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[ Commemorating the 60" Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s Bringing the Dharma to the West ]
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Braving the Wind and Rain,

I Keep Marching Forward
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Written by Gold Buddha Monastery

English Translated by Zhou Yuan and the Early Bird Translation Group

= KOR EF 4 4 SF R Gold Buddha Monastery in Vancouver, Canada, hosted a three-
202247 H29HFI8 H26 H 2 week Farth Store Session from July 29 to August 26, and an eight-day
M= A - 8 H27H %] Emperor Liang Repentance from August 27 to September 3. On the
IHB3H/NREEEM - 9H4H  fourth of September, at 7:00 AM, there was an offering to the twenty-
EA47:0068 48 #5% T PUK' » four devas', followed by our bowing the Jeweled Repentance Ritual
TR AE T - Based on the Golden Light Siitra.

R T = F Ry o | Now that the monastery is reopening after almost three years of
HEWBER > OB EER - ] being closed during the pandemic, people’s hearts are full of longing
£ g E - RSF  BEHY and excitement. At the same time, we felt cautious about reopening,
ERE e EH S FJUHBARE  because there are so many more responsibilities. When the Dharma
G w2 EHE ceremony started on the July 29, people flocked to the monastery to
J\ e set up their paiwei (plaques).
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That afternoon, when the day’s session ended, two Gold Buddha
monastics went to a nearby flower shop to buy some flowers for the
Offering to the Devas on September the fourth. The shop owner was
enthusiastic when he learned about what we were doing, and when we
told him the forty day Dharma session would soon end, he exclaimed
how remarkable it was and sincerely requested the opportunity to donate
some flowers as an offering to the Buddhas. Actually, we monastics felt it
was remarkable as well, and after one month of the Earth Store Session
and eight days of the Emperor Liang Bowing Repentance, we felt cleansed
in body and in mind, as if we had shaken off a lot of dust and dirt.

One day prior to the final day, we caught sight of an old-time volunteer
of Gold Buddha whom the pandemic had made “disappear”; it felt like
a family reunion after a long separation. All were happy to learn that
everyone was well, and we all wished each other the best. We also learned
that the lay disciples of Gold Buddha Monastery took care of each other,
while still staying in touch with the monastery. It really touched us to see
the strong bond that existed between our Buddhist friends.

One day, an Upasaka who used to help with vacuuming said, “Dharma
Master, I used to be a policeman working for the court; I often told those
who were on trial about the following teaching: ‘with a thousand pieces
of gold, one cannot buy past awareness of what one should have done.””
He told them that if they had been going to a church or temple they
would not be in court now, and that that is what he himself had been
doing every Sunday. He is truly a good disciple of the Venerable Master,
and quite a good spokesperson for the Dharma.

Although everything around us is uncertain, what we can be certain
of is the heart of compassion of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas and their vows
to remain at the side of suffering living beings. Although the medicine
of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas may taste bitter, it is good medicine of
unsurpassed effectiveness.

May peace soon prevail throughout the world. May beings quickly
transcend suffering and attain bliss, and may all realize the Buddha Path.
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"The twenty-four devas, the revered ones:

Deva Mahasvi (Great Merit and Virtue),

Deva Savasvati (Great Eloquence),

Deva Mahabrahma (Great Brahma),

Deva Great Sakra (Lord Indra),

Deva Dhrtarastra (33 [EfKDeva Guardian of the Kingdom) in the East,
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Deva Virtidhaka (}% &K, Deva Increase and Growth) in the South;
Deva Virtipaksa (& H K, Deva Broad-eyed) in the West,
Deva Vai$ravana (2% ]k, Deva Great Erudition, the god of wealth)
in the North,

9. Deva Guhyapada (Traceless Vajra),

10. Deva Prthivi (Firm Guardian of Earth),

11. Deva Skanda (Weituo),

12. Deva Paficika,

= 13. Deva Bodhivrks$a Raja (Bodhi-Tree King),
14. RFEHBX 14. Deva Holy Harit],

15. STPHEEXR ~ 15. Deva Harit],
16. ZERERAZ X ~ 16
17. 828X ~ 17

mASBELR ~
BFBHFEBEX ~
dFSHEX ~
9. VHFERZEXR ~
10. BBERMIFPE R ~
11. ZEBREX ~

12. RSB X ~

13. 2RI ZX ~

o N o,

. Deva Mahé$vara,
. Deva Surya (Sun Palace),

18.A@&X ~ 18. Deva Chandra (Moon Palace),

19. 228X 19. Deva Naksatra (Stars Palace),

20.Z4+=XREX 20. Deva trayas-trim$ah (Thirty-Three),

21 RAEEEEX ~ 21. Deva Yama King,

22.% AT LI EEE 22. the Devas who are the Dharma Protectors of the Bright Light
23. %BRIGE Assembly,

24 BMBREIBE o 23. Deva Sagara King,

24. Deva Kinnara King
—— A8 (EAAETFRFR)

— Excerpted from Bright Golden Light Repentance,
Section on Making Offerings to the Devas
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I am enclosing a check made to D.R.B.A. for a
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:

[ —HE354 V07T US$45.00 / 1 year

[ ZEES/\+FIT US$85.00 / 2 years
L] =#FEE—H TIT US$110.00 / 3 years

BT  MfFEeF vbs@drba.org
We welcome articles. Please send suggestions
or submissions for review to vbs@drba.org

EXZEHNE In the United States & Europe, please send to:

Gold Mountain Monastery
800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

RN In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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EEAE ¢ (02) 2786-3022 {HEL : (02) 2786-2674

44 Name:
gk Address:

FEeh Tel. No.:
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