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[ Commemorating the 60" Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s Bringing the Dharma to the West ]
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A Brief Progress Report on the WEBI Project
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An Excerpt from Upasaka John Chu’s Talk in the Online Sunday Evening Lecture Series on September 11, 2022

English Translated by the Early Bird Translation Group
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The Venerable Master Hsian Hua traveled thousands of miles and
exhausted his efforts to bring the Buddhadharma to America, first
and foremost by establishing a monastic Sangha that practices in
accord with the Dharma and can teach the principles of the Dharma
to rescue sentient beings.

Today’s report is separated into three sections. The first and
second sections are short powerpoint presentations; the third
is a short 3-D video provided by our architect on the second
stage of progress for the interior and exterior of the Wonderful
Enlightenment Hall (also called the Hall of the Buddhas of the
Five Directions).

Although the plan for the first section has been reviewed
twice already, I feel it is important [to get the plan right] because
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua instructed us how the Great
Buddha Hall should be built, how CTTB should be used, how
the east and west campus should be planned, and what are to

be the principles and goals of the eastern campus of the WEBI.
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Thus, every time we make a report, we should mention these
points and open them up to scrutiny and review. It would be
very bad if we were to rush headlong to completion, forgetting
our original purpose and foundation.

Now, please look at this part, which we have seen before.
This is the revised plan for section one which we are reporting
on today. In 1992 the Venerable Master delivered the following
instruction in the Guanyin Hall of our old (existing) campus.
What he said has been published in Vzjra Bodhi Sea: “Now, the
government might approve this plan [for the eastern area]. If
it is approved, we will build a formal palatial Buddhist temple
where all cultivators can assemble and cultivate. The space will
be big enough for many activities, such as precept transmission.
CTTB can be considered to be on the right track once we
complete all this. When we build the WEBI project there [East
Campus], this area [West Campus] will become the university,
high school, and elementary school.” This was the Venerable
Master’s instruction in 1992 on how to use the new school area
[East Campus] and the old school area [West Campus].

The Venerable Master crossed the vast ocean, putting all his
effort into bringing the Dharma to the West. In the United
States, his primary goals were to establish the Sangha, teach
living beings, and encourage cultivation in accord with the
Dharma. If we adhere to the Venerable Master’s lofty vision,
this WEBI (Wondrous Enlightenment Buddhist Institute)
located on the East Campus, will become a tower of wisdom

and compassion for all living beings.

TR E R
Team Bodhi
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Now allow me to briefly introduce Team Bodhi. One of
the members, and the chief financial officer, is Upasaka Jimmy
Zhang (Guo Bao). His entire family has always been supportive
and protective of CTTB as well as of this new project. His older
brother, Upasaka Guo Huang, is a team member as well. It is also
worth noting that his mother was very supportive of the team
and their project. Last year she passed away, leaving behind many
sharira.

Upasaka Howard Hu (Guo Hao) is another member of
Team Bodhi. He has been working in the AO (administration
office) since the days when Venerable Master Hsuan Hua was
here. In recent years, every six months—and sometimes every
three or four months—Howard Hu drove eight to nine hours to
Los Angeles to visit his aging mother. The last time he traveled
south, his mother asked him, “What are you doing now?” He
said, “CTTB’s East Campus construction project has started, and
I am a volunteer.” Originally, his mother had wanted him to stay
a few more days, but when she heard that he was volunteering at
CTTB, she said, “Hurry, return this afternoon; you don’t need to
stay the night this time.” What great maternal love! This is a story
of Upasaka Hu Guohao and his mother.

The Hall of the Buddhas of the Five Directions project was
commissioned by the Venerable Master. In 1992, a Chinese
professor from Beijing named Zhang came to CTTB to live
for a while. This professor was an expert in Buddhist temple
architecture, and the Venerable Master invited him to design the
East Campus temple. The first question he asked the Venerable
Master was: “Which Buddha or Bodhisattva will this new temple
be dedicated to?” The Venerable Master said, “We want to honor
the Buddhas of the five directions.” So this is the wish of the
Venerable Master, and the origin of the Hall of the Buddhas of
the Five Directions.

The Venerable Master had a lock of his hair preserved and told
us to place it at the foundation of the Great Buddha Hall in the
WEBI when it was being built. Why would the Venerable Master
want to incorporate his hair into the foundation of the Hall of
the Buddhas of the Five Directions? This is an act in accordance
with his eighteen great vows. The power of the Master’s vows
will last forever! He wanted to build a great smelting furnace for
the refinement of cultivators, so that he could fulfill his vow of
molding live Buddhas and live Bodhisattvas.
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Great Buddha Hall.

I have just told you about the origin of the Hall of the Buddhas
of the Five Directions. We hope that during the building’s laying
of the foundation stone ceremony, everyone can come together
to celebrate.

The floor plan of the future Great Buddha Hall locates the
statues of the Buddhas of the Five Directions in the center, on
the north side of the Hall. As for the four corners of the hall:
the northeastern corner will be the monks’ office, the northwest
will be the nuns’ office, the southeast will be the Patriarch Hall
with a statue of the Venerable Master, and the southwest will
be the donation department. All the six partitions between the
east and west of the Great Buddha Hall will be opened during
ceremonies, and the building will be able to hold about two
thousand and five hundred people. When ceremonies are not
taking place, the partitions will be used to form six rooms for
lectures or classes, while the center area will be used for CTTB’s
eight daily practices: Morning Ceremony, early morning bowing
repentance, the Avatamsaka Sutra recitation, Meal Offering, Great
Compassion Repentance, Evening Ceremony, sutra lectures, and
Shurangama’s Heart Mantra recitation.

This is the floor plan for the first, second, and third stages
of the WEBI project. The first stage of construction, on the
eastern side, will be the monks’ dormitory; the second stage of

construction—which I just told you about—will include the
Wonderful Enlightenment Buddha Hall, the Dining hall, and
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WEBI/IIPE Site plan of phase 1,2,3
WEHNEBRE—. =, =HIZFEE (with Roadway in Green)

the Lecture Hall (Library). The third stage

of construction will be the nun’s dormitory.
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The western side is what we are all already

familiar with, and comprises the existing
buildings of the West Campus: the Tower
of Blessings, the Buddha Hall, etc.

The Wonderful Enlightenment Hall on
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the Eastern Campus will be about five to six
<~ times larger than the current Buddha Hall
(also called Guanyin Hall), located on the
Western Campus.

If anyone here today is willing to
participate in this construction project,
or wants to volunteer, please feel free to
sign up on the website. Anyone who has a background in
construction or project management is welcome to apply. We
need someone with such qualifications for the second and
third stages of construction. Please take a look at the website:
www.drbavolunteers.org.

If anyone has any questions about the first stage I have

described above, we can provide some simple answers now.

Q: Are the statues of the Buddhas of the Five Directions
installed here already in the hall?

A: The statues of the Buddhas of the Five Directions have
not yet arrived at the WEBI. We have sent an inquiry to the
factory that is manufacturing the statues. We just need to wait
until the second stage of construction of the Buddha Hall is
nearly complete. When construction is almost done, then we

will welcome the statues, and install them in the Hall.

Q: Will we be able to participate in ceremonies on the new
Eastern campus? And where will we live?

A: There will be shuttle buses to take you to and from your
dormitories. For those who come to the East Campus to
attend ceremonies, there will be buses in the morning, and
after the ceremonies end, in the afternoon, there will be buses

to take you back to your dormitory on the West Campus.

s To be continued



