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The Sutra for the Discernment of the
Consequences of Wholesome
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua in 1971

English Translation by Su-Zhen Zeng
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Sutra:

Or they might get confused and lose their minds. Or they
might be disturbed by external evils. Or they might accept distorted
teachings, deepening their unwholesome views. Therefore, they
should first practice repentance. For those whose roots in the
precepts are pure and those whose past karma of great evil are light,
then they would be able to leave behind all obstacles.

Commentary:

Or they might get confused and lose their minds. Losing their
minds, how can one lose one’s mind? Losing one’s mind is to go insane,
they would not be able to differentiate good or evil, they would not be
able to comprehend anything anymore. They might go crazy or their
mind might produce a kind of feeling of being confused. For example,
whatever others say is good, they will claim it is not; whatever others
say is not good, they will claim it's good. They will always view things
differently from others.

Or they might be disturbed by external evils. Possibly, beings
with asuras traits such as evil ghosts, evil spirits, demons, goblins will
creep into their minds. When one’s mind has been crept into, one
might be seen as a person but one’s soul has already been overtaken by
demons and cultists.

Or they might accept distorted teachings, deepening their
unwholesome views. For example, if you wish to recite a mantra to
bring about another’s death, this is an unwholesome view.

What are evil teachings? For example, I could teach you a method
where you would recite a specific mantra, you will then receive whatever
you wish for. If you wish for women, women will come. If you wish

for money, money will come. These are distorted teachings and black
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arts, they are not proper. For instance, there is an art of great transport.
For example, when I wish to consume a certain amount of wine and if
you use a red cloth to cover over a pot or cup, once the mantra is recited,
wine will appear. This is referred to as black arts. But you might think,
“This is very eflicacious. He really does have spiritual penetrations.”
In reality, this is just black arts. If you do not truly understand the
Buddhadharma, then you will be deceived by them. They might say
they have cultivated and have attained the Way, that they have become
enlightened and have attained spiritual penetrations and other abilities.
In reality this is a case of having accepted distorted teachings.

For example, there is a kind of black art in the secret school. How
does it go? If they recite a mantra to cause the death of a certain person,
this person will die within maybe seven days, fourteen days or after three
weeks. But it is very strange that the Dalai Lama is not very efficacious
in reciting this mantra, nor could the Panchen Lama make it work very
well. Therefore in this Dharma Ending age, there is no use to this kind
of mantra.

Therefore, they should first practice repentance. For this reason,
you should first practice repentance. When you repent, you will attain
purity. Only then can you practice the wisdom of dhyana prajna and
the wisdom of no-marks prajna.

For those whose roots in the precepts are pure and those whose
past karma of great evil are light, then they would be able to leave
behind all obstacles. If you have not violated the precepts, when you
discern the wheels for all your heavy offences of the past and receive
surfaces that are fine and shallow, then all the obstacles will leave and

you will be able to attain purity.

Sutra:

Good men. Those who wish to practice repentance should go to
a serene place, according to their ability they should adorn a room
by placing Buddhist images, Buddhist scriptures and decorating it

with banners and canopies.

Commentary:

This is the second section, to properly explain the method of
repentance. This section can further be divided into two: first, to
explain the repentance ceremony and second, to explain the repentance
periods. The first part of explaining the repentance ceremony can be
subdivided into two parts: first part is to explain in detail the repentance
ritual during the day; second part is to briefly explain the repentance
ritual during the night.

2 To be continued
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