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Dharma Realm Buddhist University

Celebrates Commencement
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By Justin Howe
Chinese Translation by Li Jiao Morelli
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On Saturday, May 21, 2022, Dharma Realm Buddhist
University (DRBU) held its first in-person commencement

ceremony since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic.

This year’s graduates were joined by the classes of 2020 and

2021, making for DRBU’s largest commencement to date.

Friends, family, staff, and alumni all gathered to celebrate the
graduates’ achievements. DRBU also hosted a livestream for
those who could not attend in person.

Bright sun shone on the ceremony, which was held on the
lawn in front of South Wing 123, the main hub of DRBU’s

classes and activities. Family and friends came from around
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California and the United States, and all told, some 100

people were in attendance. Professor Emeritus Ernest
Waught emceed, and DRBU President Dr. Susan Rounds
offered a welcoming address.

Congratulating the graduates, Dr. Rounds encouraged
them to apply what they learned at DRBU for the
betterment of the world. “You have studied texts that are
storehouses of wisdom from many different times and
cultures. But you also recognize that the truest, deepest
wisdom is inherent in you. You have worked to uncover
the light that shines within all of us and connects us to

the great, beating heart of the universe. You understand

the importance of virtuous and wholesome conduct.

You know that compassion, generosity, and patience are
antidotes to fear, anger, and violence. And you know that
diligent daily work is needed to establish yourself in a
place of equanimity and joy. This world desperately needs
what you have learned at DRBU.”

Each of the graduates also gave a short speech reflecting
on their experience as a student. Expressing the joy and
sorrow of studying during the pandemic, one Master’s

student said, “Even though I only got to experience one
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semester in person, being with everybody and learning the Dharma
together has nourished my spirit. I know that I shouldn’t be greedy,
but it leaves me wanting more.... We didn’t have a lot of time, but
every moment we shared together was precious.”

A Bachelor’s student spoke about the personal transformation
afforded by a course of study at DRBU. “For a long time it was
difficult for me to speak my mind and articulate what I truly wanted
to say to others. I didn’t think that what I had to say would be of
much value to other people. But over time I've learned that my voice
does have value, and so do the voices and perspectives of others. In
class I was able to learn from others and realize that people deserve
much more than how I depict them to be inside my head. I learned
that people can be insightful, vulnerable, and honest as long as I'm
receptive to those parts of myself as well.”

Dr. Theodore Tsukahara, a teacher of the Integral Program at
Saint Mary’s College of California and their 2022 Professor of the
Year, delivered the keynote address. Praising the graduates for their
reflections, he referred to Socrates. “What should we learn from his
life? Pursue an education that will foster virtue that is a foundation
for character formation. Accept the duties and responsibilities of
citizenship. And what I've heard from your speakers today, that is
well underway here at DRBU.”

Dr. Tsukahara then quoted from Pope Francis in urging the

graduates to carefully consider what guiding star or principle they

will look to in the future. “We may ask ourselves what star we have
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chosen to follow in our lives. Some stars may be bright, but they
do not point the way. So it is with success, money, career, honors,
and pleasures, when these become our life. They are meteors; they
blaze momentarily, but then quickly burn out, and their brilliance
fades. They are shooting stars that mislead rather than lead.”

Quoting again from the pope, Dr. Tsukahara proposed an
alternative to material pursuits: discernment of a higher calling
devoted to the common good. “Discernment is not about
discovering what more we can get out of this life but recognizing
how we can better accomplish the mission entrusted to us... This
entails a readiness to make sacrifices, even to sacrificing everything.
For happiness is a paradox. We experience it most when we accept
the mysterious logic that is not of this world. Discernment then is
not a solipsistic self-analysis or a form of egotistical introspection
but an authentic process of leaving ourselves behind... for the
good of our brothers and sisters.”

In closing, Dr. Tsukahara told the graduates, “I wish you
happiness as you continue your journey in life.” This May, DRBU
celebrated its fourth cohort from the BA in Liberal Arts, its
eighth cohort from the MA in Buddhist Classics, and its fourth
cohort from the Graduate Certificate in Buddhist Translation. In
addition, its first international Bachelor’s student graduated this
year. Finally, longtime Professor Barbara Waugh was awarded the
title of Professor Emerita in recognition of her years of service
to DRBU and the many people who were able to study Sanskrit
because of her. Classes will resume in August for the start of the
Fall 2022 semester. &
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I am enclosing a check made to D.R.B.A. for a
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:

] —HEFEEIU+AHIT US$45.00 /1 year

(] ZHFFEe/FIoT US$85.00 / 2 years
(] =FFEE&—H 7T US$110.00/ 3 years

ol rE - faffaEer vbs@drba.org
We welcome articles. Please send suggestions
or submissions for review to vbs@drba.org

EEHIIE  In the United States & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108

Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

GRS In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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