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Spreading the Bodhi Seeds

—Amitabha Sagely Monastery’s Float In the
Shoufeng Township Parade
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Provided by Amitabha Sagely Monastery
English Translated by Bhikshuni Jin Nan

Amitabha Sagely Monastery is in the mountainous area of Shoufeng
Township, Hualien County, Taiwan, and is under the administrative district
of Hualien County Government. The Hualien County Government
has held the “Prayer and Parade of Various Religions in Hualien” for
thirteen consecutive years, including religions like Buddhism, Taoism,
Catholicism, Christianity, Taiwanese aborigines’ prayers to their ancestors,
Yiguan Dao (I-Kuan Tao) and others. This event is aimed to pray for peace
and harmony for Taiwan, and to ease the people’s heart through the good
vibes of religions.

Amitabha Sagely Monastery has participated in the parade in
Shoufeng Township for many years. As far as the literal meaning is
concerned, “Shoufeng” means immeasurable life, which corresponds to
Amitabha’s meaning of immeasurable light and immeasurable life. In
1991, the laywoman Zhou Wang Huifen, when dedicating the old temple
area (Note: Amitabha Sagely Monastery is now located in a new area) to
the Venerable Master Hua as a DRBA monastery in Hualien, the Master
tested us and first asked the disciples to name this monastery. We gave the
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name of the temple, such as “Puxian Temple, Guanyin Temple...” and
so on. As a result, none of the monastery names given by the disciples
was accepted. Eventually, the Venerable Master gave the name “Amitabha
Sagely Monaster” by himself. Only then did we realize that “Shoufeng”
means immeasurable life, which matches Amitabha Buddha.

In addition to naming this monastery as “Amitabha Sagely Monastery”,

the Venerable Master also wrote the couplets at the mountain gate—

Recite Amitabha’s name,
three levels and nine grades will be certified from here.
Cultivate the Paramita Dharma,

Six Paramitas and Ten Thousand Practices thus attain perfection.

This couplet is a couplet of the Western Bliss Gardens Monastery in
Hong Kong from the early years. However, the Western Bliss Gardens
Monastery no longer exist for many years because the Hong Kong
government constructed a new road and therefore expropriated that
piece of land. The Venereble Master Hua then transferred this couplet to
the Amitabha Sagely Monastery, which shows the master’s intention. He
hoped that this place would be like the Land of Ultimate Bliss, creating a
paradise of the Western Pure Land.

Amitabha Sagely Monastery has participated in the parade in Shoufeng
Township for many years. Besides the reason of cooperating with the
government’s activities, we also hope that we, who rarely interact with the
people outside the monastery, will take this opportunity to interact with
local residents. In addition, Taiwan’s religion is increasingly tending to be
Shintoism as the mainstream. If Buddhist groups still do not work hard
and show up, soon Buddhism will only stay in the memory of the people.

Therefore, we asked the organizer to arrange our float to be at the
end of the procession so that we can give out Dharma gifts to the people.
These Dharma treasure gifts are the Great Compassion Mantra pendant,
the Shurangama Mantra pendant, recipe books, pocket books and others.
We gave these Dharma gifts to the residents along the way, and create
affinities with locals, hoping to spread the seeds of Bodhi in this area.
Due to the pandemic, we have chosen to play the Great Compassion
Mantra all the way in the past few years, wishing to cleanse the area so
that all will be well and healthy.

Shoufeng town is a land of treasure with simple, warmhearted folks
and beautiful mountains and rivers. On the night of December 5 last
year (2022), the village was still quiet and peaceful, and the plants swayed
from side to side with the rhythm of the breeze. Then, the floats, most
of which were Taoist, shone from a distance, shuttling through the alleys

of the fields and gardens. These colorful floats were particularly dazzling
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in the quiet night. Among all the modern electronic floats, the float
made by the residents of Amitabha Sagely Monastery was delicate,
solemn and simple, just like a white lotus in full bloom, fresh and
refined among various blooming flowers.

This night, with light wind and drizzle, the folks of Shoufeng,
from babies in their infancy to grandparents who were over seventy
years old, welcomed this annual religious event at their doorsteps,
alleys, and streets. The balloons on the float of the Amitabha Sagely
Monastery attracted the attention of children, while the eyes of adults
were mostly focused on the compassionate and solemn Buddha
statues on the float. The image of the Buddha came into view and
was implanted in the field of the viewers’ eighth consciousnesses,
just like robust seeds sown in the field of green seedlings, which will
one day germinate and mature. When the float drove into a secluded
curve, there were only miscanthus grasses left on the side of the road.
In the night where the breeze was blowing, the chanting of the Great
Compassion Mantra from the loudspeaker on the float was very
clear. The sound of the Great Compassion Mantra gently caressed
all beings along the way, and the refreshing mantra quenched the
heat and affliction of all beings. Although the air outside the car was
still and silent, everything seemed peaceful.

Along the way, enthusiastic people set up altars in front of their
homes to worship, and occasionally rumbling firecrackers pierced
the sky. As in previous years, an SUV followed the float of the
Amitabha Sagely Monastery from behind, bringing along the Great
Compassion Mantra pendant, beads, and recipe books to create
affinities with the folks who stood by the road. This year, although
the speed of the parade made it impossible for us to get out of the car
and say “Amitabha” to the people in Shoufeng, we still managed to
greet them by saying out loud the Buddha’s name from the car and
quickly delivered the Dharma gifts to the folks from the car window.
Looking at the satisfied smiles and listening to them responding
back to us with “Amitabha”, we knew that Buddhism had slowly
flowed into the hearts of Shoufeng people.

The Liyu (Carp) Lake Scenic Area, which is adjacent to the
Amitabha Sagely Monastery, is not on the route of the parade.
Therefore, after the parade, our float continued to drive towards
Liyu Lake. We wanted to play the Great Compassion Mantra in
the Liyu Lake area on this night, praying that wherever we passed,
all living beings who hear the sound will plant Bodhi seeds. The
bustling crowd along the way was gone, and the lights of the shops
on the street had long been turned off. The north wind was blowing,
with damp air, the night was long and quiet, yet the Buddha’s light
shone on this land, and the Great Compassion Mantra continues to

linger on this mountain... &



