=
i

BHE A EED

Honoring Elders Day

at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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On October 29, 2022, Instilling Goodness
and Developing Virtue Schools (IGDVY)
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
(CTTB) held the annual “Honoring Elders
Day”,

community members to celebrate this annual

inviting over 200 elderly and Ukiah

festival with careful epidemic prevention.

In 1992, Venerable Master Hsuan Hua,
founder of the Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association (DRBA), specially established the
“Honoring Elders, Respecting the Worthy and
Virtuous Day”, hoping to remind the world
to respect the right of all sentient beings to
live by honoring the elders and promoting vegetarianism. “Only
when middle-aged people know how to respect the elders do youth
know how to be filial. Young people should be filial, and middle-
aged people should respect the old. If this kind of education
succeeds, the world will be saved.” Since then, “Honoring Elders
Day” has become a popular annual event in many branches of
DRBA.

Even during the pandemic, the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas has still held the Honoring Elders Day every year, but
in 2020 it was only held online, and in 2021 it was held for
the senior masters in the Tower of Blessings, and only residents
in the city were able to participate. This year coincides with the
30" anniversary of the “Honoring Elders Day” held by DRBA,
IGDVS specially invited the elderly from neighboring towns
to come to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to enjoy the
programs carefully prepared by the students. Some elderly people

from outside the city came to the venue for the “Honoring Elders
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Day” before the pandemic — the big dining hall of CT'TB, but
found that this year it was changed to the section near Wordless
Hall. A performance stage and audience tents and seats were set
up in an outdoor open space, located on the main road “Bodhi
Way” inside CTTB.

The event opened with an invocation on this year’s theme—
Equanimity: The Eye of the Storm. Likening global turmoil
and negativity to a storm, this theme suggested tranquility
and peace even in the midst of instability, the same way it is
calm in the eye of a hurricane. With this message, the event
was held with the intention of invoking the joyous spirit of
peace and compassion. The students performed various talents,
from piano to harp, school band to Chinese orchestra, pipa and
Chinese piccolo to Indian bansuri, elegant Chinese folk dance
to Indian prayer dance (in honor of Diwali), “Standards for
Being Students” recitation and the DRBU-IGDVS collaborative
chorus sung the “Guanyin Praise,” the energetic dragon and
lion dances of Developing Virtue Boys’ School students, as well
as the rhythmic 24-season drums, won warm applauses again
and again.

Susan Rounds, the president of Dharma Realm Buddhist
University, was one of the elderly guests who came to celebrate
the “Honoring Elders Day” and was specially invited to deliver
a speech. “Even in the midst of turbulence and rough water,
we can find our balance. This makes me think again about the
theme for this celebration - equanimity in the eye of the storm,”
she said.

High school seniors led everyone to work on mindfulness,
explained the meaning of each character of the “Six-Character
Mantra”, and all recited “Ong Ma Ni Béi Méi Hum”, letting
everyone feel the healing power of this mantra.

Due to the consideration of epidemic prevention, a gift bag
with snacks and other items were provided for the elderly this
year, and the wonderful performances and sincere blessings of
the students have made all the elderly guests feel the warmth
of being cared for and the comfort of being respected. Elders
all wanted to come back again next year. The highlights of this
Honoring Elders Day in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
have been made into a short video, which can be viewed on the
website of IGDVS: https://igdvs.org/2022/11/25/honoring-
elders-day-2022/ &
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