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The Sutra for the Discernment of the
Consequences of Wholesome
and Unwholesome Karma with Commentary
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua in 1971
English Translation by Su-Zhen Zeng

Furthermore, if one recalls in this life from when one was
born, one is unwilling to kill and has not committed any
killings, but one’s conscious mind was thinking about the
killing karma thus resulting in the second wheels presenting
great evil of the body, this is considered a non-corresponding
response. Great evil refers to the acts of killing, stealing, and
sexual misconduct.

From this, if there are non-corresponding responses with
the remaining mouth and mind, one should know the reason.
With the remaining karma involving the mouth and mind, the
principle behind non-corresponding responses are the same
as with the karma of the body. If you received a corresponding
response, this is called purity. If you did not receive corresponding

responses, then you have not gotten purity.

Sutra:

Good men. If in the future, those who wish to transcend
birth, old age, sickness and death, those who have bring forth
the resolve to practice Dhyana concentration and wisdom
of no-marks, one should first discern the intensity of one’s
unwholesome karma from past lives, whether it is little or great,
light or heavy. For those whose unwholesome karma is great
and heavy, they should not immediately study the wisdom of
Dhyana concentration, they should first practice repentance.

Why is it so? It is because their habits and unwholesome



ANHERLHE

EEB A B o BIBAECA
Mo H=/NEE B BIEZER
WiEH 7% - B2 > EREBIgNE -
F= > SIRHBEEFM (5

2 (HTEIAHNE ?
P11« e T8

ZHT o THARRMEERAESE - 0K
JEWLAE ~ &~ W~ 2 - IR LB
e AR R 1 BRI Y
fez - FrA— Uy AE - AR
£ SEEWEREA > BERAK
BEFREROERIAN  BEEITHE
SEEERAAEEENA - THEEL
Bl EEES Y - e DI
H Ol Jo i 22 55 8 ORI FTERY
TR Z D ~ BEEEE 7
MEEELEE - ARHSEE
FE - REAEECEREENS X
B> A UHIZEEEEEEEE -
= R ESEEAER - AR

e 2 THEEJLiEEife <k - g
EERCEy (Zer
DR LAE AT D - e DLAAIY R A2

(e 2 Tt AfE B E O AT
S AFERTAE - HYEL O ER AR -
& SERRENE  F - 2Ry - T
245 BAE R0 2 38 - B E 2R L Fld
FEFRAERIIRFE > —E SR E - Bt
G T o A B R
% ENVUMR AR - thEIRELL > 2
{E A B D E A 1T DUBHY > ASTEE
LT -

FPUAUEZE 8 5 ANy Ho
9 MEMEEEE ] - Watits
AR A T B % il A AR 22 8 5%
f& > SWHGEERY IR ENEF > it
EEEE - 15 2P RCE #Y 2
st Sk A THIZ F kst - A hes

W o e ARSI - FREE R
B o M > BRI -
o4

minds from past lives are fierce and sharp. In this present time,
they would surely have created a lot of offenses and would have
violated major prohibitions. Since heavy offences were created,
if they do not repent and return to purity but practice Dhyana
concentration and wisdom, they would encounter many obstacles

and cannot certify to fruition.

Commentary:

This is the third part, to specifically explain the practice of
repentance. Here it is further subdivided into three smaller sections.
First, to explain the reason for repentance. Second, to formally explain
the method of repentance. Third, to make you understand what is
meant by being purified. What is purity? What is a response?

Good men, exhorted Earth Store Bodhisattva. If in the future,
those who wish to transcend birth, old age, sickness and death,
those who have bring forth the resolve to practice Dhyana
concentration and wisdom of no-marks, one should first discern
the intensity of one’s unwholesome karma from past lives, whether
it is little or great, light or heavy.

For those whose unwholesome karma has been great and
heavy, they should not immediately study the wisdom of Dhyana
concentration. What should they do then? They should first practice
repentance.

Why is it so? It is because their habits and unwholesome
minds from past lives are fierce and sharp. In their past lives, their
unwholesome minds are great. Fierce also means ferocious, sharp refers
to being quick. In this present time, they would surely have created
a lot of offenses and would have violated the major prohibitions.
Therefore in this present time, they would have created a lot of evil and
would have subsequently violated the precepts. Major prohibitions
are killing, stealing, sexual misconduct, and lying, these are the four
fundamental precepts. Violating the major prohibitions is not allowed
in Buddhism, but they violated them.

Since heavy offenses were created, if they do not repent and
return to purity but practice Dhyana concentration and wisdom.
Because they have violated the fundamental precepts, if they do not
repent of these karmic obstacles and allow the offenses to return to
purity, instead jumping ahead to practice Dhyana concentration
wishing to open the wisdom of prajna, then they would encounter

many obstacles and cannot certify to fruition. 55T be continued
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