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The History of Guanyin Sessions at
Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery in Taiwan
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By Bhikshu Jin Fan

English Translated by Gu Guomin

EEAEEIE R iEE > BR The pandemic in Taiwan is gradually slowing down. After nearly
KRE T =FMEZE » B8 three years of epidemic prevention education, people are able to
DISEE R > - B 741 [E]FF  see it with equanimity, and learn how to return to normal life and
EEAENBIT - BUEHE % practice. The Guanyin session to celebrate Guanyin Bodhisattva’s
TEHFEAVE S EAE > )R10H9H  leaving-home was held from October 9 to 15 at the Dharma Realm
FISHAEMEEZE NEIUEAES  Sagely Monastery in the mountain area of Liugui, southern Taiwan.
BT HHAWH{E %A1 Forty followers came to participate on the first day.
AN - During the last three days of this Guanyin session, Dharma
BZ % =K » ¥/k/E  Master Jin Yong happened to return to Taiwan, and he also came
B E4Fe 2 - thakEE= 201 > 7k to join in. Dharma Master Yong said that for the past three years,
,iﬁﬁiﬂ*@él 3t iE =44 o fih#S  he has been speaking Dharma to disciples online. Only when he
ﬁ%’ﬁ“‘%ﬂ; BEtiE o HAMEl returns to Taiwan can he truly speak to the followers in-person. He
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said, “I feel connected with everyone here, which is enough to prove
the success of Taiwan’s epidemic prevention.”

In 2018, I asked if ten lay people were willing to participate in a
seven-day Guanyin session, we could hold a Guanyin session three
times a year like the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas does. At that
time, fifteen lay people raised their hands to express their willingness.
Hence, the senven-day Guanyin session has taken place since the week
celebrating Guanyin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment in 2018. Although
there has been an ongoing Covid-19 pandemic in the past three years,
the Guanyin session has only been interrupted three times, and now
we are having the eleventh session.

Just like the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, laypeople who live in
the Way-Place, attend from morning recitation until evening recitation
and also listen to sutra lectures. The schedule of the Dharma session
is quite intense. Over the past four years, the participants have been
very enthusiastic, especially several elders over the age of seventy-five,
who still participated in the whole session, unafraid of the hard work.

Since Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery is located halfway up the
hill, facing the Liugui Basin, the morning recitation was adjusted to
5 o’clock to avoid the reverberation of the sound from disrupting the
sleep of the residents in the surrounding neighborhood. The men
living in the monastery start their day by meditating in the Buddha
Hall at 4:00 in the morning, when everything is silent. The women
living in Double Dragon House go up the mountain before 5:00 to
attend morning recitation.

The women first rented a B&B (Bed and Breakfast) to solve the
accommodation problem, and later rented a two-story private house.
Perhaps because of the sincerity of the participants, two and a half
years ago, a private house located in front of Dharma Realm Sagely
Monastery was for sale, only three minutes away from the mountain
gate. We seized this opportunity and bought it, named it “Double
Dragon House”, and it became a dormitory for women.

This house is solidly built, and the building materials were carefully
considered and chosen. It is about 1,780 square feet in size and has
five rooms, four of which are bunk rooms. It can accommodate up
to twenty-five people. Why is it named “Double Dragon House™?
Because in the 1990s, the Women’s Proper Dharma Buddhist Academy
temporarily moved to Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery, and brought
the “Speedy Cultivation and Fast Crossing over Dragon King” Lotus
Plaque here to protect the country and protect the monks. When the
Venerable Master Hua lived in this world, he cared about the safety
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of Taiwan, and gave his Taiwan residence as Dharma Realm Sagely
Monastery. This made us feel that there is a force guarding Taiwan
at all times. The Venerable Master’s compassion is evident from this.
In the past few years, the world has undergone more and more
changes. The pandemic has impacted human life. The consequences
from extreme weather, floods, fires, earthquakes, and tsunamis
are raging everywhere. There are also cruel wars that have claimed
countless lives. Cities and homes are destroyed; people are displaced,
but in the face of these relentless changes, human beings are almost
helpless. Only Buddhism can bring hope and light to all living beings
in troubled times. The Great Compassion Dharma Door of Guanyin
Bodhisattva is the wondrous way to solve these kinds of crises, so we
should always recite the holy name of Guanyin Bodhisattva, recite
the “Universal Door Chapter” and the “Great Compassion Mantra”
frequently, to help all sentient beings in the world leave suffering as
soon as possible. Therefore, the Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery
will hold Guanyin sessions over and over again so that Guanyin
Bodhisattva’s sweet dew of great compassion can be universally

sprinkled on this suffering world. &
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Exhortation on Buddha-Recitation by Dharma Master Youtan of the Yuan Dynasty
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Dried skeletons left behind pile up as high as a mountain.

Tears shed at farewell accumulate as vast as Four Seas.

Decayed, the world will be.

A lifetime, as short as a finger snap, what joy is there?
—English translated by Bhikshuni Jin Jing
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I am enclosing a check made to D.R.B.A. for a
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:

[ —HFZEE0U+FIr US$45.00 / 1 year

[ Z4EES/\ AT US$85.00/ 2 years
[] =FFEE—HTIT US$110.00 / 3 years

BRERE - fathaar vbs@drba.org
We welcome articles. Please send suggestions
or submissions for review to vbs@drba.org

ERFERNEL  In the United States & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108

Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

SRHIIE In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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