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CHAPTER NINE:
Luminous AWAKENING
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
English Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshuni Jin Jing

Commentary:

Because of the spiritual power of the Buddha—They all
relied on the Buddha’s awesome spiritual power. In each of the
ten directions, there was a great Bodhisattva. In every land
in the ten directions, there is a great Bodhisattva. Those who
are hosts in the Saha World are companions in the lands of the
ten directions. Those who are companions to the Saha World
are hosts in the lands of the ten directions. Who together with
the Bodhisattvas to the number of fine motes of dust in ten
Buddhalands—in ten Buddhalands there are Bodhisattvas as
many as fine motes of dust, who came to the Buddha’s place.
They all arrived at Shakyamuni Buddha’s Wayplace.

Their names were Maijusri Bodhisattva, Enlightened
Leader Bodhisattva, Wealthy Leader Bodhisattva, Jeweled
Leader Bodhisattva, Merit and Virtue Leader Bodhisattva,
Vision Leader Bodhisattva, Vigorous Leader Bodhisattva,
Dharma Leader Bodhisattva, Wisdom Leader Bodhisattva,
and Worthy Leader Bodhisattva.

Siitra:
These Bodhisattvas all came from their own countries,

that is to say, from the Golden Colored World, the Wonderful
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Colored World, the Lotus Flower Colored World, the Champaka
Flower Colored World, the Utpala Flower Colored World, the
Golden Colored World, the Jeweled Colored World, the Crystal
Colored World, the Crystal Colored World, and the Equally
Colored World.

Commentary:

These Bodhisattvas all came from their own countries. The
great Bodhisattvas have come from their own countries and arrived
at the Wayplace of the Buddha to listen to the Dharma. They
made up the Buddha’s influential assembly. Each of them came
from his own country, that is to say, from the Golden Colored
World in the east, the Wonderful Colored World in the south,
the Lotus Colored World in the west, the Champaka Flower
Colored World in the north, the Utpala Flower Colored World
in the northeast, the Golden Colored World in the southeast, the
Jeweled Colored World in the northwest, the Crystal Colored
World below, and the Equally Colored World above. From all
these worlds of the ten directions, these Bodhisattvas have come to
the Avatamsaka Dharma Assembly in the bodhimanda, to listen to
the Buddha speak the Dharma.

Siutra:

In the presence of the Buddhas, all of these Bodhisattvas
cultivated Brahma practices. Specifically, Unmoving Wisdom
Buddha, Unobstructed Wisdom Buddha, Wisdom of
Liberation Buddha, Awesome Deportment Wisdom Buddha,
Wisdom of Understanding Marks Buddha, Ultimate Wisdom
Buddha, Superior Wisdom Buddha, Wisdom of Self-Mastery
Buddha, Brahma Wisdom Buddha, and Contemplating and
Investigating Wisdom Buddha.

Commentary:

In the presence of the Buddhas, all of these Bodhisattvas
cultivated Brahma practices. “Bodhisattva” here, refers to all of
the great Bodhisattvas whose names were just mentioned. They
are those who from many kalpas past have been cultivating the
Bodhisattva path and benefitting living beings. They’ve been with
Buddhas for a long time and have extensively made offerings,
respected, and praised all the Thus Come Ones.

They very carefully cultivated pure practices. At all times,
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they returned the light to reflect upon themselves. They were
introspective so that their minds were not lax, nor did they
casually ignore the disciplines.

“Brahma practices” refers to cutting off all defilements and
cultivating pure practices. It means focusing the mind so that one
does not give rise to extraneous thoughts. Here “pure” also means
“to sweep.” It is like sweeping the floor in a dirty room or using a
vaccum cleaner to clean up the dust and defilement. Cultivating
purity is also like this.

What is meant by “dirt and defilement?” This just refers to
wrong knowledge, wrong views, and our wild and crazy mind.
Our thoughts that break the rules should also be cleaned up. We
know how to clean our house when it is dirty. However, if we do
not sweep the defiled, false or scattered thoughts from our minds,
we will never be successful in cultivating the Bodhisattva path.

At all times, Bodhisattvas return the light to reflect within.
You should always have thoughts of awakening. This is to cultivate
Brahma practices purely.

The Bodhisattva draws near to the Buddhas of the ten
directions. They include Unmoving Wisdom Buddha. This
Buddha is still and unmoving. He is still and unmoving in the
still, eternal light. Although still and unmoving, he is all-knowing
and all-pervasive; he has extremely great wisdom. All of us are
replete with the same unmoving wisdom as Unmoving Wisdom
Buddha, but we have forgotten this. It’s like when were in a
dream, all of our knowledge becomes useless. Unmoving Wisdom
Buddha enables living beings to remember their own inherent,
unmoving wisdom.

Unobstructed Wisdom Buddha. This Buddha is the wisest,
with unimpeded wisdom. Everyone is replete with unobstructed
wisdom. It’s not just this Buddha who has this kind of wisdom.
All living beings also have this kind of wisdom, but they don’t
know how to use it.

Wisdom of Liberation Buddha. This Buddha has the insight
of liberation. “Liberation” means leaving behind all obstructions
to be truly free. Everyone is replete with the wisdom of liberation.
However, because we have attachments and false thinking,
we ignore it, and do not apply this wisdom of liberation, and

therefore, we cannot be liberated.

s0To be continued
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