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Venerable Gobharana @%

of the Han Dynasty (connued)
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A Lecture by the Venerable Master Hua in 1985
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih

and the Early Bird Translation Group
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Editor’s Note : The commentary is excerpted from Venerable Master Hua’s lectures on 7he Siitra

in the Forty-Two Sections at Gold Mountain Monastery in San Francisco, California, in 1974.
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The Taoist leader Chu Shanxin and five hundred other Taoist
masters put the Taoist texts together with the Buddhist sutras and
then prayed to the Venerable Great Master Lao Zi, “Divine Lord, O
Virtuous One of the Way! You must grant us a magical response to
ensure that our texts will not burn and that the Buddhist sutras will
go up in flames!”

Many of the Taoist masters present had spiritual powers. Some
could soar through the clouds and ride the fog. Others could fly
through the air or burrow in the earth. Some could vanish into thin air.
You might see one in front of you, but suddenly he would disappear!
There were Taoists who had the power to do almost anything. They
could perform a variety of Taoist disappearing acts. They had used
the charms and spells of the Taoist religion to gain a considerable
number of spiritual powers.

When the fire was lit, guess what happened? Not only did the
Buddhist sutras not burn, they emitted light instead! The sharira of
the Buddha also emitted a five-colored light that flared into space like
the sun shining over the entire world.

As soon as the Taoist texts were set on fire, they burned to ashes

and were gone. Those Taoist masters who had been able to soar
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through the clouds couldn’t do it anymore; they had lost their spiritual
powers. Those who had been able to fly through the air could no longer
manage it. Those who had been able to burrow in the earth, could no
longer dig in. Those who had been able to vanish couldn’t disappear.
The spells they intoned no longer worked. There was no response. The
Taoist texts burned to a crisp, and the Taoist masters Chu Shanxin and
Fei Shucai died of apoplexy right then and there! Witnessing the death
of their leaders, two or three hundred Taoists shaved their heads and
became Buddhist monks on the spot. So, when Taoism and Buddhism
held a Dharma-contest for the first time, the Taoists lost.

After the book burning, the two Venerables, Kashyapa-Matanga
and Gobharana, ascended into space and revealed the ecighteen
transformations of an Arhat. They emitted water from the upper parts
of their bodies and fire from the lower parts; then they emitted fire
from the upper parts of their bodies and water from the lower parts;
they walked about in space; they lay down and went to sleep in space;
and they manifested various spiritual transformations there. Right
away the emperor and all the people simultaneously came to believe in
Buddhism. That is why this sutra (the Sutra in the Forty-Two Sections)
is extremely important. It was the first Buddhist sutra to be transmitted
to China.

Four years later, on the first day of the fifth month in the fourteenth
year of the Yongping reign, the Taoists of the Five Holy Mountains in
China came forth trying to stop the spread of Buddhism. AsI mentioned
earlier, they challenged these two Venerables to set fire to the scriptures
of both religions, but unexpectedly, all the Taoist texts burned up, and
the Buddhist sutras did not go up in flames. Even more, the Buddha’s
sharira brought along by the two Venerables radiated a five-colored
beam of light. The light seemed to form an umbrella, a canopy in the
air, which covered all those who had gathered to watch the Dharma-
contest. When all the people in attendance saw this canopy of light,

they immediately believed in Buddhism. s5To be continued

Four Great Elements

Name State Activity

Earth Solidity Produced by Repulsion
Water Fluidity Produced by Attraction
Fire Warmth Produced by Hot Air
Wind Expansion, Produced by Motion

Lightness, Mobility



