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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

Some people argued, “Well, it’s possible for people to
understand but still not act accordingly.” Wang Yangming
answered, “They don’t really understand. If they did, they
would act accordingly.” Wang Yangming was a famous scholar
in China. His philosophy was that “one’s conduct must accord
with one’s knowledge.” A person with true understanding will
do the right thing; a person without it will not. If a person
understood, he wouldn’t do foolish things. Why do people do
stupid things? Because they don't really understand.

Let me give you an example. Deluded people fantasize:

How wonderful it would be if flowers bloomed every morning,
If the bright moon were full every night,
If wine gushed forth from all the springs on earth,

If money rained down when the trees in the forest were shaken.

Ignorant people who are fond of flowers think, “I wish my
flowers would always bloom beautifully and never fade.”

People who enjoy looking at the moon may say, “How 1
wish the bright moon were full every night. The moon was full
last night. How nice it would be if it were always full and never
waxed or waned. I like looking at the moon every night. The
full moon is so bright that I don’t need to light lamps. With
the moon’s natural light, I can save money.” Wouldn’t you say
such thoughts are foolish?
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The moon waxes and wanes. Flowers bloom and
wither. If a flower blooms, it’s sure to wither one day.
When flowers bloom, they’re at the flourishing stage;
when flowers fade away, theyre at the dying stage.
Similarly, the full moon is sure to wane one day. The
moon goes through stages of waxing and waning. Why
does the moon wax and wane? This is a cycle in the law
of nature. The moon represents yin; the sun represents
yang. Therefore, the sun is always round and full, while
the moon is sometimes full and sometimes not. Men
are like the sun, while women are like the moon. Why
are women like the moon? Women go through monthly
menstrual cycles. During menstruation, the uterus is full
and blood is discharged. Because women are affected by
the menstrual cycle, they are represented by the moon.
Can the moon be full every night? No, that’s impossible.
It’s foolish to have such a thought.

“If wine gushed forth from all the springs on earth.”
People who like to drink think, “Every day I have to go
and buy liquor, whiskey, or brandy, and it’s very expensive.
Wouldn't it be great if the lake turned into liquor? I could
just go down to the lake and take a drink whenever I felt
like it.”

People who are greedy for money think, “I have to go
to work to earn money. It’s really painful. If all the leaves
of the trees turned into money, wouldn’t that be great?”
But that’s obviously impossible. It’s just another form of
deluded thinking.

Here’s another example: someone might wish for a
PhD. when he hasnt even gone to elementary school,
much less high school. That’s also ridiculous. How
can you obtain a Ph.D. when you don’t even have an
elementary education? But this person thinks he can get
a Ph.D. This is also a foolish thought.

Consider another example: someone wishes for a
good harvest when he didn’t plant anything. Even worse,
someone wants to win the horse races when he didn’t bet
anything. These are foolish thoughts. However, as foolish
as they are, most people fall prey to such thoughts. Most
people make this mistake. So what’s to be done? If you're
prone to thinking like this, you should change. That’s all!

s> To be continued
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