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So Earth Store Bodhisattva, you made these four
vast vows and when all those beings have been saved,
then you will realize Bodhi. When will this happen?
Never, or at the end of future time. Earth Store
Bodhisattva would never realize Bodhi? You need not
worry. Earth Store Bodhisattva attained bodhi many
eons ago. If he did not attain Bodhi, he would not
have such great spiritual powers and such expansive
wisdom. This is an inconceivable state. Therefore do
not worry that Earth Store Bodhisattva would never
realize Bodhi; he did so long ago. Now he is waiting
for you to attain Bodhi, for me to attain Bodhi, and for
everyone else to attain Bodhi. He is waiting for you,
me and everyone else. What is Bodhi? Why do we want
to attain it? What is it good for? Bodhi is Sanskrit and
means “awakening.” What is awakening? To awaken
means not to be muddled. Just now someone said,
“There’s no more ignorance.” That’s right! Quickly cut
off your ignorance, breaking through it, so that you

can attain Bodhi.



(MF s 4%BEs2)

CHAPTER THREE:

CoNTEMPLATING THE Karmic Conprtions OF BeEINGs
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This third chapter is called Contemplating the Karmic
Conditions of Living Beings. Contemplating means “observing.”
What are living beings? They are that which comes into being
through appropriating a multitude of causes and through pursuing
states. Why do we say they are formed as a result of many causes?
The multitude of causes include form, sensory perception, cognition,
mental formations, and consciousness. Appropriating these five
causes, the physical body comes into being. Living beings are those
born through pursuing these causal conditions and various states.
Where does karma come from? Karma may be created through
speech, physical acts, or thoughts. Why are these conditions referred
to as “karmic” instead of “causal”? Causal conditions refer to a single
type; karmic conditions are comprised of many types of causal
conditions accumulated over a long period of time.

Conditions are a set of circumstances in which karma is created.
Every living being has unique karmic conditions, and the states that
each one experiences are different. Some living beings generally
encounter happy states. Why? In the past they planted good causes,
and therefore in this lifetime they reap good results. Some living
beings consistently face very difficult situations. Why? It is because
in the past they did not plant good causes; they sowed bad ones
instead. Over time these bad causes turn into bad karma; hence they
face miserable retributions in this lifetime. In general, if we plant
good causes, we reap good results; if we plant bad causes, we reap bad
results. We create good and evil ourselves; no one else makes us do
it. This applies throughout our path to Buddhahood, a destination
reached not because other people made us, but because of our own
hard work at cultivation. Working hard at cultivation is about
planting the causes for Buddhahood, which leads to Buddhahood
in the future. Do the work of Buddhas and become Buddhas in the
future; do the work of demons and become demons. The text said
earlier that the hells are called forth in response to the three types of

evil karma.
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