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CHAPTER NINE:

LumiNoUS AWAKENING
At b AEAE Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
BRI B et sdncE English Translated by the International Translation Institute
bbb BT 48 BT Revised by Bhikshuni Jin Jing
H H H H rt r
A DLETEEE % ER AT Master Hua: Does anyone remember National Master Qingliang’s
TR - A AEEs44 2 ten vows which we talked about before?
BT EREMLFEE Disciple: National Master Qingliang used ten vows to urge himself
Bl o on. They are as follows:
B BRI % 1. His body would not renounce the appearance of a shaman.
B R IEAR 2 E 2. His mind would not oppose the precepts and regulations set up
B AR RS 4 by the Thus Come One.
U > PR LERE BS 3. He would not sit with his back facing the Sutra of the Dharma
FH o RARETZRE Realm.

His nature would not be defiled by states of emotional obstruction.
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FIL FAREHZER
Ft o E BRI -

His feet would not step into a nunnery.
His ribs would not touch the bed of a layperson.
His eyes would not gaze at improper spectacles.

His tongue would not taste edibles after noon time.
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His hand would not let loose of the round, bright beads.

B R BE A T BE R 10. Not for a night, would he be apart from his robes and his bowl.
P % ) I ? SV
JEA o b RAr i IS (5 Why did he make the vow, “His body would not renounce the
Fh Gy dEEESa « okEf - appearanceofashaman?” Thereare reasons for thisat that time. Buddhism
TR~ 9 fE - AEFR > LIg%]  came to China during the Han Dynasty. From the Han Dynasty to Jin
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and Liu-Song dynasties, the Qi, Liang, Chen, Northern Wei, Sui,
and Tang dynasties followed. During those several hundred years
there were lots of changes. When Buddhism was transmitted to
China, the Dharmas of a left-home person’s three robes, bowl,
and sitting cloth were complete. However, after a while, during
the Tang Dynasty, things became complicated. Some monastics
did not wear their precept sash or even long robes. Consequently,
they ruined the appearance of being monastic. In National Master
Qingliang’s time, people often saw monastics without the proper
appearance of a monastic. They did not look like monastics or lay
people.

National Master Qingliang observed that such a phenomenon
was not proper. In order to counter this issue, he made a vow
not to renounce the appearance of a shaman. “Body” refers to
his “physical body;” “not renounce” refers to not getting rid of;
“shaman” means “monastics;” “appearance” refers to the outer
looks. Even if it is the exterior appearance, he would not rid of
such a thing and stop doing it. Hence, he vowed to always carry
with him the three robes—the red sash, the seven-striped sash, and
the five-striped sash, bowl, and sitting cloth. Bowl here is referring
to the container he used to eat with, whereas the sitting cloth is
used as bedding when sleeping.

1. His body would not renounce the appearance of a shaman.
He would always wear the robe and the precept sash, treating them
as part of the very important deportment of bhikshu. Appearance
refers to the exterior look.

At that time, many “so-called” monastics with lay people’s
outer appearances proclaimed, “people neither need to observe
the precepts nor should they receive the precepts. As long as you
are upholding the precepts in your mind, why should you receive
the precepts?” This kind of wrong knowledge and wrong views
was prevalent. Although this was their proclamation, they did not
follow the precepts, receive the precepts or uphold the precepts.
They had no precepts at all. That was why National Master
Qingliang made the following vow: “Not opposing the precepts
and regulations set up by the Thus Come One.”

2. His mind would not oppose the precepts and regulations
of the Thus Come One. Wholeheartedly, he would definitely
follow and not oppose the precepts and regulations spoken by the
Buddha.

The people who were studying Buddhism at that time were not

respectful towards the sutras. So, his third vow was, “He would
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not sit with his back to the Sutra of the Dharma Realm.”

3.When he sat down, if there happened to be a copy of the
Avatamsaka Sutra around, he insisted upon sitting facing the
Avatamsaka Sutra, and would not turn his back on the Avatamsaka
Sutra, the Sutra of the Dharma Realm. Consider what this vow
means. With this power of vow, he would not even turn his back on
the Sutra let alone the Buddha.

4. His nature would not be defiled by states of emotional
obstruction. Emotions refer to love and desires; obstruction means
hindrances. As far as obstructive states of emotional love, he was not
defiled by them nor was he attached to them.

5. His feet would not step into a nunnery. This vow does not
seem very egalitarian and would upset the bhikshunis, but he still
went ahead to make this vow. What does it say? It says not only
would his feet not step into a nunnery but also not even tread the
ground by the door of a nunnery, either.

A nunnery is a place where only bhikshunis reside. This vow
indicates that he would not tread the dust even at the door of a
nunnery, which means he did not go into any bhikshunis temple
in his entire life. Consequently, many nuns would not draw near to
him, thinking, “since he doe not want to come into our monastery,
we also do not want to go to him.” Think this over. If this were
westerners, you may think, “Oh, that’s crazy! What does he mean?
What is so terrible about going into a bhikshunis temple? I go there
a hundred times a day and there is nothing wrong with that.” Well,
National Master Qingliang was too “pure and cool” (“Qingliang”
means “pure and cool”) without the least bit of spark and passion.
Right? It is just because he was extremely pure and cool without any
trace of emotional love, that he could make this pure and cool vow.

6. His body (ribs) would not touch the bed of a layperson. He
would not even touch the bed upon which a lay person slept let
alone stay over at lay people’s house. “Touch” means “not coming
into contact with it.” All of you think it over: would you be able to
live up to this?

7. His eyes would not gaze at improper spectacles. “Improper
spectacles”are things and casual conditions that do not accord with
deportments or propriety. He paid no attention to these at all. For
example, if a play was being performed, or people were dancing,
or perhaps there were some of those freaks singing, dancing, or

jumping around on the streets, he would not look at them.

s To be continued
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