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[ Commemorating the 60" Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s Bringing the Dharma to the West ]

Kalyana Tea at the Sudhana Center
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By Xiaojuan Shu
Chinese Translated by Cha He

Kalyana Tea is a DRBU weekly event anchored and organized
by Ajahn Kovilo (BA’24) on Saturdays at the Sudhana Center,
DRBU Ukiah campus. As Ajahn Kovilo describes it, “‘Kalyana’

is a Sanskrit and Pali word for ‘beautiful’ and ‘excellent’ and is

shorthand for ‘kalyanamitta’ or ‘good spiritual friend’ and here
denotes seasoned monastic and lay teachers and practitioners
whom we will be inviting to have tea with the community.
Each week will feature a different guest who will be open to our
communal dialog.”

Kalyana Tea started on August 13, 2022, right after the DRBU
New Students Orientation and before the Fall semester began.
Kalyana Tea guest speaker list this semester includes Bhikshu
Jin Chuan, DRBU Chaplain; Dillon Balmaceda, an ordained
Zen priest from San Francisco Zen Center and a current DRBU
BA student; Dr. Susan Rounds, the President of DRBU; Ajahn
Kovilo himself, as a substitute guest; Bhikshuni Heng Yin from
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The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB);
Kittisaro (Harry Randolph Weinberg), a former-
monk ordained in the Ajahn Chah tradition for
fifteen years and a follower of Master Hua’s teaching
for thrity-five years and a new DRBU MA student;
DRBU Professor Lauren Bausch, who has a PhD
in Sanskrit from UC Berkeley and specializes in
Vedic and early Buddhist philosophy; Bhikshuni
Jin Deng, Bhikshuni Heng Yi, Bhikshu Jin Wei, Dr.
Ron Epstein, and Terri Nicholson among others.
All guests so far have genially and generously shared
their spiritual journeys, inspirations, and practices
over freshly made tea.

During his afternoon sharing, Kittisaro spoke of
why he decided to come to DRBU, “For decades,
I've been guided and inspired by Master Hsuan
Hua who founded this wonderful monastery, The
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, and Dharma
Realm Buddhist University. I first heard about the
Master right in the middle of my monastic life,
when I was a Theravada monk in the Thai Forest
Tradition under Ajahn Chah. All these years later,
it is really wonderful to have the chance when
I’m seventy years old, to be in a place guided and
inspired by the principles that the Master lived by.
As I was getting older, I thought, hey, I don’t want
to just get old, I want to keep learning. And so, to
have the opportunity to begin again, as a Masters
student here, in a place and with a curriculum
deeply rooted in the Dharma, rooted in ethical
living, the cultivation of a composed presence of
mind, and the bringing forth of a liberating insight
to transform our lives and the lives of those around
us—that is something exciting for me.”

Kalyana Tea has been a grounding spiritual event
for the community and a cherished opportunity
to come together every week during this ongoing
pandemic. As Ajahn Kovilo puts it in his invitation
to the DRBU community, “Come for the Dharma,
stay for the tea!l” &
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