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The Sutra for the Discernment of the
Consequences of Wholesome
and Unwholesome Karma with Commentary
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua in 1971
English Translation by Su-Zhen Zeng

The drawings that are short and narrow indicate that the accruement
of wholesome karma is recent. The drawings that are very narrow and
short indicate you have not been doing wholesome deeds for a long time
as it is fairly recent.

One has just started practicing wholesome deeds so one lacks
foundation. One is dull, and one’s deeds are few. You have not been
doing wholesome deeds for long. Because you have only started learning to
do wholesome deeds, your foundation has yet to be laid and that is why
you are dull and dim. The wholesome deeds that you do are also very few
and meager. They are not deeds that are great. £& (ji) refers to ZEE (ji chit)
which means foundation. Dull refers to a dull demeanor, not being very
sharp.

This indicates: If a person likes doing wholesome deeds, once they start,
they would like to perfect them and do more of them, this proves this
person has been doing wholesome deeds for a long time that is why they
have built a foundation. Some people would like to do wholesome deeds
but they are also reluctant. They think about giving but they cannot be
decisive, thinking, “If I donate this money to the monastery, what happens
to me?” There is hesitation. With just this hesitation, they then decide to
give a little less. Initially, they would have donated ten thousand dollars,

but they say, “I will just donate one dollar.” This is referred to as “meager.”

Sitra:

The carvings that are deep and coarse indicate one has been in the
habit of doing unwholesome deeds for a long time. One’s action has
developed a contributing causal condition hence one’s retribution is
heavy.

The carvings that are shallow and fine indicate the retreat from

wholesome deeds is fairly recent as one has only started habitually
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doing unwholesome deeds. The karma that has been created has yet to
develop a contributing causal condition.

It may also indicate although the unwholesome deed might have
been serious, since one has already repented, therefore it is considered

a minor offense.

The carvings that are deep and coarse indicate one has been in the
habit of doing unwholesome deeds for a long time. On the wheel, the
carved drawings that are very coarse and deep indicate you have been doing
unwholesome deeds for a long time. It is because you have done too many
unwholesome deeds that you were presented with a deep and coarse craving.
One’s action has developed a contributing causal condition hence
one’s retribution is heavy. The contributing causal condition mentioned
previously helps the person do wholesome deeds. This condition here helps
one do more unwholesome deeds. Since the doing of unwholesome deeds
have been too long and the unwholesome karma are heavy, that is why the
retribution one has to undergo is heavier and bigger.

Initially you were thinking about killing a person but you have no knife
to kill. Right at this moment, someone gives you a knife. Once you have
a knife you can kill. This is what is referred to as a contributing causal
condition in the doing of unwholesome deeds. Initially you wanted to
rob but it wasn’t very convenient. When you go about taking a look,
coincidently the door is open, you don’t even have to call on the people
first before robbing. This is referred to as contributing causal condition in
the doing of unwholesome deeds. Originally, those were improper things
you were thinking about doing and coincidentally these aiding conditions
were present as well. These are your contributing causal conditions, this is
referred to as contributing causal conditions that are unwholesome.

The carvings that are shallow and fine indicate the retreat from
wholesome deeds is fairly recent as one has only started habitually
doing unwholesome deeds. These carvings that are very fine and shallow
indicate your mind has just recently retreated from doing wholesome deeds
and you have just started learning the ways of unwholesome deeds. The
karma that has been created has yet to develop a contributing causal
condition. All the unwholesome karma created has not yet reached the state
where it will help you do more unwholesome deeds. It may also indicate
although the unwholesome deed might have been serious, since one
has already repented, therefore it is considered a minor offense. Or
although you created many heavy offenses, you have already repented and
corrected your faults. That is why although you did unwholesome deeds,

they are considered minor offenses. soTo be continued
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