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The Sutra of the Past Vows of
Earth Store Bodhisattva with Commentary
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
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That female student was also told in her dream that Great Strength
Bodhisattva would stay for three more years. He would then “go back”
and no longer be seen. Indeed, three years later, in the thirty-third year
of the Republic of China, in1944, Great Strength Bodhisattva, that is,
Elder Master Yinguang, entered nirvana. It was only after his nirvana that
people realized that he was Great Strength Bodhisattva who had come
again. What Elder Master Yinguang enjoyed most was writing out the
“Chapter of Great Strength Bodhisattva’s Breakthrough to Awakening
through Mindfulness of the Buddha” in the Sarangama Sitra. Many
laypeople have copies of this chapter written in calligraphy by the Master.
Elder Dharma Master Yinguang is a contemporary awakened master of
great virtue and eminence. No one can presume that there have been
no Arhats since five hundred years after the Buddha’s nirvana, because
here we have someone who was not only an Arhat, but who surpassed
Arhats! After Elder Master Yinguang entered nirvana and his body was
cremated, many $arira were found in his ashes. Someone who has not
attained Arhatship or become awakened will not leave any $arira behind.

Those who do have $arira are not ordinary people.

Sutra:

At that time, all the division bodies of Earth Store Bodhisattva that
came from all those worlds merged into a single form. Then he wept
out of pity and said to the Buddha, “Throughout long eons I have
been receiving the Buddhas’ guidance and from that have developed

inconceivable spiritual power and great wisdom.
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At that time, all the division bodies of Earth Store
Bodhisattva that came from all those worlds merged into a
single form. Earth Store Bodhisattva’s numerous division bodies
originated from a single body. These multiple bodies merged
back into one body, hence the phrase, “merged into a single
form.” Multiple bodies are one body, and one body is multiple
bodies. One body can become multiple bodies; therefore one
body is multiple bodies. Multiple bodies can merge into one
body; therefore multiple bodies are one body. If we delve into
it more deeply, there are neither multiple bodies nor one body.
Earth Store Bodhisattva fundamentally has no body. How can
you say he does not have a body? He has no conception of self; if
he had a body, then there would be a conception of self. Because
he has no conception of self, he has many bodies yet they are not
many, and he has one body yet it is not one. Therefore one is also
many, and many are just one.

Earth Store Bodhisattva divides into countless bodies, and the
countless combine into one. Thus from one body comes countless
bodies, and countless bodies can become one body. As such, how
could he be said to have a body? If he had a body, which of his
many bodies would you say is Earth Store Bodhisattva? Which
body is not Earth Store Bodhisattva? Therefore, you can say each
and every body is Earth Store Bodhisattva; and you can also say
that none of them are. How can you say that they all are Earth
Store Bodhisattva? You can say that the bodies he manifests are
Earth Store Bodhisattva. On the other hand, his body is ultimately
devoid of marks, so you could say that none of those bodies are
Earth Store Bodhisattva.

Furthermore, if any one of you resolves to emulate Earth Store
Bodhisattva, you can be said to be his division body and be no
different from this Bodhisattva. Why would you wish to emulate
Earth Store Bodhisattva? You admire Earth Store Bodhisattva’s
actions, his wisdom, and the power of his vows. Why do you
admire him? What is the reason? Actually, you know the reasons
without my explanation. Although you know the reasons, you do
not dare to admit it. So now, let me verify that you are a division
body of Earth Store Bodhisattva. Since you admire Earth Store
Bodhisattva, you try to emulate his aspirations and vows, and

that makes you a division body of Earth Store Bodhisattva.

s To be continued
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