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The Shurangama Mantra
with Verse and Commentary
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
English Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshu Heng Shun

Verse:

The Buddha exhorts every sentient being.

Each should worship and practice it with reverence.

Always guard and protect them, and never abandon them.

Together we become enlightened and reach the city of the Dharma King.

Commentary:

The Buddha exhorts every sentient being. “Exhorts all sentient beings”
includes those who are good and those who are evil. Those who have
blood, breath, and awareness are “sentient beings.” Plants do not possess
awareness. However, certain plants, such as touch-me-not, close its leaves
or curl up when you touch them. They also release water like shedding
tears or blood. But they don’t have awareness. Plants have a nature, but
they do not have sentience. Also, with respect to ghosts, they have shadow,
but no tangible form. Sometimes you might see a shadow, but when look
more closely there is nothing there. You can’t find anything.

Each should worship and practice it with reverence. Whether they
are good or evil, they all should follow and accord with the Shurangama
Mantra. They all should rely on the teaching and practice it with reverence.

Always guard and protect them, and never abandon them. You
should not renounce people who practice. You should not abandon good
people. And you should not forsake people who cultivate. At all times you
should guard and protect them.

Together we become enlightened and reach the city of the Dharma
King. All together we become enlightened and arrive at the city of the
Dharma King. We arrive at the place where the Buddha dwells. &



