to be free from sickness
for ninety-one kalpas. Moreover, he upheld the precept against killing,
and thus would not have to undergo the retribution of the five kinds of
death—by burning, boiling, drowning, knife, and of being eaten by fish.

When the Venerable One was a bhikshu in the past, he had made a vow
that he would not meet any women or receive offerings from them. One
day, his mother who missed him very much visited him in the temple, but
the Venerable One sent her away. This really angered her and she vowed
to be the mother who would raise him life after life to avenge this slight.
Consequently, in this life, he had to undergo the unfortunate retributions
of many attempts on his life -- being burned, boiled, drowned, killed by
knife, fed to a fish. Later in his life, he went forth and renounced the
house-holder’s life under the Buddha. He was always content and had few
needs —e.g., he never wore more than the basic attire. He lived to be one
hundred and sixty, and was foremost in lifespan.





