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Three Refuges and Five Precepts Ceremony
Held at the Berkeley Buddhist Monastery
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By Daniel Nguyen

Chinese Translation by Ziqian Feng

On April 30, 2022, an adorned Three Refuges and Five Precepts
ceremony took place at the Berkeley Buddhist Monastery (BBM). It
was the first time BBM held this ceremony only for faculties and
students of Dharma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU), so all the
participants who took refuge that day were pioneers for BBM.

Abigail Setera and I came along to take photos of the ceremony.
The entire ceremony lasted two hours. It began at 3:00 pm and ended
at 5:00 pm. The entire process was very solemn, peaceful and very
adorned. Dharma Masters Jin Fo and Jin Chuan led the ceremony
in both English and Chinese. The preceptees were: Brenda Li , Alex
Valdes , Xi Xue, Ziqian Feng, Sanju Baral, Blake Plante, Jiaying Chen,
Nahelia Castillo, and Brandon Lannan.

The preceptees were truely sincere. Xi Xue said that he attended
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this ceremony out of curiosity, “I just want to try.” After the
ceremony, he felt that his mind started to quiet down. “But
I'm not sure if it’s because of attending this ceremony or
because I stay in this tranquil environment,” Xi pondered.

Ziqgian is another case. She earned an MA degree in

International Affairs from a university in Switzerland.

However, the pandemic has changed the direction of her
life.

She decided to come study at DRBU and shared that
her wish for coming to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
and for taking the Three Refuges and Five Precepts sprouted
from her more extensive reading of Venerable Master Hua’s
books in 2020, when the outbreak of Covid-19 made her

stay at home and gave her the time and opportunity to read.

This time the cause and condition were ripe. She grasped this
opportunity and felt that she is now much more centered
with the Five Precepts she took. She could feel the change
in herself.

It was such a joyful occasion for me to witness, because
thinking back on when I took refuge and the five precepts
which was back in 2006, my group didn’t have a lot of young
students. It was mostly elderly people. Seeing that there is
now young blood to carry on Buddhism and to have the
Buddhist teachings guide their lives is very heartwarming. I
hope that in the future we will have more young students
who are willing to take the Three Refuges and Five Precepts
to continue to be a light in the world and to be examples for

later generations. &
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I am enclosing a check made to D.R.B.A. for a
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:
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We welcome articles. Please send suggestions
or submissions for review to vbs@drba.org

EEHIIE  In the United States & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108

Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

OHEHNE In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055  Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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