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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

Why isn’t Guanyin Bodhisattva helping you? Because you
don't listen to her instructions. Hearing Guanyin Bodhisattva’s
name, you should reform yourself and go toward the good.
You should purify and calm your mind. “I'm aware that the
past cannot be retrieved, but the future can be repaired.” Let
go of the past and concentrate on doing better in the future.
However, don’t purposely violate the rules. If you take the
precepts, you must keep them.

You should follow the precepts after you've read the sutra
about precepts. If you know something is wrong but you do it
anyway, then your offenses are compounded. It’s a mistake to
blame Guanyin Bodhisattva for not protecting you. Guanyin
Bodhisattva wants to help you out, but you keep the door to
your mind closed. You don’t let her help you. All that Guanyin
Bodhisattva can do is sigh and say, “How sad!” So dont blame
Guanyin Bodhisattva.

9. The conditioned and the ultimate. The conditioned refers
to causes. The ultimate refers to the end of the cause. What does
that mean? It means that one has put an end to the cause. It also
means to understand the cause. We come here to listen to the
sutra lectures and the Dharma. During this summer session,
we get up very early in the morning and use every minute to
study the Dharma. Those who live far away rise at four o’clock
in the morning so they can come to meditate and study the

sutra. There are even students working on their PhDs, master’s,



EFTAR ~ SIS (EAEE - BB AL E R 5
R R S - ARVEE LA AREME - A
HYRE IR A AR % - AR LRI e
ik Al BB ARV ER - BT /EE L
Il N A HE R TR 38 P s it AR B =S i e
Bk ? N AZE TEMER - #5 EitE
THRVET - fREEETEEHNG > B T &
Ny > th#EAERE "%, -

AR IE B R =8 A ZEN K Sl RKEE
FAARR T EEILTNK - IZE8R A HTE
ER > Ve AN HUE (A > BB AN RIE
WERE 12 HRERE > AL (e 2 il — 00— &
RELEM (FBEEE) - (EF R/ EE IR L
b o ECoboA DU S B A SR ACHTRE - EERAYES
M ARVLE - HHBEE - BHIZEHYRFE -
BE—RARAEPURBEE T - WAEE—(E
A HEPRAEEN > A GRS RERY > BT
DFEESLAANK > AHARZEE T -

AR L T A EE - B E R AN
A MEREEREERRE T > NERIERE
P T PEHE [ HS 1 R =S 2k T o AR
R E AR T > KGN T 0 AHY— %
i~ 2=~ FT o R&UFERERMENY S —LE(E
AR "R ESEE ) ——RESRHRE - 2
[EEAE T > MFTEIRE =R 2k T - ERAE
HHTRIERY - WA/~ JLE-T28{0 - (s (ErE
MERIRE] = A © BRAEE (LB - BUEEE
—% o FHE M AAAEPYHEE T - nLUDEE
—ERIRF ] BRI = AR O AR -
R —ERFHE - B R AL BHEER
B fibgeEs T E LR E T EEEKE
BE > ARENE FTFTAL L - S E SRR —
5 -

HFREE - RPIHEERASEIE T - FEIR
FEELEEFE > HiE—EEA - BEH—K
e > BIRZ IR > S —BIEMIHAHE - 5
WAt A E o R PEEE ? Bt A& e
B ABGEE TS > FRIEE SRy A DITEASE ©
PN —— G RGR RS LY - (HERE
SiEan 0 MR ERBREE - Al REES T
JE > BT LUE AR RIS -

and bachelor’s degrees at the University of Washington in
Seattle who have come to join the session. This shows that
they recognize the importance of the Buddhadharma.

Why have they traveled such great distances to study
the Buddhadharma? Because they want to understand it
and put an end to the cause. Hearing the satra lectures
plants a seed for putting an end to the cause. To listen to a
sutra lecture, you don't just need the right cause, you also
need the right conditions.

During the ninety-six-day summer session [in 1968],
people were so absorbed in their work that they didn’t
taste their food or drink and didn’t know whether they
were awake or asleep. What were they doing? They were
single-mindedly studying the S#rangama Satra. Every day
from six in the morning till nine at night, they listened
to four hours of lectures, meditated, self-studied, and ate.
Time passed swiftly, and although each of them had some
afflictions, I believe they didn’t take them too seriously.
Ninety-six days were soon up.

Realizing the value of studying the Buddhadharma,
over ten of them moved from Seattle to San Francisco.
They gave away most of their possessions, including their
tables, chairs, and cabinets. Even though they cherished
their homes very much, which were probably worth a
whole lot in their minds, they were willing to give them
up. Among them, the person translating for me right now
was the first to move south. He had been studying at the
University of Washington. Now that he’s transferred to the
University of California at Berkeley, it will take him longer
to graduate. This shows that these students all look upon
the Buddhadharma as important, and so they've traveled
from far away to study it. This is a new trend in America.

In the future, when you have understood the
Buddhadharma, you’ll be able to teach it to your fellow
Americans. Then I won’t have to use so much energy.
I've already explained the principle once, but you didn't
understand it. So then I had to explain it again, but you still
didn’t get it. Why not? Because I can’t lecture in English.
Those who know Chinese can understand me, but those
who don’t can’t. For example, even though Guo You is very
sincere, he just stares at me without any idea of what I'm
saying. So it’s very difficult.

s To be continued
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