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EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN HONG KONG

40. RERLRLE

B H A ER R B 0 1€
AEBEHCERATZREM - H
=B E IEEITHVEE AR fE R
o RAEE - 5—TJiE 0 B
RAEEAT » sTZE eyt m
tTEZrAER - EAFE &
HH — RS R 200 (3 T 2 U AR [
EZH -

FREDERTN IR (19524F)
o ENEEZAOLUBEFE—
PR AMET —FZ%  HEZER
SR HIZE AR R 0 B T
WA ERTE ZEEANIRL 0
walE o DIEREETE

H—RKWG E+—% > #HE
ERNIEE (HR#Eam)  CEIUER
o)

TR AZ R L
TR AERBL S TR PHE
A RAEAHA—F o FAKRBEK
A ¥ —WWFE o BEAFRE
# o

14 &BIERE “O”"FAA8

>
BEEMEEL @)
Crossing Hong Kong

on the Ship of Compassion

in the Sea of Awakening (continued)

ENEAFHRGEEETHE

P R O PN

tbERIEF 53T

A New Edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

English Translated by Malaysia Translation Team
Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Ching

40. An Acharya Helped in Difficulties

The Venerable Master led a very frugal life, never spending a penny
on himself. However, to those Bhikshus deemed as sincere cultivators, the
Venerable Master was never stingy with money and always helped them
to solve problems whenever they were in difficulty. On the other hand,
he treated harshly Bhikshus who came for money begging. Here, we have
the Venerable Master as an awe-inspiring and righteous disciple of the
Buddha.

In the spring of 1952, Dharma Master Qinjue #% bought a house
situated on Diamond Mountain in Kowloon. But, over a year later, the
landowner suddenly asked for a compulsory dismantling of the house. He
also asked for the return of the land. Faced with this dilemma, Dharma
Master Qinjue felt very upset and miserable.

One night at around 11 o’clock, while the Dharma Master Qinjue was
reading the chapter on “Contemplation on the Four Noble Truths” from
the Treatise on Contemplating the Middle Way (Madhyamaka Shastra), he

came across the following lines:

“Everything that comes into being from conditioned dbarmas is empty,
and based on falsely established conventions. Thus is also the principle of
Middle Way. There has never been a dharma that did not arise from causes

and conditions, so all dharmas are empty.”
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Dharma Master Qinjue thought about the meaning of the verse
and recited the shastra repeatedly in his mind to assuage his afflictions.
Then he fell asleep and had a dream.

In his dream, he was strolling in the woods, and as he lingered
there, suddenly there came a strong wind with a heavy downpour,
lightning flashed, and the thunder boomed. Just as he felt confused
and terrified, a monk with purple-golden light, emitting all over
his body, descended from the sky. Then, all at once, the wind and
rain vanished. Everything was still. Dharma Master Qinjue thought
it must be a Bodhisattva appearing, so he hurriedly bowed. When
the monk approached, he recognized that what he thought was the
Bodhisattva was, after all, Dharma Master Du Lun, the Certifying
Master (Acharya) during his ordination. The Venerable Master
told him in the dream, “Do not worry, I will help you solve all the
problems!” Dharma Master Qinjue woke up, and his dream ended.

Soon after, Dharma Master Qinjue found another piece of land
and prepared to build a new house, but realized that he was short on
funds. At the time, the Venerable Master was giving lectures on the
Earth Store Sutra at the Zhilian Hermitage (Chi Lin Nunnery). Upon
hearing this, the Venerable Master immediately offered 1500 HKD
to help Dharma Master Qinjue purchase a new house so he could

have a place to live.

Venerable Master’s Own Words:

There was once an elderly left-home person at East Putuo
Monastery. Although he told others that he was cultivating in
seclusion, he would often come out and solicit offerings and say, “I
am short of fragrant oil to light the lamps in my seclusion cell. Kindly
make offerings to me for some oil!”” He would also say, “It is fine if
you buy me some incense as I ran out of incense.” Or he would say,
“Dharma Master, please be compassionate and give me money so I
can buy some rice!” Through these means, he was able to solicit a lot
of funds. He even wanted to deceive me at the Western Bliss Garden.
He came to me wearing his robe and kashaya, opened his sitting cloth,
and bowed to me nine times. He placed his palms together, knelt, and
said, “Dharma Master, please be compassionate and save me. Please
help me become enlightened!” I said, “Why do you act like this?” He
said, “When I was cultivating in seclusion at East Putuo Monastery,
I saw you come as I sat in meditation! You emitted great light and
descended in front of me from emptiness. I got enlightened after you
hit me three times with an incense board. Today, I come here, open

my sitting cloth, and bow nine times to you. Please strike me thrice
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with the incense board again and help me be enlightened a bit
more!”

Why did he do this? He figured, “Dharma Master Du Lun f&
fig must also like to be flattered. He must be happy if someone
said he was a Buddha, and accordingly, he would give away some
money.” But he had not expected that I would hit him three times
with an incense board. When he knelt there, I looked at him and
kicked him. I then said, “You better get out of here now. How
dare you come here and deceive me!” I realized that this person,
with white hair and a beard, was older than me. I do not know
whether his hair turned white because his thoughts focused on
the “front” (same pronunciation as money in Chinese) or on the
“back.” Yet, I just knew that his mindset was not on the present. I
felt a bit sorry for him, so I took five yuan from my pocket, threw
it to the ground, and said, “You want to get enlightened? You do
not want to be enlightened! All you want is money! Now I am
giving you money to get you enlightened! I do not have much:
only five HKD for you to take the bus. Just take the money and
get out of here. You are not allowed to come here again in the
future!” He looked at me, took the money, then left.

He heard that Qinjue dreamt about me and that I was
emitting light, and such, in the dream, so he wanted to do the
same. He did not know it was useless to follow that! Also, Qinjue
said that he solicited offerings from me and that I gave him 1500
HK Dollars. At that time, everything was cheap, and 1500 HKD
was of great worth. This elderly left-home person heard about it,
and he wanted to deceive me by using the same story. Am [ that
easily deceived? So, I kicked him to rouse him into a realization
that, “You will awaken after I kick you! You will realize that it
hurts when kicked!” Therefore, cultivators are not supposed to lie,

as true is true, while false is false.

[Postscript] Narrated by Upasika Guozheng (Stella) Tan:
Bhikshu Qinjue wrote a letter to Shifu telling him that he
dreamt he entered a secluded place some nine years ago. It was
raining heavily, and this immensely terrified him. Suddenly he
saw a magnificent Bodhisattva who said, “Do not be afraid, I
am here.” After a careful look, he surprisingly realized that the

Bodhisattva was the Venerable Master!

s0To be continued





