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Developing Virtue Secondary School
Graduation Ceremony

LEF s BB X/FE

Written and translated by Yuyu Gu and Abigail Gong

BREPCEERE - 202246 H W] - & The song of farewell started in early June 2022, the
BRI TR B AR > FIE#E boys’ division and girls’ division of Developing Virtue
ANEEEEAEERALERH % Secondary School (DVSS) in the City of Ten Thousand
TR W E EARG 2 > Buddhas once again sent off fresh graduates to start a new
TR ETP RS AL ER - page in their lives. This year, two sets of twins graduated

BRFEFMEN6H3HIEKR  from the boys’ school and the girls’ school, setting a new
AR RERRTT » EEIRA L record for DVSS.

HKEFE—RAFIMNREIEIAG » ITjEx Boys” School held its graduation ceremony in the
ERNE e 8GE  BEFTAZEAE courtyard of Great Compassion House on June 3. This
JEIFHRMIZAETEE - EIOHE %A was the first outdoor graduation ceremony for the Boys
FYTER EER T« B ARTLL T School. Dharma Master Jin Yan spoke first thanking all
AEER  BYEKEE GuEh S [ 22T ¢ the students who had worked together with teachers to
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transit back to today’s somewhat normal learning environment. He
encouraged the graduating students with the lyrics from The Boat :
“Help somebody who might be struggling...we are in the same boat.”
Dharma Master Yan believed that wherever and whenever it may be,
the Class of 2022 will embody the core values of CTTB.

Roger Kellerman, a senior volunteer teacher from the United
Kingdom, pointed out that the Venerable Master gave us our names:
Instilling Goodness--Developing Virtue. He asked graduates, “Will
you live your life with Goodness? Will Virtue be your guide?” And
it is not just for the students. “Everyday I walk into the school, I can
reflect, how am I doing? What’s the reading on my Goodness and
Virtue ‘barometer’?”

John Liu represented boys’ parents giving his talk via internet from
Taiwan saying, “The education in IGDVS is not only to continue the
wisdom of Buddha but also to cultivate yourselves with virtues.”

Xiaohui Lau, an alumna who graduated from the girls’ school
in 2005, is now a senior public health microbiologist at the
California Department of Public Health and the first female alumni
representative invited to the boys’ school’s graduation ceremony.
Xiaohui Lau quoted the words of Master Hua “If you want to become
a Buddha, you certainly can become a Buddha” to encourage these
young boy students to believe in themselves that they can and will
accomplish great things, and to not just speak of it, but to take action,
and make the world a better place.

Among the four new graduates, Len Yitai Ma, Rahula Tan, Alston
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Liu and Alan Seng, two of them will attend Xiamen University
Malaysia. The other two will stay in the United States. One will
attend Parsons School of Design in New York City; the other one
will go to Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio.

Developing Virtue Girls High held its 2022 graduation on June
2nd. To accommodate the COVID-19 health requirements, the
graduation ceremony was hosted in a hybrid fashion, with vaccinated
and local guests gathered together in the Wonderful Words Hall and
international families connected via internet.

Dharma Master Jin Jr, principal of the girls school, said, “May the
seeds you planted from your studies at the City of 10,000 Buddhas
continue to blossom and to nourish your core nature. Continue
to develop the confidence in your unlimited potential. As the 6th
Patriarch reminds us, at all times: Know your mind and see your
nature.”

Joe Yu, representative of teachers, advised the graduates: “Build
your team...Enjoy your work and value different opinions from
your team to help you fulfill your life goals. Always remember that
we work together. We thrive together.”

A parent representative Jessica Harness said, “Dreams can be
achieved only if you're passionate about it, find something you like
and enjoy doing, that’s your ticket to success with happiness.”

Another parent representative, Zhenzhong Ji told the graduating
students, “When other students (in the university) are still impetuous

in their difficulties, you have already begun to be tough and focused,

and face challenges bravely, confidently, and solidly. The education
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you received in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
has imprinted you with this character, and this is
what makes you out of ordinary.”

Alumna Ying He who graduated from DVGS
in 2018 just received her MA in English Literature
from the University of Edinburgh this year, and her
message to the students was: “Never forget to think
about the people you have met along the way and the
wonderful memories that you have made here with
the ones that have stood by you through thick and
thin... The rest of your life is waiting for you!”

The graduating senior class of 2022 consisted of
fourteen girls: Heidi Blythe, Rachel Blythe, Katherine
Chen-Liu, Katlin Harness, Yoyo Jie Ji, Karen Liang,
Hailey Luong, An Nguyen, Thuy Nguyen, YiJia
Ni, Naomi LuYee Seng, Asia Stella Wijaya, Nina
ZhuZhen Xie, and Jaimie Yu.

This fall, they will attend Caltech, UC Davis, UC
Santa Cruz, UC Sacramento, Claremont McKenna
Oberlin

of Arts and Sciences, University of Wisconsin-

College, Emerson College, College
Madison, Florida International University, Taiwan
University, Xiamen University Malaysia, University
of Manchester in UK and King’s College London
majoring in psychology, economics, neuroscience,
law, business management, accounting, advertising,
biomedical engineering, mechanical engineering,

and media art production, respectively. &



