My Affinity with

the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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My Dharma name is Guo Nhan. Today I would like to
share how I came to know CTTB, and was accepted to live
here to cultivate. I came to know the Buddhadharma in 1986,
and then I became a vegetarian a few years afterward. I used to
attend many Vietnamese temple. However, in 1989, a friend of
mine introduced CTTB to my husband and me. He said that
there is a virtuous, well-respected Dharma Master cultivating
at this temple. My husband and I then went to CTTB; we
were overwhelmed with joy when we also discovered that
CTTB had schools as well. My husband and I planned for our
two younger sons to attend school and also for us to cultivate
at CTTB. In 1991, our sons were accepted, and so we moved
to CTTB. However, since our eldest son was still attending

college, my husband had to stay behind and remain working
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to support the family.

From 1989 to 1991, prior to moving to CTTB, I
did my best to learn Great Compassion Mantra and
Shurangama mantra in Chinese, though it was very hard
to learn the Mantras in Chinese. I was still determined to
learn them so that when I come to CTTB, I could keep up
with assembly during ceremonies. Subsequently, I moved
to CTTB. I still had a hard time due to the language
barrier. I couldn’t speak Chinese, nor was I able to speak
English well. Nonetheless, I did not feel hopeless. About
a year later, my husband moved to CTTB to live with us.
During those years whenever the Venerable Master came
back to CTTB, my husband used the time very wisely.
After Morning Ceremony, a few people followed the
Venerable Master to study Buddhist literature. Though I
did not understand Chinese, I still went along each time
to listen until the end of the class. In mid 1993, our whole
family moved back to LA. Leaving CTTB really affected
my husband and [; no words could describe our deep
sadness. Though we had moved out of CTTB, I continued
to follow CTTB’s schedule. Every day before leaving for
work, I did Morning Recitation. On the way to work, I
recited a hundred eight times the Great Compassion
Mantra. In the evening, I recited sutras and Amitabha’s
nameshoping to be able to return back to CT'TB one day.

Eighteen years later, all of our sons have grown up, so
my husband and I decided that we should return to CTTB.
My husband made a visit to CTTB and respectfully asked
the Abbot of CTTB if we could move back. The Abbot
answered, “Welcome back.” When we heard this response,
we were filled with joy. In 2011, my husband and I moved
back to CTTB. During the time I was living outside of
CTTB, the Venerable Master did not stop watching
over and guiding me. For example, I usually recited the
Avatamska Sutra in Vietnamese. There are eight volumes,
and when I was halfway through reciting the seventh
volume of the sutra, I started to slack off and stop reciting it.
A few weeks later I had a dream where I saw the Venerable
Master hand me two thick books with red covers. When I
woke up, I didn’t understand what the Master was trying

to tell me.
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A few days later, I understood that the Master was

reminding me to continue reciting the Avatamska Sutra.

The eight volumes of the Avatamska Sutra (Vietnamese
version) were thick books with red covers, matching the
description in my dream.

Two years ago, I made a false statement, and then
realizing my mistake, I wanted to repent, but did not know
how. A friend of mine told me that the Venerable Master
once said that anyone who wants to make a wish, should
recite the Earth Store Sutra one hundred times. Then his or
her wish will come true. I was so happy and applied this
for my repentance; halfway through the hundred times

of reciting the sutra I dreamed of the Venerable Master,

wearing a brown sash and a bamboo hat on his head. The
Venerable Master smiled happily. I then asked him how he
was. He replied, “Good, good.” When I woke up, I was
so happy believing that the Venerable Master understood
my repentance. There were other dreams I have had that
involve the Master, but I dont remember the details, so this
is all I can share. Having moved to CTTB, I have changed
alot: I have learned to be more open and forgiving and my
deportment has improved immensely as well, especially
my deportment in walking, standing, sitting, and lying

down. &
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I am enclosing a check made to D.R.B.A. for a
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:

EEHIE In the United States & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108

Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

BRI In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055  Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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L] —FEEPU+ 77T US$45.00 /1 year

] ZF3Ea/FIIT US$85.00 / 2 years
[] =FFE&—H 17T US$110.00/ 3 years
e Tel. No.:
BT - fatkper vbs@drba.org
We welcome articles. Please send suggestions
or submissions for review to vbs@drba.org
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