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CHAPTER THREE:
CoNTEMPLATING THE Karmic ConbprTions OF BeINGs
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
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Revised by Buddhist Text Translation Society
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Sutra:

At that time, the Buddha’s mother, Lady Maya, placed
her palms together respectfully and asked Earth Store
Bodhisattva, “Great Sage, could you tell us about the
different kinds of karma that beings of Jambudvipa create
and the resulting retributions that they undergo?”

Earth Store replied, “There are many millions of
worlds and lands that may or may not have hells, may
or may not have women, may or may not have the
Buddhadharma, and so forth up to having or not having
Sravakas and Pratyekabuddhas. All beings with offenses
in these worlds equally receive retribution, including but
not limited to retribution in the hells.”

Commentary:

At that time, the Buddha’s mother, Lady Maya...
Lady Maya was the Buddha’s mother. Since the Buddha had
been born from her left side, it might be that she had died
from hemorrhaging. She was then reborn in the heavens. After
Sikyamuni Buddha became awakened, he taught the Dharma
for forty-nine years in over three hundred Dharma assemblies.
The day before yesterday someone said the Buddha taught more
than three hundred sutras; that is wrong. The Buddha held over
three hundred Dharma assemblies. The Buddhist satras are not
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limited to three hundred or so; there are several thousand. When
the Buddha was about to enter nirvana, he recalled that he had not
saved his mother, so he went to the Trayastriméa Heaven to teach the
Dharma for Lady Maya.

Now Lady Maya placed her palms together respectfully and
asked Earth Store Bodhisattva, “Great Sage, could you tell us
about the different kinds of karma that beings of Jambudvipa
create and the resulting retributions that they undergo? What
kinds of situations are there?”

Earth Store Bodhisattva replied to Lady Maya, “There are
many millions of worlds and lands that may or may not have
hells. For instance, the Land of Ultimate Bliss has neither hells nor
any of the three lower realms. On the other hand, our Saha world
has the three lower realms—the hells, the realm of ghosts, and the
realm of animals. Those places may or may not have women:
Some worlds—ours for example—have both men and women as
well as sages and ordinary people. The Land of Ultimate Bliss has
only men. If there are no women there, how can there be men? Don’t
you worry, when the men go to the world of Ultimate Bliss, they are
still men. When the women get there, they become men too. Where
do the people of the Land of Ultimate Bliss come from? Who gives
birth to them? If there are no women, how can there be people? This
you do not know. The people in the world of Ultimate Bliss do not
come from women but are born transformationally from lotuses.

Why do we recite the Buddha’s name? When we recite the
Buddha’s name once here, our “mother,” a lotus in the Land of
Ultimate Bliss, grows a bit. The more we recite here, the more our
flower grows. The more sincere our recitation, the more fresh our
lotus becomes.

After death and before becoming reborn as a human, a ghost or
a spirit, our eighth consciousness is in an intermediate state between
sets of skandhas; it is a body between existences. If we recite the
Buddha’s name sincerely, when we die, our body between existences
will immediately enter the lotus. When the lotus blooms, a person
appears. Since children in the Land of Ultimate Bliss are born from
lotuses, there are only men and no women.

All these worlds may or may not have Buddhadharma. A
particular country or world may have the Buddhadharma, meaning
a Buddha is there speaking the Dharma or the Dharma is present
in that place. In places without the Buddhadharma, no one lectures
on sutras or speaks the Dharma, and there are no Buddha images,

sutras, or monastics. s0To be continued
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