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EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN HONG KONG

37. SRS

EAFREIZER - 12 H KT
TAEK - H—REBELE
BN ARA T > REHE
% ~ SFBE ~ K ERAEKN > #2
FHAFFENE > E2HEA
EROKHYPE S E PR K T -
EANmER TR\ EH =K
2’{?”]‘3@ ......

FAEM

H—%F > HHBIZEGAN S
T HERIEERNERIZEH
TR RIBEERKREFRBIAHAK -
Fi A BB S <F b ~ R -
KE oA KR « HiEE% AK
PR P AR L B S (E T S
R KHEAFEEEH SN > A
BV NKR » EIE 2 ALK
—E AN TE—EKRD > T
DIREAET - FWHTH ~ N
A EREHLATLLT » B
HEE 2 IR Ry PE 25 E Y 7Kt 2257

>
BEEMEEL @)
Crossing Hong Kong

on the Ship of Compassion

in the Sea of Awakening (continued)

EAEANFRGEE B EHGR
B R AR ENE N4 R

tb B B F 153
A New Edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography
English Translated by Malaysia Translation Team
Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Ching

37. Pray for Rain to Solve the Drought Problem

Wherever the Venerable Master went, water was available even in
areas where it was dry. Hong Kong once suffered a drought so severe
there was no rain for six straight months. Although many Wayplaces,
monasteries, and viharas prayed for rain, the drought worsened. Even
Western Bliss Garden, where there had always been plentiful water, , was
on the verge of running dry. The Venerable Master asked his old disciple,
Liu Guo Juan (Z[545), to recite the Buddha’s name for three days to

pray for rain.

The Venerable Master’s Own Words:

There was a year when Hong Kong suffered from a drought with no
rain for an entire six months. As a result, water for daily use was restricted.
Consequently, the Buddhist Wayplaces, monasteries, Buddhist centers,
and viharas prayed for rain. Since so many people prayed for rain, I did
not interfere. I was never intent on interfering in other people’s business.
Because there were so many people praying for rain, their collective power
was more than sufficient. I did not want to get myself involved. After five
or six months went by, I figured not interfering was not an option. Why?
Because the Western Bliss Garden was also about experience a shortage as
very little water trickled from the mountain. There was also a heavy smell
of sulfur that made the water barely drinkable. At this time, I instructed

Liu Guo Juan, “You need to pray for rain for three days. You must recite
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Venerable Master Hua at Western Bliss Garden Monastery.
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Buddha’s name daily, and do not come to see me in the future if it
does not rain!” I knew she could not make it rain, but I deliberately
made her ask for it anyway.

Liu Guo Juan was really in panic, as not being able to see Shifu
was the thing that frightened her most. It was all right if she could
not see anyone else, but she had to see Shifu every day. Liu Guo
Juan was well-behaved. She rigorously recited the Buddha’s name
with recitation beads in her hands. She was so afraid it would not
rain, she even forgot to have her meals. I also told Cheng Guo
Cheng (F£5 %) to pray for rain for months, but no rain came. So
then, I gave Liu Guo Juan a limited amount of time, only three
days, to pray for rain. But I estimated that it would rain in only
about two and a half days. As it turned out, the rain fell after she
recited the Buddha’s name for two and a half days. Subsequently,
Hong Kong did not have to restrict the use of their water anymore.

After it rained, all the monasteries and Buddha Halls advertised
in the newspapers the rainfall was due to their efforts. Some claimed
the credit should go to them because they bowed repentances, while
others claimed the credit should go to their Buddha Hall because
they recited the Buddha’s name. Yet, they did not even know why
it rained! All the Buddha Halls took credit except Western Bliss
Garden. No one knew that it rained because my longtime disciple
recited the Buddha’s name. Why? Because she did not announce it
in the newspapers, nor did we claim credit for the rain. I rejoiced

with the other people only to make them happy. I am certainly not
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showing off my powers by saying this. Instead, I am explaining
the truth of how sincerity brings a response.

Why did I give Liu Guo Juan a three-day time limit to pray
for rain? I wanted my longtime disciple to recite the Buddha’s
name more, to pray for rain on behalf of the people,and, also, for
her to accumulate more merit and virtue. Let me tell you this: if
I asked Heaven to rain on a certain day, it would rain that day,
let alone if I had three days. Why? Because I have ten dragon
disciples. If the ten dragons are not lazy, whenever I ask for rain, it
will rain. Situations such as these have occurred many times. So,
if you are sincere in your cultivation, my dragon disciples would
help you. Otherwise, they will not support you.

Another similar event happened while we were making
offerings to the heavens during the first month of the lunar year.
We set up tables on the ground outside because there were so many
people, and Western Bliss Garden did not have enough room.
When we were about to make the offerings, clouds gathered as if
it would rain. Everyone said, “We cannot do it here! We cannot
do it here! We need to move inside the Buddha Hall because it is
about to rain outside!” At that time, I thought, “It is not OK for
it to rain right now,” so I told them, “Do not move. It is not going
to rain. If it rains while we are making the offerings, the response
we get will be too little! It makes no sense if the heavens cry while
we are making offerings to them.”

All in all, I am a very autocratic and arbitrary teacher. You
need to follow what I say, for I am always right, whether or not
my words are right or wrong. So, no one dared to move. It took us
about three hours to make the offerings to the heavens. Although
dark clouds gathered in the sky, they did not rain because I did
not allow them to rain. Right after we finished making offerings
to Heaven and moved all the censers, candleholders, and tables
back inside to the Buddha Hall, it started to rain heavily all at
once. Therefore, some of my disciples in Hong Kong sincerely
believed in me. They knew that all my words would come true.

Today, I have also revealed one small spiritual power. I said to
Guo Xiu (Dharma Master Heng Chih) early this morning, “Guo
Xiu, go and tell God that he is not allowed to make it rain before
four o’clock this afternoon. I will get angry if he lets it rain!”
As you all see, it did not rain before four o’clock this afternoon,
“Guo Xiu, I did not lie to you, right? You heard this yourself!
Such cannot be a spiritual power at all. It is just that when I say

something, things follow according to my words.
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[Postscript 1] In the summer of Jia Wu Year,the year 1954, as the
ninteenth day of the sixth lunar month was Guanyin Bodhisattva’s
Enlightenment Day, the Venerable Master held a seven-day Dharma
assembly session at Western Bliss Garden (from the thirteenth
day to thenineteenth day of the sixth lunar month). There were
hundreds of people who went to the Western Bliss Garden on the
the eighteenth and ninteenth lunar days. It was a hot summer.
The weather was exceedingly scorching and dry. The Hong Kong
government only supplied water for three hours per day, as there
was a need to conserve water. People suffered from the shortage of
water. However, the pool at the Western Bliss Garden was full of

water as usual, and it was sufficient to meet the needs of hundreds
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[Postscript 2] Narrated by Upasika Mei Miao Ling:

When I was about eight to ten years old, every time my mother
(Guo Chen Yuan) and I went to the Western Bliss Garden, Shifu
gave me a lot of food to eat. Once my mother took me to the
mountain when it rained heavily, and I was sick. When it came
to mealtime, Shifu asked the kitchen not to serve food until we
arrived. My mother would always notify Shifu about our arrival,
each time just before we went to the Western Bliss Garden. At
several times, Shifu would ask my mother to go up the mountain

one hour earlier. It turned out that after an hour, it rained heavily.

sOHE 0 To be continued
58 Vows
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The power of vows eradicates heavy
karma, wipes away all illnesses of mind
and body at their karmic source, subdues
demons, and can move gods and humans to
be respect.

One must make great vows. A cultivator
is like a person who wants to cross the sea.
The great vows of a cultivator are like a boat
which can carry him or her from birth and
death across the sea of suffering to the other
shore of nirvana. The mind which makes
great vows must be solid and durable. It must
be permanent and unchanging. It must be

indestructible. It must be like vajra.
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