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The Sutra of the Ten Wheels of Earth Store Bodhbisattva

—Tells You How to Cultivate Chan Samadhi
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A Dharma Talk Given by Dharma Master Heng Yi at Gold Buddha Monastery on July 31, 2014

English translated by the Early Bird Translation Group

The Ten Wheels of Earth Store Bodpisattva Sitra,
from the Mahayana Canon’s Grear Collection of
Satras, is abbreviated as Earth Stores Ten-Wheel Siitra
(Dasacakra Ksitigarbha Sitra). In fact, this Ten-Wheel
Stitra is in many ways similar to the Earth Store Sitra,
but emphasizes different aspects of the teachings. 7he
Earth Store Siitra teaches us how to eliminate our
bad karma and how to perform meritorious deeds,
for example, how to support or fund the making of
Buddha images, how to worship or bow to Buddha
images, and so on. The emphasis of the Zen-Wheel
Sitra, on the other hand, is on how to cultivate
contemplation and enter Chan samadhi.

The third chapter of the 7en-Wheel Sitra entitled

“Non-Reliance Practices” introduces us to a deva of the

iE (AT A [Eaee) - Great Brahma Heaven whose name is Devagarbha (Heavenly
GEFE (HbgEE4E) o Hoer (Higk  Treasury). This deva asks the Buddha: “What should living
EALEY BE (MR e AR ) 45 beings do if they want to cultivate samadhi ‘power’z” ‘The
R %05 ARy B2y Buddha praises him for asking such a good question —
HIEBERE - (HuEAR ) ZaEeian because, of all practices, Chan samadhi is the most important.

AT ~ 2R -~ e - FREhs [The following are the ten deeds to avoid in cultivation: ]
S (M GAR ) RS First, if you lack the bare necessities of life, your mind will

WREE > I ERE S Ths  always be busy seeking for them, and you will notattain Chan
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samadhi. This is what is meant by “bare necessities”: adequate
food, clothing, and other things of which you have daily need.

Second, if you break the Sila, the moral precepts, and
commit a lot of misdeeds, you will not attain Chan samadhi.

Third, if you harbor upside-down views, you will not attain
Chan samadhi. “Upside-down views” are perverse views and
wrong knowledge.

Fourth, if you are not mindful and your “monkey-mind” is
always jumping here and there, you will not follow the word
of the sages.

Fifth, if you speak divisively, and play one person off
another, you are driving a wedge between them, and sowing
discord.

Sixth, If your words are rude or harsh, your speech becomes
coarse and unwholesome

Seventh, if you use foul language or tell lies, your speech is
untruthful and impure.

Eighth, if you harbor greed and jealousy, and become
upset when others obtain fame or wealth, or when they receive
offerings, that’s just sour grapes.

Ninth, if you always harbor anger and hatred, you will
always have a hateful and angry mind toward something or
somebody.

Tenth, if you harbor wrong views and deny the law of cause
and effect, you are taking cause for effect and vice versa.

[As a result of doing any of these things you will not attain
Chan samadhi].

At this point, as is apparent, the ten things we are discussing
concern our threefold karma of body, speech, and mind. Only
after we attend to how we conduct ourselves with respect
to the karma of body, speech, and mind can we succeed in
cultivating Chan samadhi. The Buddha said that, should you
make any of the aforementioned mistakes, you won’t attain

Chan samadhi.

5> To be continued
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