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Faithful Disciples Enter the Monastic Life

TR X By Ji Weichen
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English Translated by Michael Lu
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In accordance with Buddhist Monastic Code, those who wish to
enter monastic life must, besides receiving approval from the Sangha,
have a qualified master shave their heads as well as taking on the
responsibility of teaching them and giving guidance for their daily
life and practice.

Therefore, Tathagata Monastery’s two new novice monks Qin
Ben Shiand Guo Hing Shi, who recently left the home-life under the
Sangha led by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, requested Dharma
Master Heng Chiang to be their master. Dharma Master Heng
Chiang has been teaching them Chinese and the Buddhadharma
on a regular basis. Now they can readily seek advice from him about
resolving difficulties in their cultivation. They can also requested
Dharma Master Jin Xing, supervisor of novice monk training (daily
schedule, classes, and more) at Tathagata Monastery, to be their
Teaching Acharya. The two of them, Novice Qin Ben Shi and Novice
Guo Hing Shi, formally shaved their heads and left the home-life on
the morning of March 1, 2022.
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Guo Hing Shi

Qin Ben Shi

Novice monk Qin Ben was born in Hué in Central Vietnam. When
he was young, Vietnam was officially reunified, and he left the country
alone in 1988. After three years of extreme toil and strife, he arrived
in America. Later, he chanced upon a book on Buddhism, which
mentioned that the Buddha once said, “Every living being has the
Buddha nature and can become a Buddha.” He was deeply inspired
by this saying and embarked on the quest for Dharma. Novice Qin
Ben Shi is by nature a devoted meditator who enjoys meditation—even
before leaving the home-life, he always maintained a regular schedule
of meditation practice, no matter how busy he was.

In 2003, Novice Qin Ben Shi (Podn Van), while visiting relatives
in Vietnam with his wife and children, read a Vietnamese book
introducing the Venerable Master Hua, which left a deep impression
on him. In 2005, while participating in a summer camp in France, a
friend of his suggested that he visit the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
(CTTB). He was told that the monastery upheld a strict monastic
tradition including eating one meal a day, and that it was a place for
serious cultivation. In the summer of 2006, Dharma Master Qin Ben
traveled to Truc Lam Monastery in Edmonton, AB, Canada, where he
took refuge and received the Five Precepts. In the winter of that year,
he participated in the three-week Chan Session at CTTB. As soon as
he came through the Mountain Gate, he said to his wife, “This place is

actually heaven!”
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In 2007, Novice Qin Ben Shi decided to move to CTTB with his
family. His youngest son was only four at the time, so he patiently
waited until his son was eighteen before leaving home. The birth of this
child dramatically changed his life. He no longer went on vacation, and
instead chose to spend his free time visiting monasteries and donating
and volunteering to help those in poverty.

Before giving birth to their youngest son, his former wife had a
dream in which their youngest child was missing. In the dream, they
had stumbled upon a monastery in their search, and an old monk there
had pointed them to another building and indicated that their child
was inside. Over a decade later, when his former wife saw the three
completed structures of CTTB’s International Institute of Philosophy
and Ethics at Wonderful Enlightenment Mountain, she exclaimed in
astonishment, “Aren’t these the buildings that I saw in my dream, which
the old monk at the monastery pointed us to after Qin Ben Shi brought
me there?” The exterior, height, and color were exactly the same as in her
dream. His wife was absolutely stunned!

Qin Ben Shi has a passion for investigating Chan. In every Chan
Session, he would sit for many hours without getting up. He also
enthusiastically participates in various maintenance projects around
CTTB. He is diligent, hard-working and never argues or contends with
others. He is resolved on putting an end to birth and death so as to
quickly realize Buddhahood to help other living beings. He earnestly
hopes that when the conditions are ripe, his children can also become
members of the Sangha, and they can work together to rescue living

beings who are suffering in the realm of birth and death.
Guo Hing Shi

Guo Hing Shi (Guo Hing Lee) was born in Hong Kong and came to
America in 1989. His affinities with Buddhism began in 1991, when his
mother was critically ill and in immense pain because she had a severe

ailment in her abdominal area. He and his siblings were at a loss as to

how to help their mother smoothly pass through her last stage of life.

Because their mother had been a devout believer in Guanyin Bodhisattva
for five decades, Guo Hing Shi’s younger brother knelt and prayed to
Guanyin Bodhisattva. Miraculously, his mother was able to overcome
her condition, boosting their faith in the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas.
At the time, his family was running a restaurant in a small city in
California. One day, he heard about CTTB from two diners. He and
his siblings went to CTTB the very next day, and volunteers at the
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bookstore advised them to play the recitation of Amitabha Buddha’s holy
name regularly. Before passing away, although their mother had no more
strength, she suddenly reached out her hand to wave goodbye to them.
Their mother’s body was still soft and her complexion peaceful after they
recited the Buddha’s name for eight hours. After his mother’s passing,
Guo Hing Shi became a vegetarian to dedicate merit to her, made the
recitation of the Buddha’s name a fixed daily practice, and brought forth
the thought of leaving home. However, his son was only two at the time,
so the causes and conditions were not right.

Novice Guo Hing Shi and his younger brother visited CTTB a second
time in 1993. The Venerable Master Hua happened to be coming back
that day, and the two brothers knelt outside the Buddha Hall to welcome
him. When the Master walked out of the Buddha Hall, he stopped in
front of Guo Hing Shi and looked him over before telling his brother,
“Go back and recite the Earth Store Sutra” Guo Hing Shi also began
reciting the Earth Store Sutra daily from then onwards, continuing for
over twenty years. The first time he recited the sutra, he smelled a peculiar
fragrance. However, when he intentionally tried to smell it again later, it
had disappeared.

In 1993, having made sure that the lives of the members of his family,
both young and old, were well settled and secure, he moved to CTTB to
become a volunteer. Over the years, he has taken on various jobs such
as cooking at Jyun Kang Restaurant, trimming trees, mowing the grass,
and doing other landscaping work around CTTB. He has always been
sincere and honest in nature, serious about his work, and gentle and
good-tempered toward others.

Novice Guo Hing Shi has experienced many calamities and hardships
throughout his life. His house was once entirely burned down, with the
sole exception of a Guanyin Bodhisattva painting from his late mother.
Most recently, he fell off a truck while trimming a tree in 2017. His
right foot became completely deformed, his ankle was fractured, and his
sole split into five pieces. A Western doctor said the chance of recovery
after surgery was twenty percent, while a Chinese doctor gave him a fifty
percent chance.

Guo Hing Shi decided to see the Chinese doctor on a regular basis.
After a year and a half of the consumption and external application of
Chinese medicine as well as treatment by means of Chinese massage
and acupuncture, he became one of the fifty percent that underwent a
successful recovery. Guo Hing Shi believes that his extraordinary and
fortunate recovery can be attributed not only to the Chinese doctor’s

medical expertise, but also to the invisible support and protection by the
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Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, and the Venerable Master. He
also reflected that his formerly exciting and enjoyable
hobby of hunting sea cucumbers, abalones, and octopuses
before becoming a Buddhist has created a burdensome
debt he has had to repay.

Novice Guo Hing Shi’s insight from being a Buddhist
for many years is that it’s easy to think about retreating
when sick or in pain, but such an experience is also a
profound lesson on impermanence. He took refuge under
the Venerable Master in 1993, received the Five Precepts
in 1998, and received the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts
in 2009. He first applied to CTTB’s “Male Monastic
Trainee Program” in 2012, but because of various twists
and turns, he joined and left the program twice without
completing it!

Novice Guo Hing Shi once made the following vow
to himself: no matter how many mistakes he has made
in past lives and this life, he must leave home in this life.
He joined the “Male Monastic Trainee Program” for the
third time in April, 2021. Now that his three-decade-
long wish has finally come true, he remarks, “This was
not easy at all. I will extremely cherish this opportunity.”
His goal is to seek the realization of Buddhahood above
and rescue living beings below. After being reborn in the
Pure Land in the future, he wishes to emulate the spirit of
the Bodhisattvas by returning on the ship of compassion
to the Saha World to take across living beings. &
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