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The Flower Adornment Sutra
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([ T A

CHAPTER EIGHT:
THE Four NOBLE TRUTHS
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute
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Tomorrow, April 12, 1976, we will hold a ceremony unfamiliar
to most Westerners, a ceremony for liberating the living. Why
do I say that Westerners aren’t familiar with this ceremony? This
is because in the West, most people haven’t witnessed and don't
know Buddhist ceremonies. In recent years, as Buddhism has come
to the West, many ceremonies for liberating life have taken place.
However, every time, critics come out to scold us or obstruct the
ceremony. Despite criticism and opposition, we will continue to act
in accordance with the Buddhadharma!

Why do we liberate life? It is because liberating life will reward
us with long lives. If you don’t kill others, then others won’t want
to kill you. Why are there wars in the world? It is because we have
killed.. If you kill him, then he will kill you. People kill animals,
and, then in their next lives, become animals. The animals that they
once killed now return as people to claim their revenge. This goes
on and on. When there has been too much killing and the collective
karma from killing is too heavy, wars erupt. Wars lead to mutual
killing and cycles of vengeance. You killed me, so I want to kill you.
I killed you, therefore you want to kill me. This cycle continues
endlessly, with debts spiraling upward as they accumulate interest.
You killed one of my people, so I will kill ten of yours. You killed
ten of mine, so I will kill a hundred of yours. People attack each
other with guns, bombs, and fighter jets because of killing karma
that has been created.
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Therefore, we liberate the life to reduce our killing karma.
The more life we liberate , the fewer wars there will be. We do not
oppose war. We just don’t go to war. Therefore, refraining from
killing is the Dharma door to truly lengthen one’s life. Critics
don’t bother us, and we don’t necessarily want to live long lives.
We simply wish that all living beings will stop creating killing
karma, thus causing such karma to completely disappear. This
is why we liberate life.

Liberating life will also diminish illnesses, and you are less
likely to contract them. Therefore, cultivation requires applying
effort on several fronts. We need to do a little bit of everything.
This is why we should liberate life.
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Editor’s Note: Venerable Master Huas commentary on
Chapter Eight of the Flower Adornment (Avatamsaka) Sutra is
now concluded.

The Buddha spoke the Flower Adornment (Avatamsaka)
Sutra to great Bodhisattvas who have realized the Dharma body.
They all like to hear the Dharma of the four noble truths in
detail.

Why are the four noble truths called “noble truths”? This is
because, by relying upon these truths in contemplation, you can
leave suffering and attain bliss. If you rely on them to cultivate,
you can attain the fruition and enter the “stream” of sages.

The four noble truths are as follows: the truth of suffering;
the truth of the cause of suffering; the truth of the cessation of
suffering; and the truth of the Way of the cessation of suffering.

In this Saha world, the our noble truths can be described
in forty trillion different names. As with the ten names for
each noble truth, each of these ten names could be multiplied
into hundreds, hundreds into thousands, thousands into ten
thousand, ten thousand into a hundred thousand, and so on.
That’s why there are forty trillion names such as these. They
accord with all of the thoughts of living beings, inspiring them
to be subdued in both body and mind.

In addition to the Saha world, other worlds from ten
directions also have different names for these four noble truths,
which can be described in forty trillion different names. These
names vary in accordance with the hearts of living beings, so

that all beings are brought to become harmonized and subdued.
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The ninth chapter is the “Light Enlightenment Chapter.”
The Buddha emitted light beneath his feet, illuminating worlds
throughout the ten directions, including ten worlds, up to a
hundred worlds, up to a hundred thousand worlds, up to a billion
worlds, and all the way up to a hundred billion worlds.

Ten great Bodhisattvas, Mafjusri Bodhisattva and the other
nine great Bodhisattvas, came from throughout the ten directions
with their retinues to see and praise the Buddha. Wherever the
light travels, one can clearly see even at a glance, which helps
living beings clearly open their minds! And thus, their confidence

and resolve to cultivate springs forth! Therefore, this chapter is
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called “Luminous Awakening.”
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This is the ninth chapter, “Luminous Awakening.” “Luminous” refers to
prajna. “Awakening” is realized when living beings see this brightness and it

enlightentheir minds.

Siitra:
At that time, the World Honored One released one billion bright
lights from the wheels on the bottom of his feet which illumined the three

thousand great thousand worlds.

Commentary:

At that time refers to the time when the “Luminous Awakening Chapter”
was spoken. From the wheels on the bottom of his feet — the World Honored
One’s feet— Shakyamuni Buddha’s—released one billion bright lights. The
bottoms of the Buddha’s feet emitted light. The feet are the lowest part of the
body. Light was emitted from the wheels on the bottom of the Buddha’s feet.
This represents wisdom which is most balanced, not too high or too low.

The soles of the Buddha’s feet emitted a most precious light, which in turn
gave off a billion bright lights, illumining the three thousand, great thousand
worlds. It illumined the great trichiliocosm. What are the three thousand great
thousand worlds? One world system is made up of one Mount Sumeru, the
four great continents, one sun, and one moon. A thousand of these world
systems makes up a small world system. A thousand small world systems make
up a medium-sized world system. A thousand medium-sized world systems
make up a great world system. So, if you put together these three thousand

world systems then you have the “three thousand, great thousand worlds.”

50 To be continued
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