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Lectures by the Venerable Master Hua
English Translation by Yong Wei Kwong and Liew Yen Chong

Chapter 6: As for Yong

Jealousy is the filthiest thing ever. It gives off an unbearable stench, I can
assure you. Why is it that dogs like to eat excrement? It is because when they
were human beings in their previous lives, they were always jealous of others.
In the future, when they are reborn as dogs, they will even eat excrement. Any
one of you who does not mind eating excrement can go ahead and be jealous.
For example, in the past, there was a certain person, Guo so-and-so, who ate
his own feces. This is due to his intense jealousy. What was he jealous about?
He was afraid of other people attaining a higher level of cultivation than him,
and so he did this to prove that he was a seasoned cultivator. Actually, it was
all a sham. He was just wearing a mask and selling fake goods. Therefore, from
beginning to end, he could not accomplish what is true. Whatever that is false
at the start will be false throughout.

'The same principle applies to one who is ‘fond of learning’. It is imperative
to acquire moral virtue and cultivate one’s conduct! A person who puts on a
false front to cheat people all day long cannot be said to be erudite or fond of
learning. He may say, “Oh, I'm holding a book!” Genuine knowledge cannot
be found in books, however. It must be applied in your daily activities and
relationships with others, and in your manner of walking, standing, sitting,
and reclining. All these will show whether you are fond of learning or not.

Confucius addressed the duke, saying, “There was one called Yan Hui
who was fond of learning.” Therefore, Confucius replied, “I had a student
by the name of Yan Hui who was fond of learning.” In what way? He knew
that getting angry was wrong and so he never vented his anger on others. He

never lost his temper, whether alone or in front of other people. Not only did
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he want to learn to be a cultivated person, but he also expected
the same of everyone else. Furthermore, he never repeated his
mistakes. As ordinary people are neither sages nor worthies, who
is able to avoid making mistakes? If Yan Hui made a mistake,
it was only once. From then on, he would not make the same
mistake again. For example, if he lost his temper and Confucius
told him not to do so, he would never get angry in future.

All of you must pay attention to this point. Anyone who
is able to heed my advice not to get angry is really obedient.
Someone may say, “I won't direct my anger at people but Ill
direct it at myself!” If you can avoid losing your temper, whether
with yourself or with other people, then you are genuinely a
cultivated person who possesses moral virtue and good thinking.
Now, do not spend all your time seeking these qualities externally.
Your own land lies waste, yet you do not even bother to cultivate
it. You are just tilling other people’s fields at the expense of your
own. What you should do is to reverse the light and illuminate
within, which means rectifying your heart and mind. Ask
yourself: “Why am I full of jealousy? Why must I be so afflicted?
Why is it that I simply cannot put things down?” These are the
most important things to consider!

This is how you learn to be a sage. If you want to learn to
be Buddha or Bodhisattva, all the more you have to inverse
your thinking. Whatever it is that you were not willing to do,
you should be willing to do it now. Therefore, be patient where
others cannot be patient; yield where others cannot yield; eat
what others cannot eat; tolerate what others cannot tolerate;
practice what others cannot practice; and do what others cannot
do. You must really turn things around! Make a drastic change
and genuinely transform yourself!

Unfortunately, he died at a young age! Yan Hui never gave
vent to his anger or made the same mistake twice, but good
people tend to be short-lived. It is most unfortunate that he
died young at the age of thirty-two. When Yan Yuan passed
away, Confucius wept his heart out. Now, there is none like
him. Such a person does not exist anymore. I have not heard of
anyone who is as fond of learning! Since then, I have not met
anyone who likes learning as much as Yan Hui! Not only have I
not come across someone like him, I have not even heard about

such a person.

$0To be continued
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