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CHAPTER NINE:
LumINOUS AWAKENING

At b AEAE Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
[RF 4 2 IR0 4R8N 3F English Translated by the International Translation Institute
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Editor’s Note :When the Venerable Master Hua lectured on Chapter Nine of the Avatamsaka Sutra,
“Luminous Awakening”, he told some stories from the early 1970s about Gold Mountain Monastery.

These are published below to share with our readers.

AT ) Fire! There is a fire.
BE - 552 %E English Translated by Zhou Yuan and Elizabeth Lu
B —(Hstory (#7ZE) » 2 There is another story, and I don’t think any of you know it! It is

MRt R AENE | 44 P2 about the fire disaster which was narrowly avoided. Let me tell you, this

WHE - RS URPIsE—3% » 3(F  story is very interesting. It’s the story about one of our bhikshu’s former

story{RAFEEMY - 35 S ERIE girlfriend.

B3 52 ) —(E LE FE s S i 20 A At the time, he was working here, and his girlfriend probably couldn’t

O bear to be apart from him, so she followed along, but she couldnt do any
R PR s i 7r s s B sz qyy work. So she took refuge with me. One day, she asked me, “Venerable

T fsE2 i kg gy Master! I dont have anywhere to live right now, can I live in that space
BRRA > BTGkt Eis s » g below the stairs? Youre not using that space, and if I live there I won

MR TET. - FiRMthg  be so cold!”

KT - H—K - hZsksn 0 ¢ I said, “Sure! But you can’t smoke, and you can’t drink alcohol.”
(42 | BRI > A She said, “I never smoke or drink anyways.”

R AT LA RS B T HR(E He J5 fE I said, “If you don’t smoke or drink, then OK!”

g 2 A (EHL T IRt G B o Tl She said she would move in five or three days later, but no one knew
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how she managed to move in that very night, and went to sleep
below the stairs, and no one knew she had come — you see, we
were all cultivators, and no one meddled in anyone else’s business,
so when someone came in, no one knew. So she slept there under
the stairs.

Around 2 AM that night, I felt that something downstairs was
about to catch fire. At that time, the wood was still on the floor
and had not yet been nailed to the ceiling, so wood was littered
everywhere in the Dining Hall and Buddha Hall, and it was even
messier than now, leaving very little walking space. I was living on
the third floor, and Gwo Hsian on the second floor; a few days ago
we had put the turtles in one of the rooms there for the liberation
ceremony. Since we ran short of rooms, they had to stay there.

I walked downstairs and said, “Gwo Hsian, Gwo Hsian, hurry
up and go down to see what is happening. There is a fire. It’s going
to be on fire!” Gwo Hsian was having a ‘meeting with the Duke
of Zhou' (dozing and sleeping). Upon hearing me, he quickly
‘dismissed the meeting with the Duke of Zhou’ (woke up). He
rushed down to check if there was a fire. Probably he was still half
asleep; his eyes half-opened, were stinging from the smoke so that
he could not fully open them. Later, somehow his wits woke up.
He saw that the fire came from under the staircase. He then ran to
the bottom of the staircase and found out that it was his girlfriend’s
blanket that had caught on fire. The fire was already high and
only three inches away from her head. It was so close that the fire
almost burned her head, making her bald thus looking like a nun.
Should the fire have spread to her head and ‘raze’ her hair, it would
have been a ‘forced shaving’ to become a nun. Unfortunately, the
fire did not reach her. Haha! Then what had caught on fire? Her
blanket, just below her head which she had not covered. How did
the fire start? When she was sleeping, she smoked cigarettes and
fell asleep; the cigarettes lit the blanket. Gwo Hsian quickly took
the blanket and rushed to the kitchen where there was no wood.
Then he went back to wake her up: “Sleeping still? Youre being
burned! Not up yet? You're being burned!”

I saw that he had gone down for about twenty minutes already,
and hadn’t come up yet, so I followed him downstairs. As soon as
I went down I saw a fire burning while he was with that woman
fussing over nothing. So I said, “Hurry and put out the fire,
you can do other things later! Otherwise, this place is going to

catch on fire.” If another five minutes had passed without anyone
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discovering the fire, the entire building would have
been destroyed. Think about it, this was very, very,
very dangerous!

Our building would have been ‘swallowed’ by
the fire if it were not for our discovery five minutes
earlier. Another time we avoided the disaster by water
again by five minutes, right? (editorial note: In mid-
April of 1975, there was a broken water pipe during
construction) Didn’t you say that day there was a
flood? As it is said, “When fire burns, it can destroy
up to the First Dhyana Heavens; when flooding, water
can destroy up to the Second Dhyana Heavens; when
blowing, wind can destroy up to the Third Dhyana
Heavens” — that was what was happening then.

Gold Mountain Monastery was established with
much difficulty, and it was difficult for us to live in
this ‘Freezer’ too! Were it not for the protection of
the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, the Monastery would
have gone long ago! This is one story of the past of
Gold Mountain Monastery, and there are many other

stories but I cant remember them right now.

s> To be continued
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The Three Aspects of Learning to be without outflows are moral precepts, samadhi, and wisdom.

If you can diligently cultivate precepts, samadhi, and wisdom, and in turn, put to rest greed, hatred, and
stupidity, then in everything you say and do, you won’t calculate for yourself. You should consider the entire
world and all of humanity as your responsibility and be concerned about them. Don’t be concerned about
yourself, and then you won’t have any greed. If you make all of humanity your personal responsibility, and
set out to benefit each and every person, then you are practicing the Bodhisattva Path. If further you can
have no stupidity and afflictions, then your hatred will be put to rest. Stupidity means not recognizing truth
and instead doing all kinds of defiled things. If you have no more of all that, then you have put to rest greed,
hatred, and stupidity.
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