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Report on the 27th Anniversary of
Venerable Master Hua's Nirvana

B Aot X/F
Written and translated by Gu He Wu
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On June 8, 2022, the 27th anniversary of Venerable Master
Hua’s Entering Nirvana, all branches of the Buddhist Association
of the Dharma Realm held ceremonies in memory of Venerable
Master Hua, the teacher of human and deva. The year 2022
also marks the 60™ anniversary of Master Hua’s coming to the
West, and the 50" anniversary of the Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association’s first Threefold Platform Ordination in the United
States. [Dharma Realm Buddhist Association was previously
known as the Sino-American Buddhist Association.] Therefore,
it was especially meaningful to commemorate Venerable Master’s
birthday and nirvana day this year.

The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, the hub of the Dharma

Realm Buddhist Association, held two on-site and online
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commemorative ceremonies on June 5 (Sunday) and June
8 (Sunday). Departing from the Buddha Hall, the four-fold
assembly went to Wordless Hall chanting “Homage to Venerable
Xuan Noble Hua”. On June 5th, in front of Wordless Hall, the
four-fold assembly lined up in two rows to pay their respects
to the shariras of Sakyamuni Buddha, Venerable Xuyun, and
Venerable Hua inside Wordless Hall. On the 8th (the actual
day), people were allowed to enter Wordless Hall, and in a
quiet and solemn atmosphere, view the shariras of the Buddha
and the sagely monks, as well as the sutras and artifacts used by
Venerable Hua in his life. This is also the first time that Wordless
Hall was opened since the epidemic, allowing residents to enter
the building that was once the Venerable Master’s residence.

Venerable Master Hua lectured on the Avatamsaka Sutra for
nine years in 1970s, and in his last words, he told the disciples in
advance that after his nirvana, they should hold an Avatamsaka
Sutra recitation session, as well as an Amitabha Buddha recitation
session. Therefore, every year around the anniversary of entering
Nirvana of the Venerable Master, many branches of the Buddhist
Association of the Dharma Realm hold the Avatamsaka session,
bringing a refreshing feeling in the hot summer. On June 5
this year, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, in addition to
circumambulating the stupa and the universal bowing, there was
an Avatamsaka Repentance ceremony; and starting on the same
day, the Avatamsaka Sutra recitation session was held until June
28th. During this session at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
the “Avatamsaka Syllabary” was chanted every day, which was
widely welcomed by the live and online participants. After the
completion of the Avatamsaka Sutra recitation session this year,
every Saturday morning after reciting the Chapter of Conduct
and Vows of Samantabadra Bodhisattva in the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas at 7:00 a.m, the cantor has led the assembly
to chant the “ Avatamsaka Syllabary.” Everyone chants together
into the endless and harmonious Flower Treasury Worlds.

After Master Hua arrived in the United States in 1962,
he not only spread the proper Dharma to the West, but also
lectured on sutras and gave Dharma talks on a daily basis for a
total of over 10,000 times. He once said, “If we can translate
the Buddhist scriptures into languages of all nations and deliver

the Dharma into the hearts of all people, then that will be a
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The Buddhist Text Translation Society (BTTS,
https://www.buddhisttexts.org)established in 1970, adhering to the

lasting achievement.”

great vow of the Master, still continues to transcribe the recordings of
the Master’s lectures, including the recordings of the matching couplets
class. BTTS also continues to translate and publish scriptures, even in
the face of COVID-19, the once-in-a-century pandemic. The published
publications include Chinese, English, Spanish, Vietnamese, French,
Italian, Japanese; translations in progress include German, Russian,
Polish, Indonesian and Farsi (modern Persian). Instilling Goodness
Books, children’s book series of BTTS (https://www.buddhismforkids.
net), have become more and more popular. One example is the book
Guanyin—the Buddha’s Helper which not only won the Silver Nautilus
Book Award but was also included in the American Library Association’s
book recommendation list. This storybook has been published in four
languages: English, Spanish, Vietnamese and Chinese.

During the pandemic, the newly published English translation
of the Lotus Sutra (new translation) and the Vimalakirti Sutra were
recommended by Professor Robert Evans Buswell Jr., director of the
Center for Buddhist Studies at the University of California, Los Angeles.
Professor Buswell’s recommendation attracted the attention of the
American Buddhist academic community, and nearly fifty university
professors in the United States have asked for these two sutras. The
latest and revised English translation of “the Practices and Vows of
Samantabhadra Bodhisattva Chapter,” the English translation and
Chinese-English bilingual version of Biography of Great Master Chang
Ren, the new bilingual version of the Buddpist Three-Character Classic
“the Ten Grounds
“Chapter of
Perfect Penetration” (Chinese new version) and Medicine for the World

(with annotations), Sutra Ksitigarbha (Spanish),

Chapter” of Avatamsaka Sutra (Chinese new version),

(Chinese) as well as the cheerful children’s books Amitabhas Happy
Land and Giant Turtles Long Nap are all new publications for circulation
during the pandemic.

To commemorate the 60" anniversary of the Masters bringing
the Dharma to the West, BT'TS not only provided regular free books
(readers only need to pay for the postage), but also offered a ten-day
special discount for paid books. BT'TS further donated its publications
to several public libraries in the United States, including the San
Francisco Main Library, located in the first city where the Venerable
Master went to the United States to spread the Dharma, and the Ukiah
Public Library, located near the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, thus, to
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tie up affinities with local people.

It is one of Venerable Master Hua’s great vows during his lifetime to
build monasteries widely and lead all beings to the path of Buddhahood.
When the Venerable Master lived, there were nearly thirty branch
monasteries established by him. After he entered Nirvana, the Dharma
Realm Buddhist Association successively established and opened new
branch monasteries including the Gold Coast Dharma Realm in Australia,
the Fayuan Monastery of MDRBA in Malaysia, the Perak Branch, the
Raub Dharma Realm Mountain, and the Redwood Vihara in Northern
California. In addition, many branch monasteries went through renovation,
expansion or building a new Buddha Hall to provide more space for
practitioners to practice diligently, and also gather in more newcomers
such as Amitabha Monastery in Taiwan, Gold Buddha Monastery and
Avatamsaka Monastery in Canada, Cixing Chan Monastery in Hong
Kong, as well as the planned new Mahavira Hall of the City of Dharma
Realm, and more.

Among new construction, the largest is the Wonderful Enlightenment
Buddhist Institute (previously known as the International Institute
of Philosophy and Ethics) at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. At
present, 90% of the first phase of the project has been completed. On
June 7 this year, the day before the actual day of the 27" anniversary of
Venerable Master entering nirvana, a giant Buddha statue was invited into
the meditation hall of the first phase of the project. Since the door of
the meditation hall is of normal size, it was impossible to invite the big
Buddha in, so before finishing the roof of the meditation hall, the Buddha
statue was invited in through the roof, which is called “the Buddha statue
descending from the sky.” Many years ago, this big Buddha statue was
placed in the square between the Buddha Hall and the guest house in the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, and later on the roof of the Patriarch’s Hall.
The appearance is compassionate and serene. Many believers feel happy
and reassured when they see this big Buddha. In addition, the renovation
project of the mountain gate of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas was
completed during the pandemic, and the long-awaited Earth Store project
of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas has externally been completed, and
the final finish work is underway.

Another great vow of Venerable Master Hua is to set up education.
Instilling Goodness Elementary School, Developing Virtue Secondary
School, and Dharma Realm Buddhist University located in the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas have educated many young people with high moral
character and exerted their positive influence in all corners of society. The

City of Dharma Realm (CDR) in West Sacramento has also established

July 2022 VaJra BooHi Sea 41

A ‘ SMaN WIvIY VARVHQ



DHARMA REALM NEws

o -8 5t

MM IEE 22 ST - L P/ hngl
FERYESFEE SR A AT E R I B BN
BRI Erh o WA E R A DL K
AR BR B R A S E R
EERE o

FLEENGIESS R - H N B AR 1962
LU A FEEEE S Ay A 1 A 2Rk
877 - BREEALETZPE T AEEIE
Ao Hp & 0 IE B AE T HEAE
TN FeREBEE AN o DUSEEAVIEL L
B EEBEMISERS > S
EANBM - IERTEE T AR HE A
% RAIERGELZ AR, o B At
FnfE - JRE T RCEAVIES: B
IRETHE B AE - HERHE B R & 5
MAE ST R HAITE4 BRI
ERER > (HEEERHIFF A » BIEE LA
AT ABIEE ~ 5 A A HIRSH

IEAINKRERE TARF - A& - K

ANEM - AEH - A=EE )
#E E N &GS T M E B Hy R
B o BT MRS B ARYRES -
Ryshim ik ~ HERAE ~ HE
= YA TS5 T - #

Instilling Goodness Elementary School and Developing Virtue
Secondary School in recent years. Developing Virtue Secondary
Schools at CTTB and CDR, respectively, as well as Dharma
Realm Buddhist University are all WASC-accredited educational
institutes.

It is not easy to run schools and a university. However, Master
Hua came to the West in 1962 as a middle-aged monk with no
English background, and he was able to teach many Westerners
the proper Dharma. Among them, there were more than one
hundred Westerners who became monks or nuns under the
Venerable Master. With such persistence and perseverance, the
promotion of moral education in the United States is just as
the Master described himself, “Hope that cannot be hoped,
achievement that cannot be achieved.” The Master also pointed
out that although flowers growing in a greenhouse thrive, they
cannot withstand wind and rain; while flowers that grow in
rock crevices, although the environment is harsh, are persistent,
tenacious and durable. The spirit of promoting the proper
Dharma and cultivating talent, just like the six guiding principles
of “no fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no self-
benefitting, and no lying” are the most precious spiritual legacies
left by the Venerable Master to his disciples. We disciples will
also carry on the great vows of the Master, and continue to work
hard for spreading the proper Dharma, saving sentient beings

universally, and educate talents with high moral character. #
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