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My Memories of Summer Camp
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If you've ever worked in Developing Virtue Boys School as
a summer camp counselor, you would know how difficult it is
taking students to the Buddha Hall. You have to show them what
pages to turn to in the recitation handbook. You have to stand
with them and walk with them. You don’t want them wandering
away from the rest of the group. You want to make sure the
students are respectful and quiet in the Buddha Hall as well.

I didn’t wear my robes when I went with the students, because

as a summer camp counselor, I had a duty to help the students.

Also, I wanted to use the Bodhisattva’s Four Methods of Attraction
to teach the students, one of which is “[E]Z5tong shi”, which
roughly means “similar work”. If you want to teach them, you
have to appear to be like them. If I wore my lay robes and stood
far away in the front of the students, I would not be in physical
proximity with the students. If I was too cold, they wouldn’t want
to go to ceremonies with me.

There were several regular students who went to morning
ceremony every day, and on the last day, I took at least ten
students to morning ceremony. The day before the last morning
ceremony, | had asked almost every single student if they wanted
to attend morning ceremony. I was one of the counselors who
woke the students up in the morning, so I knew pretty much

everyone’s name by this point.
38| HMERE —O""F_AH

WERARAER S P 2N E S TIEE -
WLRE T AT B2 AR L bR TR IR 5 -
TRAE Z R P R REREm A ez B 2 Y
HE o PEOti o R M G AE —#E -
—HEATIE o By T A ERALTER R R AR B
IR HEOREE AL AE (AR RE LA AL
FrLg

WHMEEFTR A FHFEFFEKR
WhE h—HESEMWMER  WHVEE
ERBEA - AN > IR LI REAY VU
ERBEEESE » Bz —giE TEE, -
WERARFEBALMA > BRSNS -8
B o WERIAEAL - PEIIRE G uE L RE
HEEE A BB E - SEEERE
it - ANRFALBE - AT E AR
H—REESIET -

HRALZLFREE EMFR - &I&
—XK W T2V HEELE RS IR
iR o AR (R — K FEERAVAT—K » IKaHi
BEEEEEEEESINER - HEF
LERIREEANEES Y —  HIEHK
BP R EE AT -



B 7 Lk AR .

Summer camp students were asking the Abbot questions.

The Avatamsaka Sutra recitation is from 7:00 - 8:00 am.
Students’ classes/activities begin at 8:00 am, so for the most
part, I didn’t take the students to Avatamsaka Sutra recitation
except on the weekends.

Right after lunch, the sangha walks back to the Buddha
Hall to do their transference of merit. After the transference
of merit, I was able to bring the students to the Abbot to ask
questions. On other occasions, I was also able to bring the
students to some nuns to ask questions. I wanted them to truly
experience CTTB and get to know some of the sangha.

After lunch, at 12:30 -1:45, we have the Great Compassion
Repentance in the Buddha Hall. I let some students attend
several of these. One of the classes I got permission to skip was
Arts and Crafts.

The Meal Offering (10:30-10:45am) and Evening Ceremony
(6:30-7:30 pm) were mandatory for all students. Attending
meal offering is important to be respectful. Evening ceremony
is for the dorm students, and the purpose is to show students
a part of Buddhism, because this is a Buddhist summer camp.
It may plant some roots of goodness in students, and roots of
goodness can mature fast or slow.

At 7:40 pm, the actual lecture began. For our first lecture, I
thought the students would be bored, so after twenty minutes,
we left. When we were outside, I asked the students if they
liked it. They all said they liked it, and I let them vote on
whether they wanted to stay or go back to play sports (soccer
and basketball). Everyone decided to stay and listen to the
lecture. This was very surprising.

Once in a while, I would take students on walks while

everyone else was playing sports. Not all children like sports.
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Summer camp students were asking a bhikshuni questions.
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Perhaps some students are more “nerdy”, like  had been ata
certain point in my life, so I understood that young people
need options. They need someone to talk to, someone who
will listen to them and make them feel like they belong or
that makes them feel understood.

During a summer camp, there was a difficult student.
At night, he would shine his flashlight at other students.
He would threaten to spray his insect repellant on the
other students. I don’t remember if he actually did. He was
constantly sniffing (maybe he had allergies or a runny nose),
and sometimes threatened to spit on the other students or
talked about fighting.

My friend and I spent a lot of time with this kid, trying
to tell him to be respectful to the other kids. In the Buddha
Hall, he would either not hold the recitation book very
well, or may have dropped it. I do remember he was very
restless and we had to constantly stand by him since he had
a hard time standing or kneeling for long periods of time.

The students who slept near him hated him, and he
hated them. I dont remember if any of them threatened
to hit him.

On the second or third day, I skipped evening ceremony
or lecture to talk to this kid. He was maybe eleven years
old. My friend and I talked to him, and tried everything
we could think of. I told this kid that if he wanted to spit
on the other students, he would have to spit on me too.
The student didn’t spit on me.

Sometimes when young people (adults too) do
something or want to do something, if you don’t react
how they expect you to react, you might learn their true
motivations and feelings, or you might understand them
better, or they might learn to respect you. Eventually this
kid cried in front of us and told us he was homesick.

of the the

“troublemaking” kid to leave summer camp. It was decided

Some younger counselors wanted
that if the student didnt change his behavior, he would
have to go. Some people said some not-so-nice things
about this kid, and I felt sad.

I didn’t want to sleep in the dorms that night. When
I walked back home (the other side of CTTB), I passed
through the DVBS main hall. I saw the Venerable Master’s
picture, and I asked him for help. I cried, and told the

Venerable Master I knew this kid had potential. I knew
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he could change. I saw something in him. He could become a
good person. I knew it, even though nobody else could see it. I
was at my limits, because I had tried everything I could think of,
and it didn’t work. I asked him to please let this kid stay for the
duration of summer camp because I didn’t want him to leave.

The next morning, after the daily summer camp morning
ceremony, something changed.

This kid was laughing and playing tag with the people who
previously hated him. He no longer shined his flashlight at the
other kids and no longer threatened to spray bug spray on the
other kids. The kids who hated him, especially the one who
hated him the most, apologized to him. I don’t remember if the
kid who was homesick apologized or if he shook hands with his

“enemy.”

Asking them to shake hands does sound like something I
would ask kids to do when they argue. It almost always works
and they stop fighting. There’s no good reason for people to fight
when they have to look someone in the eyes and shake hands.
Maybe it humanizes the person you don't like and makes you
stop hating them.

Anyway, [ was very surprised, and am still not really sure what
happened to this day. Why did the kids stop fighting overnight?
Did they have dreams from the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas to get
them to stop fighting overnight?

One of the reasons why this kid stopped fighting is because
he felt understood. He felt someone actually listened to him
and cared about him. My friend and I let him be vulnerable
and I heard him out without judging him, and he felt safe, and
opened up to us.

I felt very happy. Some of the other counselors and I had
tried getting the other kids to stop hating this “troublesome” kid,
but it wasn't really their fault, since they were not the aggressors.
They were only reacting to what the kid did or threatened to do.

After summer camp was over, he was walking away with his
parents. He turned back and waved, and I heard him say that I
was his favorite counselor.

I remember, when I was a senior, when I was crying in front
of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, I realized what suffering was
and I wanted to be a Bodhisattva so that nobody would have to
go through the suffering that I felt.

This is also the giving of fearlessness, one of the four
dharmas of attraction that a Bodhisattva practices. The giving

of fearlessness means when someone is sad, unhappy, or afflicted,
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when someone is at the worst moment in their life, you are there

for them. You listen to them for as many hours or days as it takes.

Nobody can promise that this will always work, but you have
to try. If you're there for someone in their darkest times, they
will remember you. My hope is that one day he will remember
CTTB.

Some of the students told me they wanted to become
Buddhas or Bodhisattvas. These are very good thoughts to have
when you're young. When we grow older, our minds grow less
pure as defilement clings to our minds. I didn’t tell them they
could or couldn’t be anything. It doesn’t matter if kids won’t
keep their resolve. Perhaps they will gain it one day. But letting
people voice their dreams and wishes, letting them have a group
of people to share it with, will help their resolve stay in their
minds a little longer. Also, most of society tells you to earn
money, get married, get a job with high status, or to be famous
on social media or with your peers, so this was a chance for
students to explore something different. I didn’t tell them to
enter monastic life. I just listened to them talk.

Also, if you are a parent and want to send your child to study
here, or you want to live in CTTB, but think that growing up in
a temple will make your child lonely or have problems growing
up, that isn’t true. Many young people who live outside feel
lonely. Some people have hundreds of friends on Facebook or
thousands of followers on Instagram, but still feel lonely. Having
friends to validate your own sense of worth or wanting friends
just because you want a hit of dopamine from making new
friends, but not putting in the effort to maintain your current
friends, is not true friendship.

Having more friends isn’t necessarily a good thing. Having
true, honest, and kind friends who will listen to you go through
a hard time, who are there for you even when you don’t ask them
to, are the good ones. Going to school in CTTB has taught me
how to recognize people for who they truly are.

On the last day of summer camp, I gave some books to certain
students who I thought had potential, either because they were
more virtuous, or because they were into cultivation. They were
very grateful. My intention was to strengthen the connection
that we had, using the dharma of giving, which is one of the
Bodhisattva’s Four Dharmas of Attraction. They remembered

me for a few years, and hopefully they will remember CTTB in
the future. &
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