CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE:

THE UNIVERSAL DOOR OF GUANYIN BODHISATTVA
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

There may also be an esoteric response. Perhaps you are
due for some calamity—you’re due to fall into the sea and
drown—but Guanyin Bodhisattva secretly arranges it so that
the calamity doesn’t happen. Nobody knows about it, not even
you. Youre supposed to undergo a calamity but it disappears.
That’s called an esoteric response. Perhaps someone is supposed
to be burned to death in a fire, but he believes in Guanyin
Bodhisattva and his disaster vanishes. Such a response is
esoteric.

Perhaps you should have died in a plane crash. Even though
traveling on a plane has become very convenient nowadays,
the death toll in a plane crash can be very high. When a plane
crashes, tens or hundreds of people may die. When trains
collide with each other, many people also die. And many
people die unexpectedly in bus and car crashes. However, if
you believe in Guanyin Bodhisattva and sincerely recite the
“Universal Door” chapter and the Great Compassion Mantra,
Guanyin Bodhisattva will secretly turn your misfortune
into good fortune. She will change disaster into something
auspicious, fulfilling your wish to always be safe.

The “Universal Door” chapter was taught to explain exoteric
and esoteric responses. The “Universal Door” chapter leads to

the perfect interpenetration of the exoteric and the esoteric.
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Both exoteric and esoteric responses are perfectly
interpenetrating, and so the merit of the “Universal
Door” chapter isinconceivable. The Great Compassion
Mantra functions in the same inconceivable manner
as the “Universal Door” chapter.

I'd like to tell you a story about the Bodhisattva’s
response. Once, in Manchuria, there was a wealthy
farmer. One autumn he filled his cart with the year’s
harvest and drove it into town to sell. Having sold
his goods, he returned home with all the money hed
made. Halfway home he saw a band of robbers about
a mile up ahead. He wondered what he should do.
He couldn’t run away because the robbers had already
caught sight of him. On the other hand, if he didnt
run away, he was sure to be robbed.

When he realized his predicament, he began to
recite the Great Compassion Mantra. His driver
continued driving his cart forward while he recited.
When he got to where the robbers were, one of them
came forward and took the reins from the driver,
saying, “I'll drive.” They drove right through the gang
of bandits as if they were invisible. When they were
safely through, the man gave the reins back to the
driver, saying, “Leave here quickly! You're safe now.”
Since this man who drove the cart for them was from
the gang of robbers, the wealthy farmer thought he
must be a robber too, so he asked, “You saved us from
the robbers today. What’s your name? Where do you
live? I'd like to send you a reward.” The man said, “My
name is Ajeyam.”

Now, do you remember the line “ajeyam (Ch. [f]
#iZ# e shi yun)” in the Great Compassion Mantra? It
is the name of a Dharma protector with wings. At that
time the farmer did not remember that “ajeyam” was
a line from the Great Compassion Mantra. Only after
the man had gone out of sight did he put two and two
together, “Oh! He’s a Dharma protector in the Great
Compassion Mantra!” He then searched for “Ajeyam,”

but Ajeyam was nowhere to be found.

0 To be continued
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