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Borobudura: A Buddhist Monument in Central Java
B - — AR EN e MU SR

A Talk Given by Dr. Hudaya Kandahjaya in the Online Sunday Evening Lecture Series on July 3, 2022

P2

Hudaya Kandahjayﬁ +20225F7 A3 8 @ B & LEE R DR L

The name Borobudur originates from Sinhalese vara-budu-r

(in Sanskrit vara-buddha-rupa), meaning an excellent Buddha
image. This temple is truly an excellent one.

The edifice is meant to be a monastery that heaps all virtues
of the Buddha (sugatagunagana vihara), or a heap of Dharma
(dharmavrnddn), especially of the foremost true Dharma (agra
saddharma) which is untold to people by mundane world. The
unequaled Dharma is considered the prime medicine for all
diseases of existence.

This mandate by King Samaratunga and his daughter, Princess
Pramodavarddhani, is inscribed on the Kayumwungan inscription
which is also an inscription consecrating Borobudur. Princess
Pramodavarddhani consecrated it on May 26, 824 CE.

The Kayumwungan inscription praises King Samaratunga
and Princess Pramodavarddhani using the terms: great wisdom
(mahdjnanapunya) and virtue devotion (bhakti) and conducts like
a Buddha (buddbacarita).
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The Kayumwungan
Inscription, 842 CE.
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The meaning of these terms becomes obvious when their
elucidation in the Sang Hyang Kamahayanikan is examined
methodically. In this text, those terms indicate elevated
spiritual attainment. At the same time the terms reveal a strong
relationship among the Kayumwungan inscription, the Sang
Hyang Kamahayanikan, and Borobudur.

The explains that the top of Borobudur is an altar formed
like a wheel due to the Princess’ design. This altar is an abode
for the Jinas (jinalaya, equivalent to buddhaksetrci). The
main stupa crowns the top of Borobudur so that spiritually it
becomes like the origin and the ultimate of Borobudur.

The main stupa also presides over the whole crowd at
Borobudur and therefore is called the Lord of the Multitude,
the Lord of All Virtues, the Lord of Dense Mysteries, or Sri
Ghananatha. The multiple meanings occur because the word
ghana in Sanskrit has many meanings. Other than multitude,
the Sanskrit ghana means auspicious virtues, solid or dense

mysteries, and the cube of a number, etc.
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