(#5446 %% =]

CHAPTER Two:
Tue DivisioNn Bobpies GATHER

At B A AR Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
PRF 48 R IR0 4k 80E Translated by the International Translation Institute
hesdnE L A& 1537 Revised by Buddhist Text Translation Society

CIHEBETH 22 | @ 35 F s pEsn JR e I, Earth Store Bodhisattva, only hope that the World
BEE TR, T RIS R B 5 Honored One will not be worried about beings of the future

R R T K%ﬁwﬁﬂi_%ﬁﬁ who have bad karma.” Why does he say that? He means: |

B LA R  y (fsiesa R siag  will take the responsibility, entrust me with this responsibility.
REIUE 2 fhpysE Eate © MoK EHE - B Buddha, do not be concerned because I will not become a

(EFEATLETR IR ARTEAS T - A Buddha undl all beings become Buddhas. “Unless the hells are
g SRR AR B o emptied, I will not become a Buddha; only when all beings
CHURSOR 2 HER R s pEss . 5 are saved, will I attain bodhi.” Therefore I ask the World
SRR B DI RS R BEE, » /<  Honored One not to worry; let me, Earth Store, shoulder this
TEE > SEREAREER(E . responsibili:
TMEZH1ME] T —i - In that way he addressed the Buddha three times... He
B DR SRS (EE %E% said it once, twice, and three times. This shows the gravity of
M o B E R L = gmus 5§ the matter; he is taking it seriously. This is similar to reading
i IR RS 2 3 R o ;. the Constitution three times to pass it. Read it once; see if there
IE 934745 A\ HHEE » shef =i @0 - JiE  are any objections. Read it twice; see if people agree. If no one
2R EHSEEIE ? R 0 S M5 says anything, then after the third reading it passes. So is Earth
EEETEIE RS » L E = = »  Store Bodhisattva trying to pass something? No. Repeating his
o= o BEER RS Rk hope three times is Earth Store Bodhisattva’s way of expressing
(T 30 RS R SSER » FrDIEH#sR T his earnestness. Saying it only once may make him appear
=g — THERH{HE®E » RLIfgfitm2es  irresponsible. Saying it twice may not be enough to show his

B o SR A\ ARED Bski4 it sincerity. Therefore, three times, he said to the Buddha, “T only
T ([ 5 SR 2L 4 i > M & hope that the World Honored One will not be worried about

g s a5 R smsmiyys  beings of the future who have bad karma. I, Earth Store, take
e FE R AR o full responsibility for them. I will definitely deliver beings who
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have bad karma to the other shore so they become Buddhas.

At this point in the lecture, should we not be happy?
Although we have created so much karma, we still have an
opportunity to become Buddhas. Why? A few days ago, I told
you I wanted to buy insurance for someone. Now someone is
buying insurance for us. Who bought insurance for us? Earth
Store Bodhisattva. He guaranteed in advance that we, living
beings who created bad karma, will all become Buddhas. This is
equivalent to buying insurance for us. Those of us who hear the
Earth Store Sutra now need not be worried or unhappy because
we all have the opportunity to become Buddhas. Why? Earth
Store Bodhisattva is our underwriter who long ago guaranteed
that we, living beings with bad karma, can become Buddhas.
He takes full responsibility for this to happen because until
we become Buddhas, Farth Store Bodhisattva will not attain
bodhi. We ought to be elated.

I am so happy about this satra passage that we have
lectured on today, I wrote an English song for you to sing. The
song is called “'m Really Lucky to Meet a Good Knowing
One.” Who is the Good Knowing One? It is Earth Store
Bodhisattva. Meeting Earth Store Bodhisattva means we have
a guarantor who guarantees in advance that we will become
Buddhas. How do we know? Just read what he repeated three
times to the Buddha, “I only hope that the World Honored
One will not be worried about beings of the future who have
bad karma.” We know Earth Store Bodhisattva’s grace and
virtue are as high as the heaven and as thick as the earth. His
kindness is exceptionally profound and lofty, as reflected in the
saying, “The more you gaze at him, the higher he is. The more
you bore into him, the more solid he becomes.” Earth Store
Bodhisattva’s state is inconceivable.

Atthattime, the Buddhapraised Earth Store Bodhisattva.
Hewasvery happy to hear Earth Store Bodhisattva guaranteeing
that all beings would quickly become Buddhas, so he said,
“Excellent! Excellent!” Earth Store Bodhisattva addressed the
Buddha three times. The Buddha praised him with “excellent”
twice. The Buddha values him and regards him highly. Earth
Store Bodhisattva is truly a great Bodhisattva. I will help you

in this work you so willingly undertake, that you so enjoy.

s> To be continued
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