An Essay in Support of Rebuilding
Nanxun Ultimate Bliss Temple’s
Liberating Life Pond
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AT A 2B > =5 While it is not difficult to cherish life and release captive animals, the
o BOROIAEZ B ZEMMEE  principles behind are profound and esoteric.
B - If we do not understand the principles, then even though we may

HABEE > HERETTH superficially perform the action, we will never embody the required
E o HLOAAREEFMIE - sincerity, dedication, and compassion. Such shallow mindedness weakens
HAEHEA 4 - RBEHLG R our merit and prevents us from deriving the full benefits of liberating life.
EUREE - Moreover, without understanding the reasons for liberating life, we
fid 7~ F1ZPHSE > A may become doubtful or retreat from our initial virtuous resolve whenever

PEAZ P - [ —FE=0 » B8 ignorant people criticize or slander the practice. Unfortunately such is
BUPERERZ - often the case.
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Thus, this essay explores in
detail the behind
liberating life to expound this

principles

Dharma allowing myriad beings to
accrue merit and good fortune and
bathe in the Buddha’s benevolent
compassion, wisdom and grace.

Once profound and sincere
compassion dissolves everyone’s
killing karma, we shall enjoy long
and peaceful lives. Moreover, 1
pray that all will dedicate their
merits toward Pure Land rebirth — transcendence beyond the three
realms of samsara — to become disciples of Amitabha immersed in
the virtuous fellowship of the Lotus Sea Assembly. May all readers
take heed of what I say here.

The myriad beings of land and sea fundamentally share the same
nature of the Buddhas of past, present and future—there is no
difference. However, such beings’ accumulated evil karma from past
lifetimes shrouds their innate brightness and wisdom from admitting
so they inhabit animal forms. They are forced into a life of ignorance,
concerned only with survival and feeding themselves, unable to do
anything else like a bejeweled bronze mirror encased in centuries of
grime and dust which neither appears to be valuable nor gleams even
under a bright sun. Only when a wise person, seeing its true value,
polishes and restores it, will it once again shine brightly.

At the beginning, perhaps only the mirror’s physical form may
be revealed, but once thoroughly polished, it will shine boundlessly
again. Then regular people will recognize it as treasure.

We must understand that the mirror’s inherent ability to shine
is not because it was polished, but without doing so, it would never
emit light again. The inherent natures of sentient beings, from the
human to heavenly realms, are similar. Their innate brightness
remains shrouded by past evil karma and ignorance, perpetuating
their existence within samsara.

Shakyamuni Buddha understood that sentient beings’ innate
natures do not differ from that of the Buddhas, and spoke Dharma
in accordance with the differing inclinations of various beings.
He helped all to cultivate the Dharma of sila, samadhi and prajna,
allowing them to eventually cease delusion and rediscover their
innate blessing and perfect wisdom, and attain the true Dharma-

body. He also caused worldly people to make vows of mercy and
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compassion, to cease killing and liberate life.

Living beings have been revolving within samsara since immemorial
times, begetting but also killing life. Therefore, we have all, at one point
or another, been fathers, brothers, sisters, sons and daughters, and other
beings have likewise been our parents, siblings, and children. For eons,
we have shared killing karma from slaughtering each other without end
in the past whether we were humans or animals.

Common people are ignorant of this fact, but the Buddhas see it
clearly. Once we understand, we should be ashamed and feel pity!

Fortunately, our past good karma has granted us human rebirth
today. With this advantage, we ought to dissolve grievances, sever the
bonds of enmity, abstain from killing, and release life, letting beings
thrive in their respective habitats. Furthermore, we ought to recite
Amitabha’s name for their benefit so they can transcend the suffering
of samsara.

Even though their heavy evil karma prevents them from quickly
attaining Pure Land rebirth, we should resolve to gain rebirth in the
Pure Land during our final moments, and rely on our merit to realize
this goal. Once reborn there, we will have transcended samsara and
ascend into the ranks of enlightened Sages, and later become Buddhas.

Moreover, the ancient Sages have all cherished life and liberated
animals. For instance, according to the “Instructions of Yi f#5/l]” in the
Book of History, “Birds, beasts, fish and shellfish have their own natures,
[so] let them thrive in their own environments.” King Wen of Zhou
even pitied decaying bones left unburied, not to mention living beings
that can feel.

But, the Sagely and Wise are not the only ones who are compassionate,
regular people also have merciful hearts. For example, Jian Zi (f5F-) set
free captive turtledoves, Zi Chan () released fish into a pond, Sui
Hou ([i#{z%) saved snakes, and Yang Bao ($5%) rescued orioles.

They all knew that sentient beings have the same Buddhanature as
humans. Even though some beings today they are temporarily revolving
within samsara as our friends or foes, yet tomorrow they shall become
Buddhas.

When the Buddhadharma arrived in the East, the principles of karma,
and the fact that all beings are equal and share the Buddhanature, were
finally understood by the wider public. Therefore, the great sages and
wise men are united behind the virtue of cherishing life and liberating
animals, for the sake of preventing wars and massacres, creating merit
and blessings, and to put an end to violence so that all may enjoy their

natural lifespans. ,
s0To be continued



