An Essay in Support of Rebuilding
Nanxun Ultimate Bliss Temple’s
Liberating Life Pond (continued)
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English Translated by Brian Chung

T T 84=# LR An ancient said, “If you wish to know the cause of wars
o AIREFIERE o | X and conflict, simply listen to the midnight cries of animals in
o TEgERERY o KR the slaughterhouse.” It is also said, “World peace can only be

FFAEFRA - achieved if all persons abstain from eating meat.”
B HIW AR A TR Thus, we must understand that liberating life and not
FER M BaE - killing is the ultimate solution to saving the world, for it

B R KR - HER R eliminates the root causes of war.
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Therefore, Great Dharma Master Zhi Zh¢é £ of the Chen dynasty
(557-589) purchased sixty plus locations with fish-capturing devices in
Linhai County (Zhejiang Province), spanning across four hundred %, to
be converted into liberating life ponds. He then convinced the Emperor
to issue an edict prohibiting poaching at these locations, and karmic
retribution often fell upon those who dared to violate it. Up until the
Zhenguan H# years (627-649) of the Tang [Fdynasty, it remained thus
s0.

During the second year of the Qianyuan ¥zZJT era of the reign of
Emperor Suzong E5% (711-762) of Tang, the emperor issued an edict
ordering all the provinces to build liberating life ponds, and appointed
famed calligrapher Yan Zhenqing BEELIH to write the stele inscriptions.

Moreover, Yan Zhenqing said, “My Emperor has turned all under
heaven into a pond of mercy, to let living beings benefit from the blessings
of the Dharma, and through the power of the sacred mantras, transcend
this sea of Samsaric suffering. There wasn’t anything like this before. If
we examine the dynastic history, we cannot see another dynasty that
matches the above virtue.”

In the first year of the Tianxi K1 (1017-1021) era of the reign of
Emperor Zhenzong E5%(968-1022) of Song %K, he ordered the entire
realm to construct liberating life ponds. The famous West Lake of
Hangzhou was also converted into a liberating life pond.

Additionally, Great Dharma Master Lian Chi 3#f, (1535-1615) of
the Ming B9 dynasty constructed two liberating life ponds in Shangfang
and Changshou. His essay on cherishing life and liberating animals has
circulated across the world. Over the last three hundred years, his virtue
remains greatly admired, and countless people have been brought upon
this path of mercy by his teachings.

There are some who say we should first help the poor, widowed and
suffering of this world, and not the animals.

However, I say they are ignorant of the reason the Buddha exhorts
cherishing life and saving animals.

Even though animals and humans differ in form, their Buddha-
nature is the same. They are animals because of negative karma, and
we are humans because of positive karma. If we do not now show pity
and compassion, and instead indulge our appetite, then once our good
fortune is exhausted, and their retributions have ended, we will switch
places with them to repay them with our own flesh.

All strife and conflict are the results of past killing karma. If we are
without killing karma, then even if we meet bandits, they would be
kindly disposed toward and not harm us.

The same goes for plagues, floods, fires, disasters and accidents. Those
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who cherish life and free animals rarely meet such misfortunes. To
protect life is to protect ourselves, and by abstaining from killing, we
will never be killed by heaven, ghosts, bandits or blood feuds.

Of course, we must save the poor, widowed, orphaned and needy
whenever we can, and those who liberate and cherish life often give
alms generously. However, as pitiable as the poor and suffering are,
they are not on the verge of slaughter. On the other hand, if animals
are not saved, they would be immediately killed and eaten.

Furthermore, others may question how we could save all the
countless animals that exist.

I say that as the purpose of liberating life is chiefly to encourage
all to produce the great and compassionate resolve to save animals,
and refrain from eating meat; once the demand for meat is gone,
activities such as fishing will stop as well. When this is the case, all
that which flies, trots and swims will be able to live freely in their
respective habitats, and the whole world would be transformed into
a liberating life sanctuary.

Not everyone liberates life, but even if just one person cherishes
life enough to abstain from meat, then countless land and sea animals
will be freed from slaughter, and more will be so if many people
abstain from eating meat. We must cherish life and liberate animals to
help present and future people neutralize karma that causes them to be
widowed, orphaned, impoverished, and afflicted, and to attain health,
longevity, nobility, prosperity, peace and happiness, and ensure love
between father and son and couples.

Those who do so will be free from the aforementioned misfortunes,
and enjoy for the rest of their lives, and in all the lives to come, blessings
of longevity and prosperity. This is to cover the nation with blessings.
Thus, by saving animals we save humanity as well.

Outside of Nanxun Ultimate Bliss Temple, there is a liberating life
pond. But over the years, the pond has silted up, because parts of the
temple’s sides were not properly built and have partially collapsed. Thus,
whenever good people release life, they do so in a small nearby river. Even
though they seek to do good, the animals hardly benefit; more than half
of the animals released in the morning are recaptured by evening. If we
are near a great river, then we should liberate life there, but small rivers
are unsuitable.

Dharma Master Yuan Lin, who cannot bear to watch this continue, has
resolved to dredge the pond and build up a secure and solid perimeter fence
to create a safe sanctuary for all to liberate life. This is a most wonderful

initiative. Yet people have yet begun construction. Luckily, senior Dharma



REAHHAAEBREES  REZSEEF
4% o JERTERER TR ISR - M AEARE L
THEEZ > BRIE - EEERR A - L
BRI o TR SHECEEE Y -

P REESTAN - R - DAEIR 2] -
ZREE - FEZSFREL > WK - B§H
SZERUMRE > #EREL AL o HE
EmeaEEHE  EEZF - SN
AIEERCZ TS /N RIETIRATE. -

BEFRAEN LA A > BEREHAM » FPEE
B DL R 55 - B AR A T e
HEEIREES - MR - EEFERE = KA
£ —HRAEEMEZE - RUFEME - e
IR &% - BEIEHEE -

RRTERESS - BIFCERHSE - (HLL TR
K FIIEERR o BEERERE(E AN E > HE
g - T T1ER -

THEIFEQIMRE 1S - ST > A
2 BETE - BRENEAYBZARR
Lo KBESETT > i A ag A 2 SRR - Hy
B8 S 2 - HEERLMER > [F3%Ew 0 [FFFE
BRI EIG Ry - [RYPERESAT » HIfE
Mz > SEEEE - SRFEEEWECH - T
ELE - MAREZ HTREHIEE - EAREET
R - #

Master Jiao San of Putuo Mountain recently dropped
by for a visit, and they both shared the same vision.
Dharma Master Yuan Lin has since entrusted Master
Jiao San with the running of the temple so he may let
go of such matters and focus on attaining rebirth in the
Pure Land. Master Jiao San, having taken on this duty,
wishes to quickly accomplish the restoration. However,
as the project is hard and costly, his own resources are
insufficient. He intends to raise money and support
from the faithful of the town. He has also asked me to
write this introduction.

I am saddened by the wars and violence of our
current era, so I always yearned to help, but didn’t have
the opportunity to do so until now. His request has
moved my heart, and so I have discussed herein the
shared innate nature between humans and animals, the
principles of karma, and the consequences of killing.
I hope all the donors will unite behind the vow of
kindness, and donate generously to ensure that this
virtuous project can be completed as soon as possible,
so that countless animals may finally receive sanctuary.
The merit and karmic benefits will be boundless and
unlimited, able to melt away myriad disasters as towering
as a mountain of ice, and gather together the clouds
of auspiciousness. Lastly, the beings who will repay the

kindness in the future will number in the trillions. #
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Editor’s note: Illustrations in this article are collected from
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