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The Sutra for the Discernment of the
Consequences of Wholesome
and Unwholesome Karma with Commentary

FAb B A 19714
W RS RFE

FEA T R
friEEESET | MHEREEEE
HEHEERLD - FriEseE AR
A MRS EIEED

PR RAVIEEESE « FE - Al
HIHEERIERA  BEEEE
/A AR HHIERL
A B A FHEL - FTEHR
FE &R > KA BT BE
K BE/ Ny EEE ST R -

CEEZIRE = ¢ {RIE
Z HEZI AT = EfmAH - 5 =1
wm AR AT — By &Y
JIERE - TUE -~ 1 B&E
— i - HFACL) ¢ (g
—HF RS > — BRI
—EFROEw 25 - 1~ BE=
i o RS R EFIEERAERE T
S s E— 5% OimtH
BE-EOY AR L
By BEFRRL -

[ 32 Wi 1 o — T & — 2 -
TR - BERNEL  ERTEDY
&~ O~ B AR = Y —
Lo BEE & CEMESH—

8 | &MERE —0__F=8

Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua in 1971
English Translation by Su-Zhen Zeng

“Good men,” Earth Store Bodhisattva exhorts, “If one wishes to
discern the amount of past karma one has accrued, whether one has
accrued more wholesome deeds, or whether one has committed more
unwholesome deeds, or whether one has just recently brought forth
the resolve for bodhi, or whether one has just recently started bringing
forth an unwholesome mind. To know the difference in intensity of
the karma created, whether it is strong or weak, major or minor.

One should again carve wood into three wheels. These three
wooden wheels are similar to the ones previously mentioned, but with
different inscriptions. Each wheel will respectively have a single
primary theme of body, mouth, and mind enscribed (onto each of
them). Among these three wheels, one will represent the wheel of the
body, one represents the wheel of the mouth, and the other the wheel
of the mind. Upon these three wheels, clearly write the words “body”,
“mouth”, and “mind.” On the wheel representing the body, write the
word “body.” On the wheel representing the mouth, write the word
“mouth.” On the wheel representing the mind, write the word “mind.”
This is what is meant by “enscribing.”

On one of the surfaces, draw a drawing which is thick and
wide touching the surface’s borders. Then take one of the surfaces
of each wheel, and draw a drawing that will be wide and long enough
to allow it to touch the edges of that surface. f:(pan) means edge.
On the second surface, draw a drawing which is short and narrow,
just short of touching the surface’s borders. On the second surface,

draw a drawing that is a little shorter and narrower, which falls short of
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touching the edges. So now we have one drawing that is long and wide
and another drawing that is short and narrow.

On the third surface, carve an image, and make it wide and deep.
On the third surface of each wheel, carve an image into the wood that
is very deep and wide. On the fourth surface, carve an image, and
make it shallow and fine. On the fourth surface of each wheel, carve
a depiction that is very fine and shallow. This will differentiate the
four surfaces on each of the wooden wheels, each depicting a different

meaning. Next is the second part which will elaborate on the meaning.

Sutra:

You should know wholesome karma is like an ornate, adorned
image while damaging, unwholesome karma is like a disfigured
image. The drawings that are long and wide indicate wholesome
karma which has been accrued for a long period of time. It also
indicates one’s cultivation is vigorous and sharp, and all of one’s
actions lead to an improvement in one’s conditions. The images
that are short and narrow indicate that wholesome karma has only
recently begun to accrue. One has just started practicing wholesome
deeds so one lacks a foundation. One is dull, and one’s good deeds

are few.

Commentary:

This is the second part, to explain the meanings.

You should know wholesome karma is like an ornate, adorned
image. You should realize the adornment of wholesome karma and
wholesome rewards from doing wholesome deeds is like ornate
images on the wheels, while damaging, unwholesome karma is like
a disfigured image. Unwholesome karma has an inauspicious and
harmful effect as depicted by the disfigured images on the wheels.

The drawings that are long and wide indicate wholesome karma
which has been accrued for a long period of time. The images
which were painted long and wide, touching the edges indicate you
have done wholesome deeds for a long time. That is why when you
castthe wheels, you received the “long drawings.” These long drawings
indicate you have been doing wholesome deeds for a long time. It also
indicates one’s cultivation is vigorous and sharp, and all of one’s
actions lead to an improvement in one’s conditions. Your cultivation
is very vigorous and strong, and you are also very sharp-witted. All
your actions lead to improved conditions. Improved conditions allow

you opportunities to do more wholesome deeds. .
s0To be continued
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