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LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS
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Venerable Kasyapa-Matanga 3“4-/ é\
of the Han Dynasty (continued) i
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A Lecture by the Venerable Master Hua in 1985
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih

and the Early Bird Translation Group
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When the books were set on fire, the Taoist books burned; the
Buddhist texts did not burn. The Taoist books were totally consumed
by the fire. What happened to the Buddhist texts? Although they were
set on fire, the Buddhist sutras remained unscathed and did not burn.

The Master then rose up into the sky and displayed spiritual changes.
At that time the Taoist priests were shocked and lost their composure.
They rushed over to make an attempt on Venerable Kasyapa-Matanga’s
life. Venerable Kasyapa-Matanga then leapt into the air and displayed
the eighteen spiritual transformations of an Arhat. For example, he
emitted fire from the upper part of his body and water from the lower
part of his body and vice-versa; while in the air, he was able to walk,
stand, sit, recline, and even suspend himself upside down. All of these
movements were done with ease and self-mastery, as if they were done
on level ground.

With a full, clear voice, he proclaimed the Buddhadharma. Venerable
Kasyapa-Matanga proclaimed the Buddhadharma with his resounding
Brahma voice, which was like a thunderclap.

Whereupon precious flowers rained down from the heavens to
the delight of the many people assembled there. At that time, from
the sky there rained down varicolored precious flowers that delighted
the multitudes, filling their hearts with joy. All were filled with Dharma
bliss. This incident actually marked the beginning of the spread of
Buddhism spread in China. Following this, many people began to study
and investigate the Buddhadharma.
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Tomb of Venerable Kasyapa-Matanga
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Later, the Master passed away in Loyang. Venerable

Kasyapa-Matanga remained in China until his passing in Loyang.
A verse says:

A golden entity appeared in a dream.

The Dharma was shouldered and carried east.

Ushering in a new era of Buddhism was what he took upon
himself.

It was as if the blind gained sight, and the deaf heard sound.
As a subduer of cultists, he eternally propagates our School.

Commentary:

A golden entity appeared in a dream. The Dharma was
shouldered and carried east. Emperor Ming of the Han, having
dreamed of a golden spirit, later learned of the “Buddha,” and
thereupon senta delegation to India to seek out the Buddhadharma.
It also just happened that the conditions had ripened for these
envoys to meet Venerable Matanga who was on his journey to the
East to propagate the Dharma.

Ushering in a new era of Buddhism was what he took
upon himself. The Buddhadharma is like the sun of wisdom
that shines and obliterates all darkness. At that time, there was
no Buddhadharma in China, a situation that was comparable to
thick clouds covering the blazing brilliant beams of light of the
sun. Venerable Matanga was like someone who cleared the sky

and caused the sun to appear. He himself spared no effort while

leading the translation work of 7he Sutra in the Forty-Two Sections.

2 To be continued
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