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The Making of the New Earth Store
Bodhisattva Statue
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By Alan Nicholson
Chinese Translated by Janet Lee
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The full name in Chinese is Dayuan

Dizang Pusa (Chinese: AKFEMEE: =20 " ORREMGE 50 , (" R
[#; pinyin: Dayuan Dizing Pasy), HIRSEKsitigarbha) » ZEGE{H

or “Bodhisattva King Ksitigarbha of
the Great Vow,” Ksitigarbha (Sanskrit
Ksitigarbha, Chinese: #fj&; pinyin:
Dizang) is a Bodhisattva primarily
revered in East Asian Buddhism and
now, usually depicted as a Buddhist

monk. His name may be translated
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as “Earth Treasury,” “Earth Store,”
“Earth Matrix,” or “Earth Womb.”

Ksitigarbha is known for his vow to
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Clay model of wood carving at Sheng Kuang Sculpture Co.
/ December 2015

take responsibility for the instruction of all beings in
the six worlds between the death of Gautama Buddha
and the rise of Maitreya, as well as his vow not to
achieve Buddhahood until all hells are emptied.
The committee that is overseeing the building
of the Earthstore Bodhisattva Hall at the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas did a vast search for statues
of Earthstore Bodhisattva. We found one statue that
everybody liked. This statue was made in Mainland
China by a wood carver there.

After much research, we found his name and his
address. In this age, we are lucky that locating things
through the internet is very easy, and can make this
big world seem very small. We commissioned this
woodcarver in mainland China to carve this statue. The
name of the sculptor who did the original carving is
Qifu Wang.

He could not make it as large as we wanted it. It
is a pretty large hall and we wanted him to make the
image over 14 feet tall. To accomplish this, we had to

bring the smaller statue to Taiwan where there is the

Fiberglass casting of clay figure / May 2016
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technology and capability to create such a large statue. They
reproduced this wood statue in clay two feet tall and then
it was enlarged to the size that we requested and cast it in
bronze.

Mr. Wang says, “I emphasize the beauty of the
Bodhisattva’s adorned features as an embodiment of the
Dharma. Its simple lines complement the colors. The
right triangular outline exhibits composure and grace and
symbolizes the vast vows of Earth Store Bodhisattva.”

Furthermore, “We humans should keep our minds
tranquil as the Earth, nurturing all life forms unconditionally.
Acting effortlessly, the Earth is impartial, honorable and
unattached. Humans should live in harmony with the world.
We must safeguard our original mind. Being able to see one’s
true nature is to realize Buddhahood. The nature is our
original Buddha nature, which we must learn to appreciate
on our own. Earth Store Bodhisattva holds the Earth that

contains countless seeds of goodness.”

Painted fiberglass casting, two feet high / May 2016.
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Full size Styrofoam model / December 2016.
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Work on polishing and finishing completed bronze casting / June 2017.
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Although delighted to carve a statue for the HYZE - B AMA 5 A & ST FR AT it e

City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, he was not able to B © g
carve a statue the size we required in wood because BERNERAASTIIREL AL E—E—EFT7 é
of the instability of wood itself. It was decided R EEREMEN - AR KR - = i—
to have him carve a size he was comfortable with AT 3 KRG (6 4 B P PR AL B A (R - 24 |
and we would have it enlarged and cast in bronze SR H SR ERR - FFE BT ARG E LD .
at a factory in Taiwan. BB E S R T3 T B —HE RSN FaEEE

The name of the company that created the Halfgh g - SHenfFRMAVEHE -
final, cast bronze statue is Sheng Kuang Sculpture hetp://www.cttbearthstore.org &

Co., Ltd in Taoyuan, Taiwan. This process is made
for a much finer statue. This is a wonderful thing
and will allow more opportunities for people to
cultivate and draw near to Earthstore Bodhisattva.

The company is a forty-five-year old company
located in a well-equipped factory of 10,000
square feet and staffed by a team of competent
craftsmen with vast experience and skills in large
bronze Buddha sculptures. They are a flexible
team of highly experienced sculptors who
consistently create exquisite works of sculpted
Buddhist artifacts in cast bronze at any scale from

10 inches to a hundred feet tall. Please visit our

website:
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hetp:// ccttbearthstore.org & Completed and with freshly applied clear sealer / July 2017
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