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44. Young Disciples
(4) Performing Events

The Venerable Master encouraged us to discuss and pursue the
truth, to use the Buddha’s teachings to guide our lives, and to grasp
daily the essence of the Buddhadharma. He wanted us to learn
on our own what was right and what went wrong. The rigor and
the kindness of the Venerable Master inspired our enthusiasm for
studying and spreading the Buddha’s teachings. The teachings of
the Buddha from journals, scriptures, and storybooks took form

under such circumstances.

[Postscript 1] Upasika Tan Guozheng (Stella):

In a Chinese folk story, Guanyin Bodhisattva was the
Princess Miao Shan (Wonderful Goodness) of King Subhavyitha.
She overcame difficulties to leave home and finally achieved
enlightenment. Narratives in the sutras, such as the Shurangama
Sutra and the Mahakarunnikacitta Dharani Sutra, revealed true
stories about Guanyin Bodhisattva. Yet, at that time, we did not
know about them, so we performed the story of Princess Miao-
Shan on stage. I think it was my idea. The Venerable Master did

not say that we were wrong. He wanted us to learn it for ourselves.
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Now I realize that I did a lot of stupid things. When I helped
edit the Gold Mountain Monastery Newsletter in San Francisco,
I once tried to explain the verse that the Venerable Master said
during his Dharma talks. After the journal was published, I
reported to the Venerable Master. He told me that when he
ascends the platform to speak the Dharma, the verses he says
or refers to have the Chan essence. These verses were for people
to understand, and any further explanation was unnecessary.

A wise man could get enlightened by catching a line or word.

[Postscript 2] Upasika Tan Guoshi (Madalena):

We were very close to the Venerable Master. He treated us
as his children. He taught us everything and played with us
(kept us amused). Usually, at the end of every Dharma session,
we would arrange to put on a performance where every act
had a Dharma-related topic. I remember the first show was
about the life story of the Venerable Master. My sister’s Chinese
was good, so she put a lot of effort into writing the script and

preparing. She tried her best to put together most of the shows.

s0To be continued
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The Great Recluse Fu

Recluse Fu was from Dongyang County, Zhejiang

Province, and lived during the Southern Qi Dynasty (479 -
502CE). When he was young he really enjoyed fishing. He
used a net to catch fish, then put the fish back in the water.
He told the fish, “If you want to swim away, swim away. If
you stay behind, you will be mine. If you swim away,  won’t
want you anymore.” Any ordinary person would say he was
an utter fool, a moron. He set the fish free after catching
them. In fact, he was speaking the Dharma of the Playful
Samadhi.

When he was about nineteen, he met an Indian monk
who told him about his previous life. The Indian monk
asked him to look at his own reflection in the water. When
he saw it, he realized he had been a monk. Then he stopped
fishing and got rid of his fishing gear. He never fished again.

He built a thatched hut in Double Wood Forest on Pine
Mountain and cultivated the Way there.
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