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Introduction to Malaysia Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association Perak Branch
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Written by the Malaysian Dharma Realm Buddhist Association (MDRBA)
At the request of VBS Editorial Staff
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The Perak state branch of the Malaysia Dharma Realm EE AR P oh vk L @248 € ( MDRBA)
Buddhist Association (MDRBA) was established in 2007 g2F2 N4> & A 200744 S E5 38N 1T » 55
in the town of Kampar. The first major Dharma assembly — ¢ kU5 E€r iA20084E 82 » & K FBE
was in 2008 on Guanyin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment Day. #8330 p il H > S5 B0 & R
Disciples from Kuala Lumpur actively came to participate #cjgig s 6l -
in the Dharma assembly. E20094FH#E » RS S A 4 LEE

In 2009, the library was opened daily to the public from & 47 BhE A\ BRI EIEEE » %5
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Many books on the Buddhadharma R kpy = nl fLET 58 - BRI 2240 » 8
were made available for reading, and there were also books 4537 i@ g (e B 454 I EEE - ANEREYD

for free distribution. As we were new then, many people & & HER Y - FTLAIR S AN 25 5%
were not aware of the facilities that we provided. T4y € ALY 7S EE 30 -
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From 2011 to 2017 many Dharma-related events were

held. During these occasions, Dharma Masters from DRBA

lectured on sutras such as the “Universal Door Chapter,” the

Great Compassion Heart Dharani Sutra, and the Medicine Master

Vaidurya Light lathagata Sutra. In addition, there were Dharma

talks on the Five Precepts and recitation of the Great Compassion

Mantra. Since 2014, other Dharma assemblies have been hosted

such as Lighting Lamp, Vesak Day (where the ceremony of

bathing the Buddha was carried out),
Ullambana. There were about thirty devotees who
regularly attended these Dharma assemblies and
ceremonies.

On July 7, 2018, the Perak branch committee
unanimously agreed to move to our new premises,
at number 25-33, Jalan Kampar Permai 1, Taman
Kampar Permai. The new premises have many parking
spaces for the devotees, and the shops are located
just off the main road, which is a great location. The
committee also decided to shift to the new premises
in August, where there are five adjoining double
storied shops in a row, and to start a kindergarten

here.

Liberating Life, and
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The Perak branch held the first Honoring Elders Day in 2019.

In September 2018, in conjunction with
celebrating the new branch temple, a grand
vegetarian festival was held to introduce
MDRBA to the locals. The vegetarian
festival attracted around 2,000 Kampar
locals from all walks of life. About twenty
stalls and two food trucks were set up, and
around two hundred and thirty volunteers
from Kuala Lumpur, Penang, and Kampar
helped in preparing and serving more
than one hundred and fifty types of food
and dishes. At the same time, vegetarian
cookbooks and other DRBA published
books were displayed in one of the booths as
well. After this festival, many locals learned
about MDRBA and our branches.

The year of 2019 was an active year. From
March 29 to March 31, we participated
in the “WOW Kampar 2019” festival
organized by the University Tunku Abdul
Rahman (UTAR), Grand Kampar Hotel,
and the Kampar District Council. This big
event was also supported by the Perak state

government. We were given two booths
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The Perak branch participated in the “WOW Kampar 2019” festival.

for exhibition: one was used to display sutras,
DRBA Buddhist books and vegetarian cookbooks,
while the other booth was used to introduce and
promote vegetarianism to the locals. We took this
opportunity to introduce MDRBA and the Perak
branch’s activities to the locals, like the upcoming
Honoring Elders Day celebration in September
2019. On September 1, 2019, the Perak branch
held the very first Honoring Elders Day. It was the
first time that local laypeople actively participated
in and co-hosted an event by themselves. Among
them were university professors, college students,
businessmen and other people from all walks of
life. They warmly greeted the elderly. Everyone
had the opportunity to personally experience the
significance of Honoring Elders’ Day.

The application to set up the kindergarten was
delayed due to the Covid-19 pandemic, and we
have stopped all activities at the center since March
2020. Now, we are awaiting approval of the permit

to operate the kindergarten. &
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