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The Infinite Light Winter Recital
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Dharma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU) and
Instilling Goodness Developing Virtue Schools (IGDVYS)
hosted a benefit concert, the Infinite Light Winter Recital, at
Mendocino College Center Theatre on December 8, 2022.
Professional musicians were invited to join the students for
a rich array of musical performances of varied instruments,
dances, and choir.

The title of this concert, “Infinite Light”, is inspired by a
passage in “the Bodhisattva” Chapter of the Vimalakirti Sitra
which goes,“ This inexhaustible lamp is like a single lamp that
lights a hundred thousand lamps; it lights up the darkness, yet its
light is never exhausted.” Programming of this concert covered
diverse genres of music that originated from various cultures
and in different periods of time as well as self-composed work
in the hope of igniting the interconnected light that dispels
darkness and erases boundaries and limitations.

The performances commenced with the harmonious
chanting of “Om Mani Padme Hum?” as the elementary and
junior high choir members walked down the aisles to join
the students of DRBU and high school on the stage. Fully
assembled, the Wondrous Sound Choir transitioned into a

beautiful rendition of the Guanyin Praise.
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The IGDVS Chinese Dance group, who performed a magical
and breathtaking dance inspired by the ancient paintings on the
walls of the DunhuangZ{f Caves in China. Students who are
good at playing musical instruments performed with various
instruments such as piano, violin, harp, Chinese pipa, flute,
Chinese sheng, Indian bansuri, saxophone, and more. The pieces
they played ranged from Mozart’s “Violin Concerto No. 5 in A
Major” to the brisk “Happy Time Jazz” piano piece, the “Andante
and Allegro” piece for saxophone and piano, and even the Christmas
carol “Away in a Manger” harp piece, and a Chinese style “Give
Me a Rose” pipa music. Famous eastern, western, classical, and
modern tunes played at the concert all received warm applauses.

World-recognized musician and composer Spencer Brewer
from Mendocino County came to play his own piano pieces
“Parasols in Paris” and “Knocked out”. His music has been featured
at the Olympic Games, virtually on every airlines in the skies and
hundreds of movies and TV shows across the globe. Elizabeth
McDougall, a piano teacher at Mendocino College, is one of the
best pianists in Ukiah Valley. She played with the students and also
accompanied a few students’ performance that night. Yin Wenbo,
who holds a doctorate in music from the University of Cincinnati
College-Conservatory of Music, made his solo debut at Carnegie
Hall in July 2022. He is currently a master’s student at DRBU.
He superbly performed “Le Api,” a piece for solo saxophone with
piano accompaniment by Elizabeth McDougall. He also led one
of his students in a duet.

In between the performances of these professional musicians,
students performed singing, self-composed pipa and sheng
concerto “Relentless,” self-choreographed duet dance “Fearless”
and more. At the end of the program, the “Wondrous Sound
Choir” re-entered the stage, singing the “Amitabha Praise” and
the school song “Empty Space.” The president of DRBU, Susan
Rounds, acted as the piano accompaniment of “Empty Space”,
drawing a perfect conclusion to this winter concert.

Tickets were sold for this concert, and nearly 70% of the 400-
seat theater were occupied. The proceeds from the tickets will be
used for music education at DRBU and IGDVS. Choir conductor
Sophie Wu was also the director of this concert. She hopes to hold
such a concert again in the spring of 2023. All performances of the
“Infinite Light Winter Concert” in December 2022 are now online
for free viewing
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